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THIS IS HOW WE SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
AT GRACE CHURCH 

1 Thessalonians 2:17 thru 3:13 

Paul’s enemies in Thessalonica were slandering Paul saying 1) the Thessalonians’ conversion was not real, 
therefore Paul’s message was not from God. 2) Paul was a charlatan peddling his message for money and 
fame, and 3) Paul had abandoned them because he didn’t care about them. 

Realizing these accusations had teeth, Paul felt compelled to defend himself in order to defend the truth of 
the Gospel. Beginning in 2:17, Paul defends himself against the third and probably most damaging 
accusation that he had abandoned them because he didn’t care about them. 

Accusation #3 

Paul __________ you because he doesn’t care about you. 

Here is Paul’s response in 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5. Here is Paul’s answer put a bit more succinctly: 

We tried with all our might to come back to you because you are our glory and joy, but Satan hindered 
us. Finally, when we couldn’t stand it any longer, worried that persecution might have caused you to 
abandon Jesus, we sent Timothy to find out how you were doing and to strengthen you in the faith. 

Paul’s answer contains very intense language. In verse 2:17 “torn away” means to bereave children of 
their parents. And “we endeavored the more eagerly” and “with great desire” are superlatives expressing 
the highest intensity of effort and desire. “We did everything humanly possible.” 

And in 3:1 and 5 “We / I could _______  ___  ___  __________” is the language of desperate love.  

Paul was a love sick father. 

The Thessalonians meant everything to him (2:19-20.  

Paul’s deep love for the Thessalonians’ drove him to send Timothy. 

He was concerned that, even though he had warned the Thessalonians that they would be made to suffer 
for following Jesus, Satan might have successfully undermined their faith. He sent Timothy to find out and to 
strengthen the faith of those who had endured. After waiting anxiously for weeks or even months, Timothy 
finally arrived in Corinth with news from the Thessalonians (3:6-13). 

Picture that moment when Timothy told Paul the Thessalonian believers were thriving. It was like his heart 
started beating again and he good breath as desperation gave way to unspeakable joy. Paul said in verse 
8: For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord. 

This is the quality of love we all should aspire to have for one another in the church. This is certainly the 
quality of love a disciplemaker should have for his or her disciples. 

This kind of love takes time being together, opening our lives to one another, serving one another and being 
served. As we saw in the previous chapter, Paul gave not only the Word, but he gave himself to the 
Thessalonians. 

Developing this kind of love for each other requires a desire to do so, it requires time together and it requires 
the ability to connect to one another through conversation. 

Realizing that our love and impact on others in this life is what is going to be valued by Jesus at His Judgment 
Seat should move us to desire to love others. It is commanded by our Lord Jesus. Seeing the blessing in it 
should contribute to our desire as well.  
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Gathering on Sunday mornings is for the purpose of bringing us together to spend time together worshipping 
the Lord, studying His Word and connecting with one another. Home Groups, Bible Studies, Men’s and 
Women’s events and service teams are all ways to spend time together. Getting together during the week 
is another. 

Loving one another also depends on learning how to talk and listen to one another. We need to learn how 
to draw out each other’s stories and present circumstances. 

I encourage you to explore these things in your Home Group discussions and Bible Study discussions this 
week. Where you see this kind of love, point it out – praise your brothers and sisters who are loving others. 
Pray for our church family, that the Holy Spirit would continue to transform and mature us to love each other 
as Christ has loved us and as we see the love of the Apostle Paul for the Thessalonians.  

 

 

GRACE NEWS AND NEEDS 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Gene Oxe Memorial, this Saturday, March 2nd, 11:00AM, Luncheon following. 

Women’s Day Retreat To Pine Valley: March 9th. $85. For more info and to sign up 
see the Women’s kiosk on the patio. 

Junior High Summer Camp Signups. July 7th-11th: Indian Hills Camp (incoming 6th-
8th). 

VOM Needs for February: Band-Aids 

YTD Giving -9,875.66 below the 2024 combined weekly need of $100,226 


