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Have you ever been in a time of need and looked around for someone who you 
thought was a close friend, only to see that they were nowhere to be found? Have you 
ever been swindled by a salesman or sucked into a pyramid scheme? Have you ever had 
someone acting as your friend, but it became apparent that they were just taking 
advantage of your generosity? These are painful situations, and most of us have probably 
experienced it. These types of people are not to be trusted, and that is the type of person 
the Apostle Paul was! Or at least, those were the accusations being made by the 
opponents of the gospel in Thessalonica. In our study today, we will see Paul answered 
numerous vicious accusations by reminding the believers of both his character and theirs. 
And we will be reminded that…. 

Our character either supports or undermines the gospel message.  

The Messengers (2:1-4) 

 As we study this passage, we can attempt to deduce the accusations that were 
being made against Paul and his companions. The first of which seems to be that they 
had come to Thessalonica with a “vain” or empty message, simply seeking fame or glory. 
That they strolled into the city with nothing really to say like a band of charlatans. This 
couldn't be farther from the truth! They had boldly come through severe persecution, with 
the gospel of God that He had entrusted to them, without any motivation to please man. 
These messengers' motivation was pure and God honoring.  

Like A Mother (2:5-8) 

Paul then developed two very distinct yet unified metaphors in his defense. They 
were being accused of flattery, greed and fame-seeking. In sharp contrast Paul reminded 
these believers that he and his companions were like nursing mothers among them! Have 
you ever seen a nursing mother attempt to gain fame or wealth through flattering her 
newborn?! Of course not. The picture is absurd on its face, as was the claim that Paul 
had done that to the Thessalonians. They only needed to remember how deeply he loved 
and cared for them, and how dear they had become to him and his companions. This is 
such a clear and instructive metaphor for us today. This is the heart of the local church 
family. It is not a group of people who happen to gather in the same place to sing the 
same songs and learn the same things. It is a family of people who are deeply committed 
to one another and are very dear to one another, looking for ways to love and serve one 
another, their community and beyond. Probably our closest experience to this is to be 
found in a home group, prayer group or bible study. Despite his short stay with the 
Thessalonians, Paul had found a group of brothers and sisters who had become very 
precious to him. 

  

Like A Father (2:9-12) 
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 Paul’s relationship with this young church wasn’t just gentle, affectionate and 
motherly. He also reminded them how he was like a father among them. First he reminds 
them of his labor and toil. He worked hard (assumedly as a tentmaker) to make sure that 
he and his companions weren’t a financial burden to these new believers. The second 
“fatherly” component came in the training and direction he provided to them. He exhorted, 
encouraged and charged them to “walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his 
own kingdom and glory”.  

 Here we see the very different metaphors of being a nursing mother and an 
encouraging father blended into one powerful picture of how Paul related to this church. 
We see the gentle nurturing, “softer” side, and we see the direct, corrective, training, 
“harder” side. These two pictures can actually help us understand the discipleship 
process better. When we enter into discipleship relationships, both the “motherly” and the 
“fatherly” aspects are very important. I would imagine most of us tend toward one side or 
another, but let this passage be a reminder to us of how important both “come here for a 
hug” and “nope, do it this way” are.  

The Receivers  (2:13-16) 

 The last accusation that Paul answers in this section seems to be something like 

“Paul’s message was just another new and shallow philosophy without any merit or 

impact”. The way that Paul answered this was to hold up a mirror to the Thessalonians 

so that they might remember how they received the word of God, and the continuing 

impact it was having both in their own lives and community. He also wanted them to be 

encouraged by knowing that the suffering they were experiencing from others in 

Thessalonica did not mean that they were doing or believing something wrong. Rather, 

they had become part of the greater family of those who experienced suffering as a 

direct result of living out their faith in the Lord Jesus. They ought to take courage in that 

knowledge coupled with the knowledge that God would bring justice to those who were 

“filling up the measure of their sins”.  

GRACE NEWS AND NEEDS 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Grace Family Desert Trip To Ocotillo: Feb 23-25. Join families from Grace for 
a great weekend in the desert! Saturday night dinner provided. Sign up @ Men’s 
Ministry kiosk on the patio.  

Women’s Day Retreat To Pine Valley: March 9th. $85. For more info and to 
sign up see the Women’s kiosk on the patio.  

VOM Needs for February: Band-Aids 

YTD Giving is -5,241.66 below the 2024 combined weekly need of $85,908  


