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I am not much of a hiker, much less a backpacker. However, a few years ago I 
found myself looking up a mountain with two friends in front of me, wondering to myself 
how on earth I was ever going to get to the top. In some ways, it seems like Timothy could 
have felt the same way. The situation in the Ephesian church was a difficult one to say 
the least. Yet Paul had given clear instructions, “what you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also:” 
(2:2). This was not going to be an easy assignment for Timothy, and in our section today, 
Paul was informing Timothy, and all church leaders in these last days, that: 

In these times, finding faithful men and women to lead the church will be an  

increasingly difficult challenge. 

 

Difficult Days (3:1) 

 When Paul wrote of the “last days”, he was referring to the time period between 
the resurrection of Jesus and his imminent return in glory as King. For Paul and the other 
Apostles, there was an expectation that Jesus could return at any point, but until he did, 
the situation in the world, including within the churches, would grow steadily more difficult, 
oppressive, and godless. Our current world seems to illustrate this very clearly. Yes, there 
are times of more peace and growing godliness in certain places, but overall evil, 
persecution and godlessness is on the rise. Paul wanted Timothy to have the proper 
expectation as he went about the challenge of finding faithful men to lead and teach the 
church. It seems that Paul addresses two primary reasons for the increase in difficulty. 
First, because of misplaced love within the church, and second, because of the 
persecution from outside the church. We will deal with the first reason in our study today.  

 Results of Misplaced Love (3:2-7) 

 As Paul described the “people,” it is important to recognize that he seems to again 
be talking about people “within” the church family, rather than the “world” or those outside 
the church. For he refers to them as “having the appearance of godliness”, “always 
learning…” and describes them as using a mask of ministry to lead astray “weak women.” 
We might like to discount the list as simply another list of sinful people “out there”, but if 
we take an honest assessment of our own lives we might come face to face with some of 
our own sinful struggles.  

 This entire section is somewhat bookend by the concept of love, but with two very 
different locales for this love. The entire list of vices fittingly begins with the love of self 
(v2), and then it is contrasted with where love should be directed, namely, in loving God 
(v4). The list of evils in between are a direct result of a person's love being misplaced. In 
our world today, the message of “self-love” is preached from a bullhorn. It is, many say, 
the first step in true health. To accept and appreciate yourself and to seek your happiness 
as the place of utmost fulfillment. To care about ourselves and our self-interests above 
anything or anyone else's. This self-love is the root of all rotten fruit. It stands as the direct 
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opposite of where true joy and health is found, which is in the love of God. For when the 
desire to love, please and glorify God is at the forefront of our lives, all lesser desires and 
aims are shown to be wasteful, evil and self-destructive. For there is no greater 
destructive force in our lives than self-love. The love of self not only brings destruction on 
the individual trapped in its razor sharp claws, but also will inevitably bring destruction 
and deception to others in its orbit. This is so vividly described by Paul in vss 2-7. Paul 
then uses a well known story to illustrate the futility of those who oppose the truth, and to 
bring some level of comfort to Timothy in his task.  

Same old tricks (3:8-9) 

 You won't find the names Jannes and Jambres in your bibles apart from here, but 

they were the names that had been given to the magicians in Egypt who opposed 

Moses and performed their own “tricks” by turning their staffs into snakes and turning 

water to blood. (see Exodus 7:10-25). The parallel with the situation in Ephesus is two 

fold. First, there are those Paul just described who are in the church but stand in 

opposition to the truth (and particularly to Timothy), and second, they will not be 

successful, but rather they will be seen to be fools. They have shown themselves to be 

“disqualified” or worthless in regards to being the holy, useful and ready servants of the 

Lord that we studied last week. We can take comfort in knowing that these opponents of 

the truth will not succeed, but we shouldn't let that lull us into thinking that raising up the 

next generation of church leaders will be an easy task. However, it is clear both from the 

scriptures and from our own experience just how important it is that we entrust the truth 

of God to faithful men and women. May God give us the grace to endure this 

increasingly difficult challenge.  

GRACE NEWS AND NEEDS 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

- VBS Volunteers needed! July 24-28.  Sign-ups out on the patio! 
- Women’s Book Club starts on June 20. Details at women’s kiosk on the patio.  
- Women’s Bible Study on Ruth (Childcare provided) 

 Wednesday’s 10am-12pm. July 5th-Aug 9th.  
Contact Sharon Plunkett to sign up @ 760-310-5062 

- VOM Needs for June: Bar Soap (in paper, not cardboard) / Nail Clippers 
 

For more information on our events and ministries, visit www.gccramona.com 


