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I worked for a year at Lowes during college. During that time, I saw my fellow
employees arrive at work in varying degrees of readiness. For us, being ready to work
meant that you were on time, alert, had your apron on, your required items, and
reasonably well kept. I have seen people arrive late, drunk, high, without an apron or
even shoes. If spotted, these people would be sent home; if they weren’t, they would
find a dark corner of the store to disappear into. These co-workers were not useful or
ready. In our study today, Paul gives Timothy instructions so that the leaders in the
church will be holy, useful, and ready to serve the Lord.

Variations of Vessels (2:20-21)
In this metaphor, Paul is making the point that within the church, there are two

kinds of leaders, honorable and dishonorable. The honorable is defined by being holy,
useful, and ready to be used by the master. In contrast, the dishonorable are wrapped
up in what Paul will refer to as “youthful passions.”In order for a vessel to become
honorable, it must go through the act of “cleansing”. This describes a deliberate action
taken in order to be holy, useful, and ready. In the metaphor, Paul simply refers to it as
“cleansing,” but in the following verses, he will give specific examples of what is
required.

Cleaning Protocols (2:22-25a)
Paul clearly outlines the protocol to make a vessel holy, useful, and ready. He

starts with the general and then moves to the specifics. First, flee youthful passions.
Second, pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace. So what are these youthful
passions that Paul is referring to? The context informs us of what Paul is particularly
concerned with in v. 23. Those who Timothy would raise within the church in Ephesus
must learn to avoid these foolish controversies that breed quarrels within the body of
Christ. (see also 1 Timothy 6:4) It is not a surprise that he refers to these as “youthful
passions,” for what age group makes up the majority of riots and protests? Who did we
see rioting around our country during the BLM and Antifa riots? It was young adults, the
majority aged 18-34. Whatever the current hotbed issue is, we can expect “passionate
youth” at the forefront. While these youthful passions aren’t necessarily wrong or evil,
they are not to be what characterizes the leadership of the church. The leadership of the
church that Paul is instructing Timothy to raise, begins with a proper understanding of
being the “Lord’s servant.” Leaders in the church are not self-governed but willingly
follow the example of Jesus as a servant leader. This results in a growing kindness to
everyone, an ability to teach, patiently enduring evil, and correcting opponents with
gentleness. While it can be attractive to have church leaders who are more defined by
“youthful passions,” it will not lead to the church family’s health, longevity, or spiritual
maturity. That is why Paul is so firm about this issue with Timothy. Paul knows there is a
culture of “youthful passions” within the churches in Ephesus, and he knows that
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Timothy must continue to swim upstream as he disciples the next generation of leaders
in the church. As our culture continues to disown the biblical truths it was founded on, I
believe there will be a growing temptation to establish church leaders who are “fighters”,
who take up the current political and social issues with this “youthful passion”, at the
cost of their time and energy being devoted to rightly teaching God’s word. I pray that
Grace Church will continue to resist that temptation, continue to faithfully teach God’s
word, and raise faithful teachers for as long as the Lord allows.

Possible Positive Outcome (2:25b-26)
Paul isn’t saying that there is no place for correction. He has been instructing

Timothy in the many places where the correction needs to take place within the church.
But the way to properly and lovingly bring about correction is with gentleness. Some will
oppose Timothy and those he raises to lead in the church. They want to quarrel, they
want to argue over the various allegorizations of scripture, and they want to fight it out.
They are not interested in the peaceful, kind, and loving leadership that Paul is
prescribing. These people will need to be corrected, for they have come into the “snare
of the devil,” and their leadership aligns with the will of the devil! Their youthful
passions, which seem so attractive and robust, are the tool the devil uses to divide the
family of God and distract them from true spiritual maturity. Paul hopes that when
corrected, they will turn from their foolish and immature thinking and come to a
knowledge of the truth.

When we think about correcting somebody, particularly someone in a leadership
position, it becomes self-evident how vital “correction with gentleness” is. Without
gentleness, the correction could quickly drive a wedge between that person and their
church family, and rather than lead them to repentance, it could further drive them into
their immature thinking. The church has and will always need holy, useful, and ready
leaders, and we should thank God that He has been so clear in what He expects of
these leaders.

GRA�� NEW� AN� NE�D�
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- VBS Sign up sart next week! Volunteers needed!
- Women’s Book Club starts up June 20. Details at womens kiosk on the patio.
- Women’s Bible Study on Ruth

Wednesday’s 10am-12pm. July 5th-Aug 9th.
Contact Sharon Plunkett to sign up @ 760-310-5062

- VOM Needs for June: Bar Soap (in paper, not cardboard) / Nail Clippers

For more information on our events and ministries, visit www.gccramona.com
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