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RESTORING LEADERSHIP 
1 Timothy 3:1-7 

What is the most dangerous situation you have voluntarily put yourself into? For some 

of you, it probably has to do with joining a branch of the military and possibly entering into 

live combat. For some, it might be a high-risk career, or embarking on a risky business 

venture. There are a number of reasons why one might voluntarily take on a high-risk 

endeavor, but I would guess that two common motivations are; the reward to be had, and the 

value of the job being done.  

As we have seen so far in our study of Paul’s letter to Timothy, there were a number 

of serious issues in their local churches that needed addressing. There was false teaching, 

arguments, useless debates, a lack of love for one another, misunderstanding of the gospel,  

lack of prayer, men being angry toward one another, and women using the gathering as a 

chance to show off their attire rather than show their good works, women teaching and 

exercising authority over the men, and men failing in their God-given leadership role within 

the church, and maybe worst of all, there were current elders there who were proving to be 

wolves amidst the flock! (See Acts 20:17; 28-32). The situation was an absolute hornet’s nest, 

and what man in his right mind would want to step into a leadership position (the position of 

Elder) with those things going on?  

Recognizing this reality, Paul reminded the church in Ephesus (and us today) that it 

was a good and honorable thing to desire to serve as an elder, but that there were important 

qualifications to be met.  

A GOOD PURSUIT FOR ALL MEN- 1 TIMOTHY 3:1 

Knowing the situations going on in Ephesus it is no wonder that Paul needed to remind 

the men that eldership was a good thing to pursue, and was a noble and honorable role in the 

local church. This is as true for us today as it was for them. The functional bedrock of the local 

church is the role and service of the elders. As the elders go, the church family will go. From the 

apparent symptoms in Ephesus, we can confidently deduce that the elders were not leading well. 

And when there is poor leadership coupled with a high-risk environment, it takes strong 

encouragement for good leaders to aspire to lead. Paul also was making the point that it was a 

good pursuit for all men, not just for some select few. A good elder is a wonderful blessing in the 

local church and eldership is a wonderful position for all men to desire, though not all men will 

be qualified.  

A GOOD POSITION FOR QUALIFIED MEN- 1 TIMOTHY 3:2-7 

This passage, along with Titus 1:6-9 and 1 Peter 5:1-3 give us the qualifications for 

elders. These qualifications cover the entirety of the life of the man who is pursuing eldership. 

These qualifications help to ensure that a church appoints a very high caliber of man into the 
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office of elder. Each qualification provides an additional level of safety and security for the 

church. These qualifications are so expansive because the elder should be a model of Christ-like 

behavior both to the church family and to the surrounding world. The local elders are given to 

the body of christ to help protect and provide for their spiritual needs. Paul’s emphasis on the 

necessity of elders flies in the face of our modern way of thinking about our spiritual shepherds. 

Many, if not most, of our dear brothers and sisters, particularly in the western church, have 

adopted a “Senior Pastor” model of shepherding in the local church. They see the “Senior 

Pastor” as the one who is to care for them spiritually. This is not at all what the apostle Paul 

envisioned, nor what the early church practiced. The church was and is to be cared for and 

provided for by a group of Godly men who have a Spirit-led desire to love and care for their 

local church family. There will of course be one or more elders who are the regular preachers in 

the meeting time, but the elders all share the joy and burden of shepherding equally.  

Here at Grace, I have the privilege of serving as an elder alongside 3 other men who are 

lovingly devoted to shepherding our grace family. We are also encouraged by what we have seen 

in our two candidates, Nick Lowther and Eric Benson, as they continue to move forward in their 

eldership candidacies.  

Serving as an elder is not always easy or fun, but it is good and necessary for the health 

of the local church. If you have the desire to serve as an elder, we would love to pray with you 

and discuss the possibility of you serving in that role.  
 

GRACE NEWS AND NEEDS 
 

- Elder Candidate Evaluations on behalf of Eric Benson and Nick Lowther. 

 Evaluation forms are available in the foyer and online. Please return by Sunday, March 19
th
. 

- Membership Class, Sunday, March 19
th

, 10:00AM, Modular. 

- Women’s Salad Social, Saturday, March 25
th

, 1:00PM 

 Free! Sign up on the patio and bring a salad to share. 

- Men’s Breakfast, Saturday, March 25
th

, 7:30AM 

 $10, signup on the patio.  

- VOM Needs for March: 1) Bath Towels 2) Floss 3) Combs 

 


