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RESTORING ORDER 
1 Timothy 2:1-15 

Some people would say I’m about to do something really dumb today in teaching 1 Timothy 2. But here at 

Grace, we believe every word in the Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit and God’s Word for us today. So 

buckle up and please open your Bibles to 1 Timothy 2 through which  the Holy Spirit teaches us that: 

In our church family gatherings, we should pray both generally, and then, more specifically for the spread 

of the Gospel and we should serve according to our God-ordained roles as men and women.  

1 TIMOTHY 2:1–8 (ESV) 

In verses 1-8, Paul directs Timothy to reestablish prayer, praying especially for government leaders to 

maintain a peaceful society in which the Gospel can more easily spread. 

In verse 1 Paul piles on four different terms for prayer. Supplications refer to praying for personal needs. 

Prayers is a general word for addressing God. Intercessions emphasizes praying for others. Thanksgivings 

focuses on expressing gratitude to God for all His blessings. 

In verse 2 Paul wants the Ephesian believers to pray specifically for their government officials. The church 

family needs to pray for their government officials to rule in such a manner that they maintain a peaceful 

society in which the Gospel can more easily spread. History teaches us the Gospel is unstoppable. But it’s 

also true the Gospel spreads more easily if a society isn’t embroiled in war or stricken with famine and 

poverty or opposed by government. The prayer isn’t for personal comfort, but for the spread of the Gospel. 

In verses 5-6 Paul lays out the truth which God desires everyone to know. There is a lot of truth packed into 

these two verses: There is one God, not many gods as worshipped in first century Graeco-Roman culture. One 

mediator between God and men. There is conflict between God and humanity, but there is a mediator to 

bring God and mankind together. What follows is four descriptions of this mediator. First, this mediator is a 

man, a human being. ...the man Christ Jesus is a legitimate translation, but it doesn’t quite catch the 

emphasis of the Greek text that is emphasizing the humanity of this mediator. Second, the mediator is Christ 

Jesus. Third, the mediator is the one who gave Himself to be a ransom for all. A ransom is that thing that is 

necessary for deliverance. For whom is the mediator a ransom? For all humanity. Limited Atonement is an 

idea taught in some churches. Limited Atonement teaches Jesus died for only the elect. This and other 

passages make clear Jesus gave Himself on the cross to ransom all humanity. Not that all are saved, but 

provision has been made for all to be saved. Fourth, the mediator is the testimony given at the proper time. 

This phrase is difficult. Which is does not appear in the Greek text which makes clear that the phrase 

following is a fourth description of the mediator. Testimony, can also mean evidence or proof. I think Paul is 

saying that the mediator is the Proof given at His appointed time.  Jesus’ life, death and resurrection occurred 

at the time predicted by the prophets (His appointed time). Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection are the 

means by which we are saved. Therefore, Jesus, the mediator, is the Proof God desires all people to be saved 

(v.4).  

In verse 7-8, Paul again asserts his divine appointment to preach and teach the truth and by implication, to 

exercise authority in the church. It seems more arguing than praying was taking place in the meetings of the 

church. Once the false teachers are stopped, Timothy needs to restore prayer; training the Ephesian 
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believers to especially pray for their government officials to maintain a peaceful society enabling the Gospel 

to spread more easily. 

We, too, should be praying in every way for everyone. And we should be praying for our government leaders 

to lead in such a way that we have a peaceful society in which we can more easily spread the Gospel. 

In verses 9-15 Paul directs Timothy to correct another problem caused by the false teachers. 

1 TIMOTHY 2:9–15 (ESV)  

In verses 9-15 Paul directs Timothy to reestablish the proper roles of men and women in the meetings of 

the church. 

In verses 9-10, Timothy is to instruct the women to be modest in dress and active in doing good works. The 

meeting of the church family is not to be a fashion show. What Christian ladies should be known for is not 

their high fashion, but their good works. 

The meeting of the church family is not to be a free for all. Apparently, the false teachers encouraged 

women to assert themselves and voice their opinions during the teaching time. After stopping the false 

teachers, Timothy needs to restore men and women to their proper roles in the meetings of the church (vv. 

11-15).  

Men are to lead in the meeting of the church and especially in the teaching of Scripture. Women are to learn 

quietly during the teaching with a submissive attitude towards the men who are teaching. Why is this so? 

Because God established distinct roles for men and women at creation. These roles transcend time and 

culture (v. 13-14). Being created first established Adam as leader. He exercised his authority in naming the 

animals and eventually naming Eve. The role of men is to lead. Eve was formed second; her role was to be a 

help-meet to Adam. Eve was created to be a companion to Adam and his help-meet. When Eve stepped out 

of her role as help-meet she was deceived and disobeyed God’s command. Paul’s point is that, it was when 

the woman stepped out of her role that bad things happened. 

Eve’s role is described here as childbearing. Is that some kind of slight like, “barefoot and pregnant in the 

kitchen”? Not at all. It reflects the essential role given Eve. What was God’s commission for Adam and Eve 

(Genesis 1:28)? What is Eve’s role in helping fulfill this commission? It is bearing the children by which 

humanity will multiply, fill the earth and subdue it. Childbearing is hardly a derogatory way of describing 

Eve’s God-ordained role. 

Eve represents womankind. Paul says Eve needs to be saved from something. And that that salvation will be 

brought about by her fulfilling her God ordained role. From what will Eve and her daughters be saved 

through fulfilling their role? First, it is not being saved from eternal damnation. It is not being saved in the 

sense of going to heaven when she dies. This salvation is tied to her fulfilling her role and continuing in faith, 

love, holiness and self-control. These are the works by which she will be saved. This cannot be justification 

salvation. Justification salvation is a free gift accepted by faith. 

The core idea of save is to rescue, to deliver. From what does Eve and womankind need to be rescued? 

GENESIS 3:16 (NET)  
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To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your labor pains; with pain you will give birth to children. You 

will want to control
1
 your husband, but he will dominate

2
 you.” 

Eve, and her daughters, need to be rescued from their desire to control their husbands. The only way for Eve 

and her daughters to be rescued from this desire is to focus on their role, not their husband’s. Overcoming 

the desire to control requires continual faith, love, holiness and self-control. 

God’s created roles for men and women are to be followed not only in the home, but also in the church.  

God’s creation order is timeless and transcends culture. Primary spiritual authority over the church is the 

responsibility of men, the Elders. To teach the Scriptures is to exercise spiritual authority. Therefore, in the 

meeting of the church with a mixed audience of adult men and women, the formal teaching of Scripture is 

reserved for men approved by the Elders. Likewise, in home groups consisting of a mixed audience of men 

and women, the formal teaching of Scripture is reserved for men.  

That isn’t a blank check saying every man is qualified to teach and to exercise authority. Those men who 

teach must have the spiritual gift of teaching, be approved by the Elders and proven themselves to be 

competent students of God’s Word. Likewise, as we will study next week in 1 Timothy 3, a man who would 

exercise authority in the church must meet certain qualifications of spiritual maturity and fitness. 

This passage is not teaching male superiority and female inferiority. Role distinctions do not equal value 

distinctions. Even within the Trinity, there are role distinctions, but we would never conclude that any 

member of the Trinity is inferior to the others. This passage is teaching God has established distinct roles for 

men and women. When we serve according to our roles, we experience the blessed life both in our homes 

and in our church. 

This passage is limited in what it addresses. It addresses our conduct in the meeting of the church. It 

provides a corrective to some of the women in Ephesus who were not conducting themselves appropriately. 

It is not a general criticism of women; it addresses a specific problem caused by the false teachers. Paul does 

not address the failure of many men to lead in their homes or in the church because he is addressing a 

specific problem at Ephesus. That men fail to fulfill their role is a given. The Holy Spirit addresses men’s 

issues in other places in the Scriptures. Paul’s focus on the women is not a denial men have problems too. 

                                                           

1 Heb “and toward your husband [will be] your desire.” The nominal sentence does not have a verb; a future verb must be supplied, because the 

focus of the oracle is on the future struggle. The precise meaning of the noun téshuqah, (“desire”) is debated. Many interpreters conclude 

that it refers to sexual desire here, because the subject of the passage is the relationship between a wife and her husband, and because the 

word is used in a romantic sense in Song 7:11 HT (7:10 ET). However, this interpretation makes little sense in Gen 3:16. First, it does not fit 

well with the assertion “he will dominate you.” Second, it implies that sexual desire was not part of the original creation, even though the 

man and the woman were told to multiply. And third, it ignores the usage of the word in Gen 4:7 where it refers to sin’s desire to control and 

dominate Cain. (Even in Song of Songs it carries the basic idea of “control,” for it describes the young man’s desire to “have his way sexually” 

with the young woman.) In Gen 3:16 the LORD announces a struggle, a conflict between the man and the woman. She will desire to control 

him, but he will dominate her instead. This interpretation also fits the tone of the passage, which is a judgment oracle. 
2 The Hebrew verb (mashal) means “to rule over,” but in a way that emphasizes powerful control, domination, or mastery. This also is part of 

the baser human nature. The translation assumes the imperfect verb form has an objective/indicative sense here. Another option is to 

understand it as having a modal, desiderative nuance, “but he will want to dominate you.” In this case, the LORD simply announces the 

struggle without indicating who will emerge victorious. 

   This passage is a judgment oracle. It announces that conflict between man and woman will become the norm in human society. It does not 

depict the NT ideal, where the husband sacrificially loves his wife, as Christ loved the church, and where the wife recognizes the husband’s 

loving leadership in the family and voluntarily submits to it. Sin produces a conflict or power struggle between the man and the woman, but 

in Christ man and woman call a truce and live harmoniously (Eph 5:18–32). 
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Can women exercise authority and teach the Scriptures? Absolutely! We have incredibly gifted teachers and 

gifted leaders among our sisters here at Grace. We celebrate and support our sisters who have these gifts. 

There is nothing in this passage that suggests women are in anyway less spiritually gifted or capable than 

men. By God’s grace, the Elders will continue to lead in such a way that our ladies flourish here at Grace. 

May we be a church family that adorns the Gospel by the way we joyfully serve the Lord and each other 

according to our God-ordained roles. 

GRACE NEWS AND NEEDS 
 

- Elder Candidate Evaluations on behalf of Eric Benson and Nick Lowther. 

 Evaluation forms available in the foyer. Please return by Sunday, March 19
th
. 

- Membership Class, Sunday, March 19
th

, 10:00AM, Modular. 

- VOM Needs for February: 1) Twin flat sheets, 2) Toothbrushes 

- Men’s Breakfast, Saturday, March 25
th

, 7:30AM 

 $10, signup on patio.  

- Women’s Salad Social, Saturday, March 25
th

, 1:00PM 

 Free! Sign up on patio and bring a salad to share. 

- General Fund Giving Through Sunday, 02/26/2023 

 2023 combined weekly need of: $118,003.00 

 General Fund Giving for 2023:  $110,392.60 

 Shortfall:          $-7,610.40 


