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TIMOTHY’S TOUGH ASSIGNMENT 
1 Timothy 1:1-5 

Augustine was one of the most influential men in all Church history.1 Augustine interpreted the parable of 

the Good Samaritan in a very interesting way. According to Augustine, the man traveling on the road is 

Adam. The robbers are the Devil. Adam was stripped of immortality and beaten into sin. The priest and 

Levite who did not help Adam are the Law of Moses and the Hebrew prophets. The Good Samaritan is Jesus 

and the inn is the Church. The two denarii paid for his upkeep are the promises of this life and the life to 

come. The innkeeper is none other than the Apostle Paul. Augustine believed this was the deeper, spiritual 

meaning of the Good Samaritan.  

Is this a legitimate interpretation of the Good Samaritan? Jesus told the parable in answer to the question, 

“Who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:25-37). Are there two meanings to this parable? Should we be looking for 

“deeper spiritual” meanings in the Bible? 

The Apostle Paul actually dealt with this issue in a letter he wrote to his much-loved co-worker, Timothy. 

Paul sent Timothy to Ephesus to stop false teachers and restore order. It was a tough assignment. After 

several months Paul may have caught wind that Timothy, beaten up and discouraged, was thinking about 

calling it quits. Paul wrote to encourage Timothy to stay the course and “fight the good fight”. 

What were the false teachers teaching? 

The false teachers were devoting themselves to myths and endless genealogies. To put it into contemporary 

terms, the false teachers were allegorizing the Old Testament Scriptures. 

What does it mean to allegorize? 

Allegorizing is searching for a hidden or a secret meaning underlying but remote from and unrelated in 

reality to the more obvious meaning of a text. In other words, the literal reading is a sort of code, which 

needs to be deciphered to determine the more significant and hidden meaning. In this approach the literal 

is superficial; the allegorical is the true meaning.2 

The problem with allegorizing is the problem of source. An allegory that appears in the Bible comes from the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit through the human author such as the Apostle Paul. Studying the context, we 

can determine the meaning of the allegory. 

When a teacher like Augustine, allegorizes, the meaning comes from his imagination; it is completely 

subjective. It is not inspired by the Holy Spirit. It is impossible to validate the truthfulness of the meaning 

given. This is why we reject allegorizing as a legitimate approach to interpreting the Bible. 

Allegorizing always hurts the Church. 

TIMOTHY 1:3–5 (ESV)  

                                                           

1  Augustine of Hippo (13 November 354 – 28 August 430), also known as Saint Augustine, was a theologian, philosopher and the bishop 

of Hippo Regius in Numidia, Roman North Africa. His writings influenced the development of Western philosophy and Western Christianity, 

and he is viewed as one of the most important Church Fathers of the Latin Church in the Patristic Period. His many important works 

include The City of God, On Christian Doctrine, and Confessions. 

2 Campbell, Donald K. “Foreword.” In Basic Bible Interpretation: A Practical Guide to Discovering Biblical Truth, edited by Craig Bubeck Sr. 

Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 1991. 29. 
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Allegorizing hurt the Ephesian church in two ways.  1) It provoked speculations which means it provoked 

arguments and division. Did the town of “Succoth” refer to prayer or patience? Did the gopher wood of 

which Noah’s Ark built really refer to the cross on which Jesus died? What stupid, worthless things to argue 

over when those ideas are nowhere in the text! Some believers probably thought it was really cool to find 

“deeper” meanings that only the really spiritual could see. Other people gave up trying to understand the 

Scriptures for themselves because they didn’t see what the false teachers saw. 

2) Allegorizing was leading the church family away from the stewardship from God that is by faith, that is, 

allegorizing was leading the church away from the One upon Whom they should have been focusing – Jesus! 

Jesus, crucified, buried, resurrected and coming again is the stewardship from God that is by faith. Jesus is the 

focus of God’s story during the Church Age. Our teaching should focus on Jesus such that it is helping us love 

Him more purely, obey Him more completely and trust Him more fully 

Allegorizing Scripture is bad and should not be done.  

The only proper method of interpretation is the literal, historical, grammatical method whereby we seek 

to understand the meaning of the original author as understood by the original audience.3  

A literal, historical, grammatical hermeneutic is what helps believers grow in their love, obedience, faith and 

service for Jesus.4 I challenge you as my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ to reject the allegorizing of 

Scripture. Hold fast to good Bible study principles. This is the most important thing we must do in order to 

be faithful to Jesus in these days of apostasy. 

 

GRACE NEWS AND NEEDS 
- Family Desert Trip. Mark Your Calendar 

 Feb 24-26 @ Ocotillo Wells. Dinner will be provided Saturday night.  

- Spring Bible Studies & Home Groups are starting up!  

 Groups and studies for everyone. Check the website for info. gccramona.com 

- VOM Needs for February: 1) Twin flat sheets, 2) Toothbrushes 

                                                           

3 For a thorough understanding of our convictions regarding Bible interpretation:  https://www.bible-researcher.com/chicago2.html 
4 To learn how to study the Bible well we recommend Living By The Book by Dr. Howard Hendricks. 


