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NAHUM 

WHO WAS NAHUM? 

The name “Nahum“ means comfort or consolation. His book, a 
message of destruction for Nineveh, the capital city of the Assyrian 
Empire, brought comfort to the nations under Assyrian domination. 
The only thing we know about Nahum is found in 1:1 which says he was 
from Elkosh, a town or village about which we have no information. 

When did Nahum serve as God’s prophet? 

WHEN DID NAHUM SERVE AS GOD’S PROPHET? 

Nineveh was destroyed in 612B.C. Nahum refers to the destruction of 
the city of Thebes in Egypt which took place in 663B.C. Therefore, 
Nahum ministered in the 50-year span between 663B.C. and 612B.C. 

There was another Hebrew prophet who preached to Nineveh.... Jonah 
preached in the streets of Nineveh in 800B.C., 150 years before 
Nahum. As Pastor Phil joked, Jonah would much rather have preached 
the message of Nahum than the message of repentance (Jonah 3:4-5). 

What was happening at the time of Nahum’s ministry? 

WHAT WAS HAPPENING AT THE TIME OF NAHUMS’ MINISTRY? 

The Assyrian Empire was at its zenith. It stretched the entire Fertile 
Crescent from the Persian Gulf in the east to Egypt in the 
west.  Ruthless and cruel, the Assyrians made war for the purpose of 
plunder. Nineveh was extremely wealthy and seemed impregnable. In 
722B.C. the Assyrians obliterated the northern kingdom of Israel. 70 
years later, in the days of Nahum, Assyria reduced the southern 
kingdom of Judah to a vassal state and required Judah to pay annual 
tribute. 
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Nahum’s prophecy of Nineveh’s destruction was welcome news to the 
people of Judah. 

The Book of Nahum is three chapters in length. In chapter one, 
Nineveh’s doom is declared. In chapter two, Nineveh’s doom is 
described and in chapter three, Nahum gives the reasons Nineveh’s 
doom is deserved.1 

NINEVEH’S DOOM DECLARED (1:1-15) 

NAHUM 1:1–3A (ESV)  

1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of 
Nahum of Elkosh.  

2 The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is 
avenging and wrathful; the Lord takes vengeance on his 
adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies. 3 The Lord is 
slow to anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no 
means clear the guilty.  

The Lord is jealous for His people, Judah. He will avenge their suffering 
at the hands of the Assyrians. But He is also slow to anger - even 
towards the Assyrians! 

 

 

NAHUM 1:3B–6 (ESV)  

His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the 
dust of his feet. 4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; he 
dries up all the rivers; Bashan and Carmel wither; the bloom 
of Lebanon withers. 5 The mountains quake before him; the 
hills melt; the earth heaves before him, the world and all 
who dwell in it. 6 Who can stand before his indignation? Who 
can endure the heat of his anger? His wrath is poured out 
like fire, and the rocks are broken into pieces by him.  

                                            
1
 Headings taken from study of Nahum by Hampton Keathley IV. 



08/15/2021 MINOR PROPHETS, MAJOR PROBLEMS PAUL NELSON 

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH, RAMONA, CA PAGE 3 GCCRAMONA.COM/SERMONS 

When God sets out to avenge His people, He is unstoppable. His power 
is demonstrated in tornadoes and hurricanes and earthquakes. He can 
dry up the sea as He did in the Exodus. He can wither the vegetation, 
and destroy everything on the earth. God has the power to do 
whatever He wants. No one can stand in His way. 

In ancient near eastern battle accounts and Assyrian records, kings 
often described their battles with similar words. For example: Ashur-
nasir-apli II claimed that at his approach “all lands convulse, writhe, and 
melt as though in a furnace.“ His was a vain boast, but the One Who 
truly can and does convulse the earth is Yahweh and He is coming after 
the Assyrians! 

But God’s wrath and power are tempered by His goodness. 

NAHUM 1:7 (ESV)  

7 The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he 
knows those who take refuge in him.  

God is aware of those who trust in Him and will preserve them. This is 
our comfort as we witness the disintegration of our society. God is our 
refuge and stronghold. 

God was a refuge to Judah, but an enemy of Nineveh. 

NAHUM 1:8 (ESV)  

8 But with an overflowing flood he will make a complete end 
of the adversaries, and will pursue his enemies into 
darkness.  

God will make a complete end of Nineveh. After the destruction of 
612B.C. Nineveh was never rebuilt. You can go to the site of ancient 
Nineveh now surrounded by the modern city of Mosul in Northern Iraq. 
Ancient Thebes was destroyed by the Assyrians, but it was rebuilt. 
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians but it was rebuilt. 
Nineveh was destroyed by God and was never rebuilt. God made a 
complete end of Nineveh. 
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In 1:12-15. Nahum alternates between the destruction of Nineveh and 
the restoration of Judah to show a contrast. The one who was on top 
will be brought down. The one who is on bottom will be restored. This 
is the way God always operates. The Last will be First and the First will 
be Last. God humbles those who exalt themselves and exalts those 
who humble themselves. 

Assyria was God’s instrument for destroying the northern kingdom of 
Israel, but it went to their heads and they attributed success to their 
own power. 

NAHUM 1:12–15 (ESV)  

12 Thus says the Lord, “Though they are at full strength and 
many, they will be cut down and pass away. Though I have 
afflicted you, I will afflict you no more. 13 And now I will 
break his yoke from off you and will burst your bonds 
apart.”  

14 The Lord has given commandment about you: “No more 
shall your name be perpetuated; from the house of your 
gods I will cut off the carved image and the metal image. I 
will make your grave, for you are vile.”  

15 Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings 
good news, who publishes peace! Keep your feasts, O Judah; 
fulfill your vows, for never again shall the worthless pass 
through you; he is utterly cut off.  

NINEVEH’S DOOM DESCRIBED (2:1-13) 

Imagine you are with Nahum on the wall of Nineveh watching the 
advancing armies below. Outside the walls spreads the streets and 
rooftops of those who live in the suburbs of Nineveh. As the enemy 
advances through the suburbs in their red uniforms and red-copper 
shields it looks like blood flowing through the streets below. It testifies 
to the rivers of blood spilt by Assyrian hands.  

NAHUM 2:1–5 (ESV)  
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1 The scatterer has come up against you. Man the ramparts; 
watch the road; dress for battle; collect all your strength.  

3 The shield of his mighty men is red; his soldiers are 
clothed in scarlet. The chariots come with flashing metal on 
the day he musters them; the cypress spears are brandished. 
4 The chariots race madly through the streets; they rush to 
and fro through the squares; they gleam like torches; they 
dart like lightning. 5 He remembers his officers; they 
stumble as they go, they hasten to the wall; the siege tower 
is set up.  

From the wall it looks like blood pouring through the streets of the 
suburbs and splashing up the sides of the wall. The red shields and 
uniforms of the enemy picture the bloodshed that’s coming. The light 
flashing off their chariots, armor and spears look like torches and 
flashes of lightning. The soldiers stumble over dead bodies piled in the 
streets as they hurry to lay siege to Nineveh. 

NAHUM 2:6–8 (ESV)  

6 The river gates are opened; the palace melts away; 7 its 
mistress is stripped; she is carried off, her slave girls 
lamenting, moaning like doves and beating their breasts. 8 
Nineveh is like a pool whose waters run away. “Halt! Halt!” 
they cry, but none turns back.  

The massive walls of Nineveh will not protect. The dams of the Khoser 
Reservoir will be opened and the floodwaters will tear a hole in the city 
wall. Enemy soldiers will race in like a flood. Like water draining out of 
a pool, the Assyrian army will abandon the city. 

Why is God so incensed against Nineveh? 

NINEVEH’S DOOM DESERVED (3:1-19) 

NAHUM 3:1–4 (ESV)  

1 Woe to the bloody city, all full of lies and plunder— no end 
to the prey! 2 The crack of the whip, and rumble of the 
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wheel, galloping horse and bounding chariot! 3 Horsemen 
charging, flashing sword and glittering spear, hosts of slain, 
heaps of corpses, dead bodies without end— they stumble 
over the bodies! 4 And all for the countless whorings of the 
prostitute, graceful and of deadly charms, who betrays 
nations with her whorings, and peoples with her charms.  

These verses describe the atrocities of the Assyrians.  

Nineveh was the capital of one of the cruelest, vilest, most powerful, 
and most idolatrous empires in the world. For example, writing of one 
of his conquests, Ashurnasirpal II (883–859) boasted, “I stormed the 
mountain peaks and took them. In the midst of the mighty mountain I 
slaughtered them; with their blood I dyed the mountain red like 
wool.… The heads of their warriors I cut off, and I formed them into a 
pillar over against their city; their young men and their maidens I 
burned in the fire” (Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and 
Babylonia, 1:148). Regarding one captured leader, he wrote, “I flayed 
[him], his skin I spread upon the wall of the city …” (ibid., 1:146). He 
also wrote of mutilating the bodies of live captives and stacking their 
corpses in piles. 

No wonder Nahum called Nineveh “the city of blood” (3:1), a city noted 
for its “cruelty”! (3:19) 

Ashurbanipal was egotistic: “I [am] Ashurbanipal, the great [king], the 
mighty king, king of the universe, king of Assyria.… The great gods … 
magnified my name; they made my rule powerful” (ibid., 2:323–4). 
Esarhaddon was even more boastful. “I am powerful, I am all powerful, 
I am a hero, I am gigantic, I am colossal, I am honored, I am magnified, 
I am without equal among all kings, the chosen one of Asshur, Nabu, 
and Marduk” (ibid., 2:226). 

                                            
ibid. ibidem, in the same place 

ibid. ibidem, in the same place 

ibid. ibidem, in the same place 
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No wonder God’s long suffering came to an end. In 3:5 God declares He 
is against Nineveh. 

 

NAHUM 3:5–7 (ESV)  

5 Behold, I am against you, declares the Lord of hosts, and 
will lift up your skirts over your face; and I will make nations 
look at your nakedness and kingdoms at your shame. 6 I will 
throw filth at you and treat you with contempt and make 
you a spectacle. 7 And all who look at you will shrink from 
you and say, “Wasted is Nineveh; who will grieve for her?” 
Where shall I seek comforters for you? 

No one will grieve the destruction of Nineveh and the demise of the 
Assyrian Empire. 

This prophecy was given about 650B.C. and in 612B.C. it was fulfilled. 
About a dozen specific prophecies were made in Nahum and fulfilled in 
the destruction of Nahum.  

Nahum’s declaration of the destruction of Nineveh brought great 
comfort to the people of Judah. 

WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM NAHUM? 

God is Sovereign – God controls both nature and the nations. He used 
the Babylonians to bring his judgment on the Assyrians. He also used a 
flood to help the Babylonians. 

God is Just - Assyria's judgment was well deserved. Although God used 
them to destroy Israel, it went to their heads and they attributed their 
success to their own power. God also dealt with the Assyrians 
appropriate to the way in which they had dealt with other nations. 
Many of the same atrocities they committed on others were 
committed on them. 

What is hard to understand is why God allowed the Assyrians to 
continue their reign of terror for so long? God is long-suffering giving 
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even wicked men time to repent. For this we should be grateful – that 
God does not immediately punish wickedness, but gives time for 
repentance and restoration. None of us would be here if God were not 
long-suffering toward us and our sin. 

God Protects His People - Although God used Assyria to discipline 
Israel, He protected the southern kingdom of Judah from Assyria 
giving Judah more time to repent. 

The Fulfilled Prophecies of Nahum Evidence Divine Inspiration – 
Nahum could not have predicted these events that took place at the 
time of Nineveh’s destruction. They were revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit. 

In the Great Tribulation, God Will Judge All Nations – one of the 
three purposes of the 7-year Tribulation is to make an end of 
wickedness and wicked ones. Through the Great Tribulation God will 
punish all the nations of the earth for their wickedness.  

ISAIAH 24:1–23 (ESV)  

1 Behold, the Lord will empty the earth and make it 
desolate, and he will twist its surface and scatter its 
inhabitants.  

3 The earth shall be utterly empty and utterly plundered; 
for the Lord has spoken this word. 4 The earth mourns and 
withers; the world languishes and withers; the highest 
people of the earth languish. 5 The earth lies defiled under 
its inhabitants; for they have transgressed the laws, violated 
the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. 6 Therefore a 
curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their 
guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are scorched, 
and few men are left.  

17 Terror and the pit and the snare are upon you, O 
inhabitant of the earth! 18 He who flees at the sound of the 
terror shall fall into the pit, and he who climbs out of the 
pit shall be caught in the snare. For the windows of heaven 
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are opened, and the foundations of the earth tremble. 19 
The earth is utterly broken, the earth is split apart, the 
earth is violently shaken. 20 The earth staggers like a 
drunken man; it sways like a hut; its transgression lies heavy 
upon it, and it falls, and will not rise again.  

21 On that day the Lord will punish the host of heaven, in 
heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth. 22 They 
will be gathered together as prisoners in a pit; they will be 
shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be 
punished. 23 Then the moon will be confounded and the sun 
ashamed, for the Lord of hosts reigns on Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders.  

And what do we see revealed in Revelation 6:1-17 which describes the 
early days of the Great Tribulation? 

REVELATION 6:1–17 (ESV)  

1 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven 
seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say with a 
voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I looked, and behold, a 
white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given 
to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.  

3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living 
creature say, “Come!” 4 And out came another horse, bright 
red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, 
so that people should slay one another, and he was given a 
great sword.  

5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living 
creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a black 
horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I 
heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four 
living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, 
and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm 
the oil and wine!”  
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7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the 
fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8 And I looked, and 
behold, a pale horse! And its rider’s name was Death, and 
Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a 
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and 
with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.  

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and 
for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a 
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long 
before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?” 11 Then they were each given a white 
robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of 
their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, 
who were to be killed as they themselves had been.  

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, 
there was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as 
sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the stars 
of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter 
fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky vanished like a 
scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island 
was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth 
and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the 
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in 
the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling 
to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the 
face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, 
and who can stand?”  

On the one hand, be comforted like Judah of old, that one day God will 
punish the wickedness of man and of nations and will remove it from 
the earth. 
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But on the other hand, be reminded that we, too, will give account of 
our lives at the judgment seat of Christ. 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:10 (ESV)  

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he 
has done in the body, whether good or evil.  
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Fulfillments of Nahum’s Prophecies 
1. The Assyrian fortresses surrounding the city would be easily captured (3:12). 

According to the Babylonian Chronicle the fortified towns in Nineveh’s environs began to fall in 614 B.C. 
including Tabris, present-day Sharif-Khan, a few miles northwest of Nineveh. 

2. The besieged Ninevites would prepare bricks and mortar for emergency defense walls 
(3:14). 
A.T. Olmstead reported: “To the south of the gate, the moat is still filled with fragments of stone and of mud 
bricks from the walls, heaped up when they were breached” (History of Assyria. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1951, p. 637). 

3. The city gates would be destroyed (3:13). 
Olmstead noted: “The main attack was directed from the northwest and the brunt fell upon the Hatamti gate 
at this corner … Within the gate are traces of the counter wall raised by the inhabitants in their last extremity” 
(History of Assyria, p. 637). 

4. In the final hours of the attack the Ninevites would be drunk (1:10; 3:11) 
Diodorus Siculus (ca. 20 B.C.) wrote, “The Assyrian king … distributed to his soldiers meats and liberal 
supplies of wine and provisions … While the whole army was thus carousing, the friends of Arbakes learned 
from some deserters of the slackness and drunkenness which prevailed in the enemy’s camp and made an 
unexpected attack by night” (Bibliotheca Historica 2. 26. 4) 

5. Nineveh would be destroyed by a flood (1:8; 2:6, 8). 
Diodorus wrote that in the third year of the siege heavy rains caused a nearby river to flood part of the city 
and break part of the walls (Bibliotheca Historica 2. 26. 9; 2. 27.3). Xenophon referred to terrifying thunder 
(presumably with a storm) associated with the city’s capture (Anabasis, 3. 4. 12). Also the Khosr River, 
entering the city from the northwest at the Ninlil Gate and running through the city in a southwesterly 
direction, may have flooded because of heavy rains, or the enemy may have destroyed its sluice gate. 

6. Nineveh would be destroyed by fire (1:10; 2:13; 3:15). 
Archeological excavations at Nineveh have revealed charred wood, charcoal, and ashes. “There was no 
question about the clear traces of burning of the temple (as also in the palace of Sennacherib), for a layer of 
ash about two inches thick lay clearly defined in places on the southeast side about the level of the Sargon 
pavement” (R. Campbell Thompson and R.W. Hutchinson, A Century of Exploration at Nineveh. London: 
Luzac, 1929, pp. 45, 77). 

7. The city’s capture would be attended by a great massacre of people (3:3). 
“In two battles fought on the plain before the city the rebels defeated the Assyrians … so great was the 
multitude of the slain that the flowing stream, mingled with their blood, changed its color for a considerable 
distance” (Diodorus, Bibliotheca Historica 2. 26. 6–7) 

8. Plundering and pillaging would accompany the overthrow of the city (2:9–10). 
According to the Babylonian Chronicle, “Great quantities of spoil from the city, beyond counting, they carried 
off. The city [they turned] into a mound and ruin heap” (Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, 
2:420). 

 

9. When Nineveh would be captured its people would try to escape (2:8) 
“Sardanapalus [another name for king Sin-shar-ishkun] sent away his three sons and two daughters with 
much treasure into Paphlagonia, to the governor of Kattos, the most loyal of his subjects” (Diodorus, 
Bibliotheca Historica, 2. 26. 8 

10. The Ninevite officers would weaken and flee (3:17). 
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The Babylonian Chronicle states that “[The army] of Assyria deserted [lit., ran away before] the king” 
(Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, 2:420). 

11. Nineveh’s images and idols would be destroyed (1:14). 
R. Campbell Thompson and R.W. Hutchinson reported that the statue of the goddess Ishtar lay headless in 
the debris of Nineveh’s ruins (“The British Museum Excavations on the Temple of Ishtar at Nineveh, 1930–1,” 
Annals of Archeology and Anthropology. 19, pp. 55–6). 

12. Nineveh’s destruction would be final (1:9, 14). 
Many cities of the ancient Near East were rebuilt after being destroyed (e.g., Samaria, Jerusalem, Babylon) 
but not Nineveh.

2
 

 

 

 

 

                                            
2 Elliott E. Johnson, “Nahum,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 
(Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1495. 


