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Part 1. The Coming of the King 

Part 2.   The Authentication of the King  

Part 3.   The Controversy over the King 

Part 4.   The Training of the Twelve by the King 

 To Whom Are You Listening? 

Part 5.   The Opposition to the King:   

Part 6.   The Preparation of the Disciples by the  King  

Part 7.   The Official Presentation of the King  

Part 8.   The Preparation for the Death of the King  

Part 9.   The Trial of the King:   

Part 10.   The Death of the King   

Part 11.   The Resurrection and the Ascension of the King   

Part 12.   The Sequels 

TO WHOM ARE YOU 
LISTENING? 

Matthew 15:39-16:12; Mark 8:10-21 
Yeshua §§82-83 

I was visiting with a member of our church 
family in the hospital when I was asked to 
pray for her roommate in the next bed. 

It came out in our chat that this young lady is 
a Christian and after a bit more visiting, I 
asked how I might pray for her. She 
responded by saying she knew God wanted 
her to be rich, but she was struggling to pay 
her bills. She wasn’t sure what was wrong, 
but she knew God wanted her to be wealthy. 

I found this exchange very interesting. Out of all the things she could have asked 
for, this was upper most on her mind. Not how she could grow from this experience. 
Not how she could be a witness to the nurses and doctors caring for her. Not for her 
family who were worried about her. But how God was going to make her rich. 

Obviously she has been listening to someone who has saturated her mind with 
health, wealth and prosperity teaching. And as a result, this is the filter through 
which she views life. 

Who we listen to shapes who we are and that for which we live. It is critically 
important we choose wisely those to whom we listen. 

This was a lesson our Lord Jesus taught His disciples after the feeding of the four 
thousand recorded in Matthew 15. 

We pick up the story of Yeshua Messiah King in Matthew 15:39 where we read of 
a confrontation between Jesus and His enemies. 

    

JESUS CONFRONTED BY HIS ENEMIES 
MATTHEW 15:39–16:4 (ESV)  

39 And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the 
region of Magadan.  

After Jesus left the region of Decapolis where He had 
spent three days ministering to Gentiles and feeding the 
four thousand, He went by boat to the region Matthew 
refers to as Magadan (15:39) and Mark refers to as 
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Dalmanutha (Mark 8:10). Magadan was the name of the town, while Dalmanutha in 
Aramaic means “the harbor.” Thus, Dalmanutha was the harbor of Magadan. 
Magadan/Dalmanutha were located near Capernaum. 

While in Magadan, a delegation of Pharisees and Sadducees (likely come from 
Jerusalem), attempted to trap Jesus.  

1 And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to 
show them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered them, “When it is evening, you 
say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be 
stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret 
the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4 An 
evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of Jonah.” So he left them and departed. 

Since the Day of Rejection (Matthew 12) the scribes and Pharisees have pursued 
Jesus seeking a way to eliminate Him. At this point in Jesus’ ministry, the Pharisees 
joined forces with the Sadducees.  

The Pharisees and Sadducees were not natural allies. 

The Pharisees were comprised of common people from all tribes of Israel committed 
to living a righteous life before God as defined by the Law of Moses and the Oral 
Law, the Mishnah. Pharisees considered the 39 books of the Hebrew Scriptures 
(what we refer to as the Old Testament) as divine revelation. The Pharisees lived in 
the towns and villages of Israel; many served as rabbis and taught in the local 
synagogues and schools. 

The Sadducees, on the other hand, were aristocrats. They came from the priestly 
tribe of Levi. They controlled the Temple. They were heavily involved in politics. 
They disdained the common people and kept to themselves. Like the Pharisees, they 
were devout Jews, but with a significantly different theology. Oddly enough, the 
Sadducees were considered more conservative in their theology than the Pharisees. 
The Sadducees believed only the five books of Torah, Genesis through 
Deuteronomy, were Scripture. They considered everything else in the Hebrew 
Scriptures as commentary. As a result, the Sadducees rejected certain doctrines they 
claimed were missing from the Torah, particularly the belief in a future resurrection 
of the dead. Additionally, the Sadducees rejected the authority of the Oral Law. 

The alliance of Pharisees and Sadducees was a case of “the enemy of my enemy is 
my friend.” 

Matthew tells us they asked Jesus for a sign from heaven in order to test Him. They 
were seeking to trip Jesus up so that they might have something about which to 
accuse Him. 
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Prior to this confrontation and prior to the Day of Rejection (Matthew 12), Jesus had 
performed numerous miraculous signs including resurrection, healing a Jewish leper 
and casting out a demon that caused muteness. These Pharisees and Sadducees had 
overwhelming evidence Jesus was from God and was the promised Messiah. But the 
Pharisees rejected that evidence as having been accomplished by the power of 
Satan. The Sadducees rejected Jesus as being against the Temple because of His 
cleansing of the Temple at the beginning of His public ministry (John 2:13-22). Their 
request for a miraculous sign was anything but sincere. 

As a result of these spiritual leaders’ rejection, Jesus declared on the Day of 
Rejection that that generation would not receive any more signs except one; the 
sign of Jonah (Matthew 12:39).  

Jesus saw through their request and exposed their hypocrisy. On the one hand, the 
Pharisees and Sadducees could predict the weather based on the appearance of 
the sky, but on the other hand they couldn’t or wouldn’t read the signs of Jesus’ 
miracles, teachings and fulfillment of prophecy to see that He was from God and 
that He is the promised Messiah. Jesus reiterated that this generation is evil and 
adulterous and will receive no sign except the sign of Jonah. 

What is the sign of Jonah? It is the sign of the resurrection. Some believe the sign of 
Jonah is the three days and three nights the prophet was in the belly of the great 
fish. But I believe the sign of Jonah is not the 3 days and nights, but the fact that he 
died and was resurrected on the third day. In Jonah 2:7, Jonah gives thanks to God 
Who, brought me up alive from the pit, which is a Jewish idiom for the grave and 
death. In this way, Jonah is a perfect type of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

The only sign that generation would receive would be the sign of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

Having refused their request, Jesus left them and departed with the disciples. They 
headed for Bethsaida on the east side of Capernaum. When they reached shore, 
the disciples discovered they had forgotten to bring bread for their journey. Jesus 
saw this as a teachable moment to tie into what they had experienced with the 
Pharisees and Sadducees. 

JESUS WARNED HIS DISCIPLES 
MATTHEW 16:5–12 (ESV)  

5 When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any 
bread. 6 Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees.” 7 And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, 
“We brought no bread.” 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of little faith, 
why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 9 
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Do you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five 
thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the 
four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 11 How is it that you fail 
to understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that he did not tell them 
to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.  

Jesus warned His disciples to guard themselves against the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees. Mark adds a third group, Herod, or the Herodions (Mark 8:15). 

Rabbinic tradition taught that leaven (yeast) is a symbol of sin which puffs up and 
permeates the human soul. Since bread was on the mind of His disciples, Jesus chose 
to make the connection between the leaven that permeates bread and the 
teachings of the Pharisees, Sadducees and Herodions. Jesus warned His disciples to 
guard their minds and hearts lest some of the teachings of the Pharisees, Sadducees 
and Herodions permeate and corrupt their souls. 

Somehow the disciples took Jesus’ warning as a rebuke for their failure to bring 
physical bread. Jesus chided them for thinking they were in trouble for not bringing 
bread. They should have realized that providing a few loaves of bread for thirteen 
men was no problem for the One Who had recently fed thousands! 

Jesus was not talking about physical bread, but the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.  Jesus warned His disciples to not allow the errant teachings and 
attitudes of the Pharisees, Sadducees and Herodions to influence their walk with the 
Father. 

We, too, must guard against incorrect theology and the bad spirit that often comes 
with it. 

We, of all generations of the Church, need to heed this warning. We are inundated 
with teachers who want to influence us to follow their theology.  

Be very picky about those to whom you listen. 

In the area of Christian, spiritual teaching, observe carefully how each teacher 
handles God Word. Two general principles  

 Listen to those who interpret the Bible according to its historical, grammatical, 
literal context seeking first to understand what the biblical text meant to the 
original audience. 

 Listen to those who teach expositorily, that is, those who teach through whole 
books of the Bible so that they are teaching things in context and allowing 
the Word of God to control the topics taught. 
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Let the Elders and Pastors help you if you are unsure. If you have a question about 
a teacher or author, we’ll help you research it out and determine if they are rightly 
handling God’s Word or not. 

To whom are you listening? 

It matters a great deal. The people to whom we are listening are shaping our 
worldview and our character. What we believe determines how we live and for 
what we live. This is why the Apostle Paul teaches us to let the Word of Christ dwell 
in us richly (Colossians 3:16). The battle is for our minds. Psalm One tells us: 

PSALM 1:1–6 (ESV)  

1 Blessed is the man  

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,  

nor stands in the way of sinners,  

nor sits in the seat of scoffers;  

2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord,  

and on his law he meditates day and night.  

3 He is like a tree  

planted by streams of water  

that yields its fruit in its season,  

and its leaf does not wither.  

In all that he does, he prospers.  

4 The wicked are not so,  

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  

6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,  

but the way of the wicked will perish.  

Be thoughtful and careful to whom you listen. Listen to those who have a high view 
of God’s Word and who work hard to rightly interpret and apply it. These are the 
teachers that are going to help you become spiritually transformed to be like Christ. 
These are the teachers that are going to help you serve and bear fruit for God’s 
kingdom. 


