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PREACHING TOUR 
Matthew 10:1-11:1; Mark 6:6-13; Luke 9:1-6 

Yeshua §72 

A while back I had a sad realization. Before 
coming to Grace Community Church, I 
served two years as assistant pastor at 
Grace Baptist Church in Santa Maria. As I 
reflected on those two years, I realized that 
the Senior Pastor never once met with me 
individually to discuss ministry, train me or 
just check in to see what I was doing or how 
I was doing. We never had a breakfast or 
lunch together. We never met outside of weekly staff meetings. Here I was, a 
recent seminary graduate, wet behind the years, head stuffed full of theory. The 
senior pastor had over thirty years’ experience in pastoral ministry. What a lost 
opportunity. 

Brothers and sisters, always be looking to develop your replacement. Home 
group leaders, look for that person or couple to build into and train up. Ministry 
leaders, do the same. It’s my great joy to be part of training and raising up the 
next generation of our pastoral staff. Cathy has the joy of preparing Billie Phipps 
to lead Children’s Ministry. She also is experiencing the joy of raising up leaders 
to lead the Keeping Your Heart Free In Jesus Bible Study. 

Jesus is our model; He raised up, trained and sent out the Twelve. One of the 
ministry shifts Jesus made after the day of rejection was to intensify the training 
of the Twelve and as we will see today and next week, take them to a deeper 
level in their service. 

As we turn to Matthew 10:1, we see Jesus empowering the Twelve in preparation 
for their first preaching tour.   

 

 

JESUS EMPOWERS APOSTLES FOR THEIR FIRST PREACHING TOUR 
MATTHEW 10:1–4 (ESV)  

1 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 
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2 The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 
Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who 
betrayed him.  

This represented a major step in the development of the Twelve. In verse one, 
they are called disciples. A disciple, by definition, is a learner, a student. In verse 
two, they are called apostles. An apostle, by definition, is a sent one, an 
ambassador. 

Prior to His rejection, Jesus “went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom” (9:35). Jesus 
Himself had done all the teaching and healing. But now, following His rejection, 
Jesus expands His ministry by sending the Apostles on a preaching tour. 

Thus, the disciples were now apostles. Jesus gave them authority over demons 
and diseases in order to authenticate their message. Their ability to perform the 
same miracles as Jesus would identify them as bona fide representatives of Jesus 
and would authenticate their message about Him. 

In verses five through fifteen Jesus gave the Apostles general instructions about 
their mission.  

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THEIR MISSION 
MATTHEW 10:5–15 (ESV)  

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.  

The Gospel of Mark records that Jesus sent the Apostles out “two by two” (Mark 
6:7). Pairing the Apostles provided mutual encouragement and a level of security. 

Jesus limited this mission to the Jews. The Apostles were not to go to the 
Gentiles or the Samaritans. Later, in Matthew 28, Jesus will send the Apostles to 
all people groups the world over. But for now, they are to go only “to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” 

Jesus’ instructions continued in verse 7:  

7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons.  
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The Apostles were sent to preach the good news that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
promised Messiah and that all who believe in Him enter the kingdom of heaven. 
This was Jesus’ message to Nicodemus when Jesus spoke to him of individual 
salvation: 

JOHN 3 (ESV)  
3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.”  
5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  

The mission of the Apostles’ was to reach individuals with the good news of 
salvation through faith in Jesus. An additional aspect of their preaching was to 
explain the new form of the kingdom as far as they understood it at that time.1 
Their ability to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers and cast out demons 
both authenticated their message and met the needs of believers suffering these 
difficulties. 

Jesus insisted the Apostles were not to profit from their supernatural abilities. 

You received without paying; give without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or 
copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a 
staff, for the laborer deserves his food.  

They were not to profit from their supernatural abilities but they were to rely 
upon God to provide their basic needs. This is why they were to take no change 
of clothes or replacement footwear. They were to depend upon God to care for 
them. 

In verses 11 through 15 Jesus gave instructions as to what the Apostles were to do 
when they came to a town or village. 

11 And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and 
stay there until you depart.  

                                                 
1 This is the “mystery form” of the kingdom about which Jesus taught in the nine kingdom parables (cf. Matthew 13:1-52). 
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When they came to a town, they were to find those who were “worthy”. In the 
overall context, those who were “worthy” were those who believed Jesus was the 
Messiah. Entering a town and discovering those who believed Jesus was the 
Messiah was a process. That process is described in verses 12 through 14. 

12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your 
peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And 
if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 
your feet when you leave that house or town. 15 Truly, I say to you, it will be 
more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah 
than for that town.  

There will be a variety of responses to the Apostles. In these instructions Jesus 
made clear the Apostles would experience rejection. Turn to 10:24-25 to clearly 
place the timing of this mission: 

MATTHEW 10:24–25 (ESV)  

24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is 
enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If 
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household.  

Clearly, this mission followed Jesus’ rejection by Israel’s spiritual leaders. As they 
traveled from town to town, they had no idea what they were facing. When they 
came to a new town, they were to bless those who proved to be true believers 
and they were to withhold their blessing from those who were not.  

With those who rejected them and the gospel message they were to shake off 
the dust of their shoes. This was a symbol of the judgment that will fall on those 
towns at the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). Those towns will 
receive a more severe punishment in the Lake of Fire than Sodom and 
Gomorrah.2 

Having revealed the rejection they will experience, Jesus trained the Apostles 
what to do when persecuted. 

JESUS PREPARED HIS APOSTLES FOR PERSECUTION 
MATTHEW 10:16–23 (ESV)  

                                                 
2 Verse 15 indicates there will be levels of punishment determined at the Great White Throne Judgment and experienced in the Lake of Fire 
(Rev. 20:15). 
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16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you 
over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged 
before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the 
Gentiles.  

The Apostles are to expect rejection and persecution. This advice seems to be not 
only for this mission, but for future missions as well. When they are delivered up 
to courts of law and must defend themselves against their accusers, Jesus 
assured them the Holy Spirit will give them the words to say. 

19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what 
you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For 
it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  

We have several examples of this promise fulfilled in the lives of the Apostles. 
Acts 4 records Peter and John when arrested after healing a lame beggar in Jesus’ 
name. 

ACTS 4:1–13 (ESV)  

1 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the 
temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they 
were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for 
it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, 
and the number of the men came to about five thousand.  

5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in 
Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and 
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had 
set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you 
do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed 
done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be 
known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there 
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.”  
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13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that 
they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 
recognized that they had been with Jesus.  

In addition to bringing persecution upon the Apostles, Jesus also revealed that 
the gospel message will divide Jewish families.  

21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will 
be hated by all for my name’s sake.  

But as rough as it may get, Jesus challenged His Apostles to not give up. 

But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you 
in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone 
through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.  

To “endure” in this context meant to continue to preach in the midst of 
opposition. When persecuted and driven out of one town, they’re to go to the 
next. That’s “enduring”. 

The “end” in this context meant the completion of the mission. 

To “be saved” in this context meant to be delivered from the persecution. 

The endpoint of this first mission seems to be the point at which “the Son of Man 
comes.”  In other words, this first mission will end when “the Son of Man comes.” 

To what is Jesus referring? 

We believe the best answer is that Jesus was referring to His transfiguration (cf. 
Matt. 16:28-17:3). 

Whatever the case may be, Jesus challenged and encouraged His Apostles to 
persevere and complete their mission. 

In our next lesson we will study the rest of Jesus’ instructions to the Apostles 
(10:24-11:1). 

Why would these men agree to go on this mission? What would they need to 
possess to endure in the face of violent persecution? 

A deep, settled conviction Jesus is truly the Messiah and that His message is true. 
Generally speaking, human beings are not willing to suffer for things about which 
they are not deeply convinced or they know are not worth suffering for. 
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We’ve been spoiled/blessed here in the U.S. Until recently, our culture has been 
supportive of our Christian faith. Those days are passing. Persecution is 
beginning. When that persecution reaches us here at Grace Church, how will we, 
how will you, respond? We teach the Word of God week after week so that our 
faith is grounded in the truth of God’s Word and in the truth of Jesus Christ. This 
is the time for us to deeply root ourselves in Christ so that when the winds of 
persecution come, we will endure. 

 

 

 

 


