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CONTINUING REJECTION 
Matthew 9:27-34, 13:54-58; Mark 6:1-6 

Yeshua §§70-71 

Even the best presented evidence for Jesus 
does not guarantee people will put their 
faith in Jesus as their Savior. I say this out of 
concern that some of labor under the 
unrealistic expectation that if we just say 
the right things in the right way our 
unsaved family and friends would trust in 
Christ. So when they don’t, some of us 
conclude it’s our fault; we didn’t say the 
right things or we didn’t say it the right way. But that’s simply not true. Even the 
best presented evidence does not guarantee faith. 

The overwhelming proof of this truism is Jesus Himself. In numerous ways with 
overwhelming evidence Jesus authenticated His claim to be the promised 
Messiah and what happened? 

He was rejected by the leaders of first century Judaism! 

So be free of this unrealistic expectation that people’s response to Jesus depends 
on your perfect presentation. Come to the Tactics class Kenny Shepherd teaches 
and learn how to engage people in discussions about spiritual things; these are 
skills we should all be growing in. But in your witness for Jesus be free. We each 
have a part to play in helping people come to faith in Jesus, but it does not all 
depend on us. 

In our study this week we see Jesus continuing to be rejected. But not everyone 
rejected Jesus; God had a remnant who believed such as the two blind men who 
came to Jesus. 

THE FAITH OF TWO BLIND MEN LEAD TO THEIR HEALING 

MATTHEW 9:27–31 (ESV)  

27 And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying 
aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” 28 When he entered the house, the 
blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able 
to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then he touched their eyes, 
saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” 30 And their eyes were 
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opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, “See that no one knows about it.” 31 
But they went away and spread his fame through all that district. 

After bringing Jairus’ daughter back to life (Matt. 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43), Jesus 
encountered two blind men amongst the crowd in Capernaum. It was two or 
three days after Jesus’ rejection. (Matt. 12:22-45). This episode seems out of 
order until we realize Matthew organized his material thematically, not 
chronologically. 

The Greek indicates these two blind men repeatedly implored Jesus to heal 
them. It seems Jesus initially ignored them. Not until He entered the privacy of a 
house did He speak to them. In private, Jesus sought to affirm their faith. Jesus 
was no longer healing as a means to authenticate His messiahship. Since His 
rejection, Jesus healed in order to minister to the needs of those who believed in 
Him. In the privacy of this house, Jesus asked, “Do you believe that I am able to 
do this?” Based on their faith, Jesus met their need and restored their sight. 
Then, consistent with His post-rejection policy, He strictly charged them to tell 
no one what happened. 

But they went and told their story throughout the region. 

This encounter was similar to the healing of the woman with the blood disorder 
and to the resurrection of Jairus’ daughter. Together, these three episodes 
emphasize two shifts in Jesus’ ministry following His rejection. First, His miracles 
are no longer done to authenticate His claim to be Messiah, but to heal those 
who believe. Second, the healed are now instructed to tell no one what has 
happened to them. 

As Jesus and the disciples stepped back into the streets of Capernaum, a demon-
oppressed man was brought to Jesus.  

 

FOR A SECOND TIME JESUS REJECTED BY LEADERS AFTER MESSIANIC MIRACLE  

MATTHEW 9:32-34 (ESV)  

32 As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute 
was brought to him. 33 And when the demon had been cast out, the mute man 
spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in 
Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the prince of 
demons.”  
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This is the second time Jesus cast out a demon that caused muteness. It was 
necessary for Jewish exorcists to learn the name of a demon in order to cast it 
out. This was impossible with a demon who caused muteness. Therefore, the 
Jewish rabbis taught that only the Messiah would have the power to cast out 
demons that cause muteness. This is why, for the second time, the crowds 
marveled when Jesus cast out this demon that caused muteness. 

This is the second time Jesus cast out a demon that caused muteness. The first 
time had occurred a few days before and lead to Jesus’ rejection. The crowds 
marveled the first time Jesus cast out a mute demon; they understood from their 
rabbis that this was something only the Messiah would be able to do. But when 
the crowd asked their spiritual leaders if Jesus might be the Messiah, the scribes 
and Pharisees answered Jesus was serving Satan. The leaders of first century 
Judaism blasphemed the Holy Spirit and attributed Jesus’ power to Satan. They 
committed the unpardonable sin and officially rejected Jesus. 

Now, maybe three days later, it’s almost like they’re given a second chance; a “do 
over”. Jesus again cast out a demon that caused muteness. The crowds again 
marveled wondering if Jesus might be the Messiah.  

Again the scribes and Pharisees blasphemed the Holy Spirit and attributed Jesus’ 
power to Satan. They were hardened in their rejection of Jesus. 

Another group was given a “do over”; Jesus’ hometown. At this time, Jesus 
returned to His home town, Nazareth. On His previous visit they tried to kill Him 
(Luke 4:16-20). How would they receive Him this time? 

FOR A SECOND TIME JESUS WAS REJECTED BY HIS HOMETOWN OF NAZARETH 

 MATTHEW 13:54–58 (ESV)  
54 and coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that 
they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and 
these mighty works? 55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called 
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 
And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these 
things?” 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is 
not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” 58 And 
he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.  

There was no good will towards Jesus. They were immediately offended by Jesus. 

Why were they so offended?  
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In a strong-group culture the individual lives for and serves the needs of the 
group. A person’s identity is defined by their place and role in the family. Each 
member’s place and responsibility in the hierarchy is established with the family 
depending on each member to serve the needs of the family. That is why the 
people pointed out that Jesus was the carpenter’s son – that was His role not only 
in His family but His role in the larger group of the community. The strong-group 
culture is also why they referenced His family – the group from which He gets His 
identity and to whom He has the highest level of duty. 

Why were they offended?  

Because they interpreted Jesus’ teaching and miracles as Jesus elevating Himself 
above His group and His proper station in life. Who did He think He was, teaching 
them like a rabbi and doing miracles like one of the prophets of old when, in fact, 
He was nothing but a carpenter and one of the sons of Mary? That’s who He was 
and that’s what He should be about. 

Nothing had changed. If anything, their hearts had become more hardened 
towards Jesus. Mark tells us Jesus marveled at their unbelief. As a result, Jesus 
healed only a few people; the few that had faith. 

We do learn from this episode that Jesus had four half-brothers: James, Joseph, 
Judas and Simon. We also learn Jesus had at least two half-sisters who were 
residents in Nazareth at the time. Joseph is not mentioned which leads us to 
believe he died before Jesus’ public ministry began. Finally, contrary to Roman 
Catholic teaching, this passage proves Mary did not remain a virgin throughout 
her earthly life. 

This reminds us that evidence alone does not have the power to produce faith. 
Confronting the human mind, emotion and will are an array of ideas, values, 
desires, fears, and commitments that effect the way a person evaluates the 
evidence for Jesus. We marvel that the best educated men, saturated in the 
Hebrew Scriptures and presented with overwhelming evidence authenticating 
His Messiahship vehemently rejected Jesus and actively sought His death. 

Evidence persuasively presented does not guarantee faith. We should seek to 
persuasively present the evidence for Jesus, but be wise, knowing that rejection 
does not indicate a failure in our presentation. 

Thinking about the different ways people respond to the evidence takes us into 
the realm of God’s election. Would we say we believe because we’re smarter than 
those first century scribes and Pharisees, many of whom had memorized the 
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Hebrew Scriptures? Would we say we believe because our hearts and minds are 
purer than theirs? 

So why does anyone come to faith in Jesus? 

Because of God’s election. Praise God for His election because without His 
election, none of us would come to faith in Jesus. We all, for our own individual 
reasons, would be just as blind as the scribes, the Pharisees and the people of 
Nazareth. 

 


