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 It’s All About Jesus 
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Part 6.   The Preparation of the Disciples by the  King  

Part 7.   The Official Presentation of the King  
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Part 9.   The Trial of the King:   

Part 10.   The Death of the King   

Part 11.   The Resurrection and the Ascension of the King   

Part 12.   The Sequels 

IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS 
John 3:22-36 / Yeshua §34 

A Divine Appointment / Yeshua §§36-37 

Years ago, I directed a music group that did a 
week of concerts in Israel followed by a week 
of concerts in France. The trip from Israel to 
France made for an extremely long day; we 
finally arrived at our accommodations about 
two in the morning. 

There were about 40 of us. We stayed in 
dormitory style rooms on the second floor. 
There was one, narrow staircase up which all 
our luggage needed to be carried. Everyone 
was beat tired. As director I was trying to be 
upbeat and get everyone settled and in bed as quickly as possible. I carried luggage for 
many of our young ladies because the stairs were steep and narrow. Finally, when most 
of the kids were upstairs there were several of us still in the stairwell when one of the 
young men vomited. Well, you can imagine the kerfuffle this caused. But I got the kids 
moving again and when everyone was settled, I came back and, on my hands and 
knees cleaned up the vomit, washing the stairs and the walls and the handrail. I was 
pretty pleased with myself and proud of my humility that I, the director, had humbled 
myself to serve my kids. 

The next morning, we gathered for devotions and a time of sharing. I often encouraged 
the kids to share things they were thankful for. Different ones began to thank other 
members of the group for helping them the night before with their luggage. Not one of 
the many I helped thanked me. And to top it off, somebody else was thanked for 
cleaning up the vomit who wasn’t even there! 

To say the least, I was miffed. But I couldn’t say anything because in the midst of my 
“miffedness” the Holy Spirit convicted me of my pride and self-centeredness. Obviously, 
I had not been serving Jesus and my team members out of love; it was all about me. 

I wanted to increase; but I got a good dose of decrease! 

As we continue the story of Jesus Messiah King, Jesus has begun presenting Himself to 
the nation of Israel as her promised Messiah King. Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptizer, 
faithfully paved the way and has clearly identified Jesus of Nazareth as the One Who is 
to come. As a result, a shift occurred. The crowds coming to Jesus were increasing; the 
crowds coming to John were decreasing. 

John could have been resentful; his disciples certainly struggled. But far from being 
resentful, John was overjoyed. 

JOHN THE BAPTIZER’S AND JESUS’ MINISTRIES OVERLAPPED (3:22-24) 

JOHN 3:22–36 (ESV)  

22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained 
there with them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 
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because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for 
John had not yet been put in prison).  

Jesus concluded His ministry in Jerusalem (2:13-3:21) and with His five disciples 
traveled north up the Jordan river valley. People followed and as Jesus loved to do, He 
taught them. Those who responded were water baptized by Jesus’ disciples (4:2). 

As we see in verse 23, John the Baptizer continued to preach and baptize as well. His 
message and that of Jesus were essentially the same, “Repent for the Kingdom of God 
is at hand.” But now John was joyfully proclaiming the identity of the Messiah King - 
Jesus of Nazareth!  

The combined effect of John’s proclamation and the Temple cleansing caused a shift 
from John’s ministry to Jesus’. Jesus’ crowds were increasing; John’s were decreasing.  

This bothered John’s disciples. 

They struggled with the shift away from their master John to Jesus. 

Eventually this came out. 

JOHN REMINDS HIS DISCIPLES:  IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS (3:25-30) 

John’s Disciples Struggled with the Shift from John to Jesus (3:25-26) 

JOHN 3:25–26 (ESV)  
25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over purification. 
26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the 
Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.”  

We do not know the details of this conversation. Perhaps in the course of this argument 
a comparison was made between Jesus and John. Whatever the case, it upset John’s 
disciples. 

They were loyal to John. Gone were the days of the large crowds, the energy, the joy of 
seeing so many of their countrymen respond to John’s powerful preaching. 

They were struggling with the implications of the shift; what did it mean for John’s future; 
what did it mean for theirs? 

But when they came to John, he wasn’t struggling, he was pleased. In fact, he was filled 
him with joy.  

Why?  

John was Clear about His God-given Role (3:27-28) 

JOHN 3:27–28 (ESV)  
27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from 
heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have 
been sent before him.’  

As John discipled his disciples, he quoted this proverb: A person cannot receive even 
one thing unless it is given him from heaven. God gave John the task of preparing the 
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way for the Messiah. God gave Jesus of Nazareth to be the Messiah. Which of the two 
roles is most important? 

John Rejoiced in Israel’s Turning to Jesus (3:29) 

JOHN 3:29 (ESV)  
29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore, this joy of 
mine is now complete.  

To help his men understand the joy in his heart, John compared his relationship to 
Jesus to the relationship between the friend of the bridegroom and the bridegroom.   

The friend of the bridegroom, the shoshben, had a unique place at a Jewish wedding. 
He acted as the liaison between the bride and the bridegroom; he arranged the 
wedding; he took out the invitations; he presided at the wedding feast. He brought the 
bride and the bridegroom together. And he had one special duty. It was his duty to 
guard the bridal chamber and to let no false lover in. He would only open the door when 
in the dark he heard the bridegroom’s voice and recognized it. When he heard the 
bridegroom’s voice, he was glad and he let him in, and he went away rejoicing, for his 
task was completed.1 

John’s life purpose was to bring Israel and her Messiah together. To hear an increasing 
number of Israelites were turning to Jesus filled John with great joy. 

Humanly speaking, John the Baptist faced a temptation that could have easily 
overcome him. He had been at the crest of his popularity. All segments of society had 
come out to hear him. Some people said he was Elijah incarnate. Herod himself was 
listening to John. But now his crowds had begun to diminish. Yet he rejoiced! No 
wonder Jesus said in Matthew 11:11, “I tell you the truth: Among those born of women 
there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist.” His humility was one of the 
keys to his greatness. We see this in verse 30. 

John Understood He Needed to Get Out of the Way (3:30) 

JOHN 3:30 (ESV)  
30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”  

John understood God’s program for Messiah King wasn’t a duet. Israel needed to focus 
on Messiah, not a Messiah and a prophet. It is Jesus’ message they need to hear and 
believe. It is the person and work of Messiah they need to trust. John needs to get out 
of the way and remove himself as a potential distraction. John wanted all eyes, ears and 
hearts to be focused on Jesus. 

With great eloquence, either John the Baptizer or John the Gospel writer explained why 
all the focus needs to be on Jesus. 

                                                           

1
 William Barclay, The Gospel of John, Vol. 1 (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1956), pp. 134, 135. 



07/07/2019 YESHUA MESSIAH KING PAUL NELSON 

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH, RAMONA, CA PAGE 4 GCCRAMONA.COM/SERMONS 

JESUS IS THE WITNESS WE MUST BELIEVE (3:31-36) 

JOHN 3:31–36 (ESV)  
31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and 
speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to 
what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his 
testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the 
words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and 
has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.  

As great a man as John the Baptizer is, he is nothing compared to Jesus. John himself 
recognized this when he said he wasn’t even worthy to untie His sandal strap (1:26). 

The emphasis in this paragraph is on witness (“testimony”), one of the key subjects in 
John’s Gospel. John bore witness to Jesus (1:7, 19-34), and Jesus bore witness. But 
why should Jesus’ witness increase and John’s decrease? 

First, Jesus comes from heaven (31). Jesus was not simply called from heaven, or 
empowered by heaven; Jesus came from heaven. John the Baptizer did not come from 
heaven. Since Jesus came from heaven, He represents the Father; and to reject His 
witness is to reject the Father. 

Second, Jesus teaches from first-hand knowledge (32–33). He shares what He has 
seen and heard from the Father (John 8:38). Those who receive His witness and act on 
it know by personal experience that His witness is true. It is when we obey His Word 
and put it into practice that we see its truth and experience its power. Those who accept 
His witness are transformed. 

Third, Jesus is authorized by God the Father (34–35). God the Father sent Jesus the 
Son. God the Father gave Jesus the Word, the Holy Spirit and all things. To reject the 
Son’s witness is to rebel against the highest authority in the universe. 

Fourth, Jesus delivers us from the wrath of God (36). To have eternal life is to have 
God’s kind of life. Eternal life is the condition of being made alive to God through being 
born again by the Spirit of God. Eternal life is not something we gain in the future; we 
possess it right now. The opposite of eternal life is eternal death – remaining separated 
from God now and forever. That is the wrath of God from which we need to be 
delivered. 

Jesus suffered the wrath of God in our place when He suffered spiritual death on the 
cross. He suffered the punishment for your sin and mine. Accepting by faith Jesus’ 
death, burial and resurrection on your behalf will deliver you from God’s wrath and bring 
you into a new life. God’s deliverance includes delivering you from your old self-
centered life to a Christ-centered life. That’s why John speaks of believing and obeying 
as one in the same. They are two sides of the same coin. If we say we believe in Jesus, 
but don’t do what He teaches us to do, we don’t believe Him. Our faith is not genuine. 

Far from being upset by the shift, John the Baptizer was overjoyed. He understood his 
role and rejoiced that his countrymen’s attention was increasingly focused on Jesus. 
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John knew this absolutely needed to happen: his people needed to hear and believe 
Jesus. 

 

John the Baptizer is truly one of the greatest men who ever lived. He impacted an entire 
nation for God. At one point, throngs of people came from Jerusalem and all parts of 
Israel to hear him preach. People wondered if he was Elijah reincarnate. Others 
wondered if he was the Prophet of Deuteronomy 18. Still others wondered if he was 
Messiah. John the Baptizer was so influential, the Great Sanhedrin sent an investigative 
team to interrogate him. This was heady stuff. John could easily have become puffed 
up, but he didn’t. His eye was clear and his heart was true. It was always about Jesus. 
And when the shift occurred John, in great humility, rejoiced. 

John is the perfect model for all of us in the way we look at and do our ministries. No 
matter what our ministry, it’s all about Jesus. Our goal should be to focus people’s 
hearts and minds on Jesus. Our ministry is not to build up ourselves. That’s a trap easy 
to fall into when your ministry brings you praise. Our measure of success should always 
be, “Am I helping people become more interested in and focused on Jesus?” 

John is also a perfect model for all of us in our personal journey of spiritual 
transformation. Our core problem is self-centeredness. Self-centeredness drives sin and 
the destructive attitudes and actions that plague our lives and relationships. Our 
salvation includes deliverance from self-centeredness. Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit we now have options. We have God’s truth, love and Spirit enabling us to put to 
death our self-centeredness in order to live a Christ-centered life. It is the Christ-
centered life that pleases God. It is the Christ-centered life that produces in us love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. It is the 
Christ-centered life that serves Jesus and touches other people’s lives for good. 

He must increase and I must decrease is a description of the Christian life. It is a 
process of yielding more and more of ourselves to the Lordship of Christ. 

Increasingly, the wisdom and will of Jesus need to be the guiding principles of my life. 

Increasingly, the wisdom and will of Jesus need to become my first thought, not an 
afterthought. 

Who does Jesus say I am? 

What has Jesus told me to do and am I doing it? 

How does Jesus want me to treat my parents, my siblings, my spouse, my children, my 
friends, my enemies? 

What does Jesus teach about how to handle my sexual desires? My finances? My 
time? 

What role has Jesus given me in the Church and am I fulfilling it? 

He must increase and I must decrease is completely contrary to a Western worldview. It 
is counter-intuitive. But those who embrace this truth experience true freedom, joy, 
peace and purpose. 
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ALAN SHLEMON – SEXUALITY: TRUTH AND COMPASSION 

Alan Shlemon is an author and speaker for Stand to Reason and trains Christians to share their 
convictions in a persuasive, yet gracious manner. Known for teaching on some of the most 
controversial issues of our time, he tackles topics such as abortion, evolution, homosexuality, 
bioethics, and Islam. Alan has been a guest on both radio and television, and has spoken to 
thousands of adults and students across the country at churches, conferences, and college 
campuses. 

Saturday, July 20 

 12:00N   BBQ 

1:30PM   Session #1    “Homosexuality: Truth and Compassion”  

3:30PM   Session #2    “Transgender: Truth and Compassion”  

Sunday, July 21 

8:30/10:15AM        “Bad Arguments Against Religion”  

12:00N   Lunch & Session #3   “Bulletproof”  

4:00PM   Session #4    “If God is good, why is there evil?” 

 


