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THE WAY FOR THE MESSIAH 

KING 
Matt. 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:1-18 / Yeshua §20-23 

 

This weekend past, Cathy & I helped move our eldest 
daughter to Sacramento. In the course of our 
conversation, I strongly encouraged her to begin saving 
for retirement now. Fortunately, she’s very practical and 
sees the wisdom of beginning now at age 30 so she 
readily accepted my advice and comforted my heart. 

Studies reveal however, that most 30-year-olds are not 
saving for retirement. I’m sure for some the reason is 
simply that retirement seems so far away as to not be 
real. With the challenges of making a living today it’s 
hard to think about something 40 years down the road.  

It’s hard to live today in light of something so far in the future. 

Be that as it may, we’re called to live our lives in light of the future Millennial Kingdom knowing that how 
we serve Jesus now will determine how we will serve Jesus then.  

This, too, was John the Baptist’s challenge to his fellow Israelites. They needed to return to God and live 
their lives in light of the future. 

Let’s pick up John’s story in Luke 3:1-2.  

 JOHN THE BAPTIST BEGAN HIS MINISTRY IN 26 A.D. (LUKE 3:1-2) 

 LUKE 3:1–2 (ESV)  

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  

Luke was a skilled historian writing primarily for a Greek audience for whom historical dates and details 
were very important. The fifteenth year of the reign of the Roman Caesar, Tiberius, was 26 A.D. John the 
Baptist, the son of Zechariah & Elizabeth (Luke 1:5-25, 39-40, 57-80) began his divinely appointed 
mission as messenger of the Messiah King in 26 A.D. 

This fulfilled what was prophesied in the Hebrew Scriptures – that a messenger would prepare the way 
for the Messiah King. 

 JOHN’S MINISTRY WAS PLANNED BY GOD AND REVEALED BY ISAIAH AND 
MALACHI (MARK 1:1-4) 

 MARK 1:1–4 (ESV)  

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,  

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way,  

3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ”  
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4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins.  

Mark’s account of Jesus’ life begins with John the Baptist’s public ministry. Mark emphasizes John is a 
direct fulfillment of prophecies made by Isaiah and Malachi. Mark probably attributes both to Isaiah 
because Isaiah is the more prominent and because he is summarizing the idea of the messenger. 

About four hundred years earlier, the Hebrew prophet Malachi, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
revealed God would send a messenger to prepare the way for the Messiah King. 

 MALACHI 3:1 (ESV)  

1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts.  

This is an example of a Pshat quotation from the Hebrew scriptures – a literal prophecy fulfilled literally in 
the New Testament. Not only did Malachi predict a messenger, so also did Isaiah in the 700’s B.C. 

 ISAIAH 40:3–5 (ESV)  

3 A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 

5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

John the Baptist’s life and ministry were planned by God. That John was a prophet, a spokesman for God 
was obvious to the people not only by his message, but also by his appearance. 

 JOHN THE BAPTIST DRESSED LIKE ELIJAH THE PROPHET (MATTHEW 3:4-6) 

The coming of John the Baptist caused quite a stir. Four hundred years had passed since God had 
spoken through a prophet. Malachi was the last. But Malachi predicted the great prophet Elijah will return 
before the coming of the Messiah King (Malachi 4:5-6). John dressed exactly as Elijah dressed. 2 Kings 
1:8 reads: 

 2 KINGS 1:8 (ESV)  
8
 They answered him, “He wore a garment of hair, with a belt of leather about his waist.” And he said, “It is 

Elijah the Tishbite.”  

 Matthew 3:4-6 describes John the Baptist: 

MATTHEW 3:4–6 (ESV)  

4 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and 
all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

And yes, John the Baptist ate the insect locust! 
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John reengaged Israeli society after years alone in the Judean Wilderness. He preached and baptized 
along the banks of the Jordan River near Jericho. His reputation spread. Large crowds gathered to hear 
John’s message. 

  

 

 JOHN’S MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE 

 Repent (Matt. 3:2) 

MATTHEW 3:1–2 (ESV) 

1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.”  

The term repent does not mean “feel sorry for your sins”. It means “change your mind”. It means change 
your mind from an untruth you are believing to a truth you need to believe. In this case, the people had 
grown spiritually lax and preoccupied with themselves. John called them to have a change of mind to live 
for God particularly because His kingdom was at hand. 

This was the second part of John’s message; the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand (Matt. 3:1-2) 

MATTHEW 3:1–2 (ESV) 

1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.”  

John didn’t explain this kingdom; he didn’t need to. His Jewish audience knew he was talking about the 
Messianic Kingdom spoken of in many Old Testament Scriptures (Isaiah 9:1-7, 11, 12, 61. 62, 65; Ezekiel 
36, 40-48; Daniel 2:44-45, 7:27). The Messianic Kingdom is a literal, physical kingdom over which the 
Messiah will reign. 

The kingdom of heaven was at hand because the Messiah King was present. 

If the nation had accepted Jesus as their Messiah King, they would have received the Messianic Kingdom 
at that time. Somehow, Jesus would still have given Himself as the blood sacrifice for the forgiveness of 
sin. But Jesus’ offer of the Kingdom was genuine. Ultimately, His offer was rejected and the coming of the 
Kingdom was delayed. 

Many people were convicted and responded to John’s preaching. They responded to the third part of 
John’s message which was to be baptized. 

 Be Baptized (Matt. 3:5-6) 

MATTHEW 3:5–6 (ESV)  

5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

Baptism was not invented by the Christian church. It was practiced for centuries by the Jews. In this case, 
water baptism symbolized cleansing from sin and renewal in their relationship with God. 

Those who were baptized asked John how they should live in light of their rededication to God. 

 Live Righteously (Luke 3:10-14) 

LUKE 3:10–14 (ESV)  

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered them, “Whoever has two 
tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also 
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came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no 
more than you are authorized to do.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 
wages.”  

John taught the people not to live according to what society expected of their roles in life, but in terms of 
what God expected. He urged them not to hoard and be greedy, but to share with the poor. They were to 
be generous, instead of stingy. 

John instructed the tax collectors to stop stealing. They were to collect the proper amount of tax and stop 
the practice of inflating the tax and skimming the margin for themselves. 

Likewise, John instructed soldiers to stop intimidating and extorting money from unarmed citizens to 
supplement their military pay. These soldiers who came were Jewish men serving in the Roman army as 
mercenaries. John urged these soldiers to be content with their wages and to swear off such strong-arm 
tactics. 

Many came from all over Israel to hear John and many responded. As John’s popularity increased, the 
Sanhedrin, the ruling council of Israel, took notice. They sent a delegation of Pharisees and Sadducees to 
observe John and ascertain the nature of his movement. John had a significantly different message for 
these leaders of Israel.  

 JOHN’S MESSAGE TO THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SANHEDRIN (MATT 3:7-10) 

 MATTHEW 3:7–10 (ESV)  
7
 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8
 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 

9
 

And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 

10
 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  

John lit into the Pharisees and Sadducees. They hadn’t come to repent, but to judge. John spoke to them 
of God’s judgment. John warned them they were not safe from God’s wrath simply because they were 
descendants of Abraham. In Pharisaic theology, there was a concept referred to as zekhut avot, which 
means “the merits of the fathers.” Zekhut avot taught that any descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
was protected from divine punishment simply on “the merits of the fathers.” 

John repudiated zekhut avot. Each person is responsible before God; each person will be accountable to 
God. This is brought out more clearly in John’s promise. 

 JOHN’S PROMISE (LUKE 3:15-18) 

 LUKE 3:15–18 (ESV)  

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier 
than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 

When asked, John the Baptist clearly answered he was not the Messiah, but the Messiah was coming. 
John the Baptist summarized the Messiah’s ministry: the Messiah will bring salvation to some and 
judgment to the rest. To be baptized with the Holy Spirit is to be saved. To be baptized with fire is to 
suffer the judgment of the Lake of Fire. To be gathered as wheat into his barn is to be a citizen in the 
Messianic Kingdom. To be chaff he will burn will be to suffer the judgment of the Lake of Fire. 

John the Baptist challenged the Israelites to live in light of the future. He called upon them to turn from 
living self-focused lives to living lives focused on God. This they were to do because the Messiah was 
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coming and with Him the Kingdom of God. No one was guaranteed a place in the kingdom simply 
because they were descended from Abraham. Only those who wanted God and His righteousness and 
who believed in God’s Messiah would be saved from the Lake of Fire and have a place in the Messianic 
Kingdom. 

We, too, are called to live our lives in light of the future Messianic Kingdom. We are in a similar situation 
to the Jews of the first century. We, too, are looking for the coming of the Messiah – His second coming. 
And we should be ordering our lives now in light of Jesus’ coming. How we live our lives now determines 
what our experience will be with Jesus in His kingdom. 

Jesus Himself teaches us to live our lives today in light of His future Kingdom through the Parable of the 
Talents in Matthew 25:14-30. 

 THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS (MATTHEW 25:14-30) 

 MATTHEW 25:14–30 (ESV)  

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 
15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 
talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received 
the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I 
have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who 
had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two 
talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 
a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one 
talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew 
that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with 
interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who 
has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
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Matthew 3:1–12 (ESV)  

1 In those days John the Baptist 
came preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea, 2 “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 
For this is he who was spoken of by 
the prophet Isaiah when he said,  

“The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness:  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;  

make his paths straight.’ ”  

4 Now John wore a garment of 
camel’s hair and a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5 Then 
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 
region about the Jordan were going 
out to him, 6 and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  

7 But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
to his baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance. 9 And do not presume 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children for Abraham. 10 
Even now the axe is laid to the root 
of the trees. Every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.  

11 “I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but he who is coming 
after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. 
He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn, but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.”  

 

Mark 1:1–8 (ESV)  

1 The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

2 As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet,  

“Behold, I send my messenger before 
your face,  

who will prepare your way,  

3 the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness:  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make his paths straight,’ ”  

4 John appeared, baptizing in the 
wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the 
country of Judea and all Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were 
being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 
Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair and wore a leather 
belt around his waist and ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7 And he 
preached, saying, “After me comes 
he who is mightier than I, the strap 
of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie. 8 I have 
baptized you with water, but he 
will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.”  

 

Luke 3:1–18 (ESV)  

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate 
being governor of Judea, and 
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip tetrarch of 
the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 
of Abilene, 2 during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John the 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
3 And he went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written 
in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet,  

“The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness:  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make his paths straight.  

5 Every valley shall be filled,  

and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low,  

and the crooked shall become straight,  

and the rough places shall 
become level ways,  

6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.’ ”  

7 He said therefore to the 
crowds that came out to be 
baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 
fruits in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our father.’ For I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 9 Even now 
the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.”  

10 And the crowds asked him, 
“What then shall we do?” 11 And he 
answered them, “Whoever has two 
tunics is to share with him who has 
none, and whoever has food is to 
do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also 
came to be baptized and said to 
him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 
13 And he said to them, “Collect no 
more than you are authorized to 
do.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, 
“And we, what shall we do?” And 
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he said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or 
by false accusation, and be content 
with your wages.”  

15 As the people were in 
expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might 
be the Christ, 16 John answered 
them all, saying, “I baptize you with 
water, but he who is mightier than I 
is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.”  

18 So with many other 
exhortations he preached good 
news to the people.  

 

 

 


