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WHAT WILL YOU SAY TO THESE THINGS? 
Romans 8:31-39 

Marrying Cathy has been much easier than dating her. Even though we liked each other very much, we 
had a bumper car dating relationship. We probably started out too intense. Our final semester at BIOLA 
we agreed to focus on our friendship. Things improved and by semester’s end we were in a much 
healthier place. Graduation was a few weeks off. I was headed home and then on to graduate school. I 
felt we were at a point of decision. We had been dating for two and a half years. All the evidence of my 
love and commitment had been manifest. Cathy knew I wanted to marry her. I felt it was time for a 
decisive response. 

To make a long story short, Cathy balked. Then I said OK we’ll just keep dating. Then I said no, I need a 
commitment. Then she said OK. Then she said no. Then my dog died. Then ten days later Cathy said 
yes. Then I said OK only if…. Then she said yes. Then we got married. 

That was 34 years ago. 

And its been wonderful. 

With the decision came the blessing. 

We’re at a similar point in Romans. 

Though we deny God, He loves us so much He sacrificed Jesus to pay the penalty of our sin and deliver 
us from His righteous wrath. God loves us so much that after He justifies us His Spirit imparts new life 
setting us free from our old lives of sin and death. And if that weren’t enough to prove how much God 
loves you, God promises to complete our salvation by giving us new bodies and a future with Jesus that 
will never end. 

All the evidence of God’s love and commitment to you has been manifest. God loves you. Of this there 
can be no doubt. But do you love Him? That’s the question. Are you ready to commit yourself to Him? 

We’re at a point of decision. 

Romans 8:31 (ESV)  

What then shall we say to these things? 

It’s time for Paul’s readers to respond. 

It’s time for us to respond. 

What will you say to these things? 

 What will you say to… 

  …the things God has done to save you? 

 What will you say to… 

  …the things God is doing to transform you? 

 What will you say to… 

  …the things God will do to glorify? 

Will you trust in the blood of Jesus for forgiveness and to get right with God? 

Will you submit to the Spirit and Word of God to transform you? 

Will you open your heart and mind to receive God’s love? 

What will you say to these things? 

 

In verses 31-36 the Apostle Paul asks and answers four rhetorical questions. 
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QUESTION #1 

Romans 8:31 (ESV)  

If God is for us, who can be against us?  

Many are against us. Satan is against us. Satan’s demons are against us. The world controlled by Satan 
is against us. Paul does not deny many are against us. Paul’s question is who can be against us and 
thwart God’s plan for us?  

Romans 8:31 (ESV) 

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us all things? 

Who can be against us and thwart God’s plan for us? No one. Given the price God and Jesus paid, no 
one is able to thwart God’s plan to give us those things bought with the blood of His Son. 

QUESTION #2  

Romans 8:33 (ESV)  

Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?  

Again, both human enemies and Satan constantly look for opportunities to accuse us of sin (1 Tim. 5:14; 
1 Peter 3:16). Paul’s question is who shall bring any charge against God’s elect that will bring a verdict of 
guilt? 

Romans 8:33 (ESV)  

33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.  

No one can bring a charge against you in God’s courtroom for which God will declare you guilty. Why? 
Because God is the Judge and He declared you righteous based on your faith in the blood of Jesus.  

QUESTION #3 

Romans 8:34 (ESV)  

Who is to condemn?  

This is virtually the same question as verse 33. The answer highlights that we are secure not only 
because God is the One Who justifies us, but Jesus is the One Who paid the penalty for all our sin. Not 
only that, He defeated the death penalty by His resurrection.  Not only that but Jesus intercedes for us at 
the right hand of the Father maintaining our right standing before God. 

Romans 8:34 (ESV)  

34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us.  

No one can bring a condemning charge against you because Jesus paid the penalty for all your sins past, 
present and future. Who can argue we should die for our sin when the One Who died for our sin stands in 
heaven as Witness and Advocate that all our sins have already been paid for in full? 

 

 

QUESTION #4 

Romans 8:34 (ESV)  

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  

When are we prone to doubt God’s love? When we suffer trials and persecution. But such suffering has 
been the experience of God’s people through the ages as Paul shows from Psalm  44:22.  
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Romans 8:34 (ESV)  

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,  

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

Suffering and persecution are the result of living in a sin fallen world hostile to God and His people. It 
does not indicate a lack of love. In fact, it is God’s love that enables us to overcome.  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

What will you say to these things? 

What more can God say to convince you He loves you? 

What more can God do to convince you He loves you? 

And loving you, He will never leave you. He will bring you home. 

There is no question God loves you. 

But do you love Him? 

It’s time for you to respond. 

What will you say to these things? 


