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WHAT SHOULD WE LOOK FOR IN OUR MISSIONARIES 
AND SPIRITUAL LEADERS? 

Romans 1:1-15 

Many years ago a young man completed our youth pastor internship and began searching for a youth 
pastor position. We were shocked to encounter churches that offered to hire him on the first phone call 
sight unseen. He was offered jobs without submitting a resume, a statement of faith or references. 

How would you feel if we did this here at Grace? How would you feel if we hired a youth pastor after one 
phone call? Moms and Dads, how would you feel sending your junior high and high school students to be 
taught by a young man we knew nothing about?  

For that matter, how would you all feel if we let someone be a Home Group leader a month after they 
started coming to Grace? How would you feel if (and this happened at Grace years ago) we made a man 
an elder who had been a Christian for about a year? 

What would you think if we sent a young couple to the mission field without knowing them because they 
felt called and were sincere?  

I hope you agree all these scenarios would be terribly foolish. 

Why? 

Because of what is at stake. 

Youth pastor, home group leader, elder and missionary are all high impact positions. We need to vet such 
people for the sake of the Gospel, the people we serve and the leaders/missionaries themselves. 

What should we look for? 

Please turn with me to Romans 1:1-15. 

In 57AD, the Apostle Paul wrote this letter to believers living in the city of Rome, most of whom he had 
not met; he had never been to Rome (1:13). He wrote in hopes the church family would welcome him, 
partner with him and serve as his base of operations as he spread the Gospel to the western region of the 
Roman Empire (15:14-33). 

The greeting in a typical first century letter was usually very brief: Sender’s Name to Recipient’s Name, 
“Greetings”. Contrast that with Paul’s greeting - a lengthy seven verses.  

Why?  

Because, in a sense, this was Paul’s resume. 

Romans 1:1–15 (ESV)  
1
 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2
 which he promised 

beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3
 concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh 
4
 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5
 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 

bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6
 including you who are called 

to belong to Jesus Christ,  

7
 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

In verse one, Paul identified himself as a slave, an apostle, and one who had been set apart for the 
gospel of God. Jesus wasn’t a supplement added to make Paul’s life better. Jesus was his master with 
the right to do with Paul as Jesus saw fit. Jesus gave Paul a specific job; to be an apostle meaning, to be 
Jesus’ messenger. Jesus used apostles to establish the church (Eph. 2:20). Paul’s message was the 
Gospel. Paul’s mission as an apostle was to preach the gospel in order to bring about the obedience of 
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faith. We tend to reduce the “Gospel” to believing in Jesus to go to heaven. But Paul’s Gospel was a 
message of a whole-life salvation of forgiveness and transformation to Christlikeness.  

Paul wanted his Christian brothers and sisters in Rome to understand his perspective on himself. Though 
an apostle Paul did not see himself as a Christian celebrity, but a servant of Christ. His focus was 
spreading the Gospel for the sake of Jesus’ name (v. 5). He was not about promoting himself or building 
a following. 

Like Paul, those who lead us and those we send must be confident in who they are in Christ. In fact, this 
applies to all of us; we all need to be confident of who we are in Christ. 

I. Do They Know Who They Are In Christ? (1:1, 6-7) 

Paul was clear, “I’m a servant, with the gift of apostleship to spread the Gospel. 

We need that same clarity in our leaders, our missionaries and ourselves. We should be able to say,  

“I’m a servant, with the gift of pastor-teacher to make disciples.  

Or “I’m a servant with the gift of leadership to make disciples.” 

Or “I’m a servant with the gift of mercy to make disciples.” 

We need to be clear we are servants; Jesus is Lord. It is not about us, it’s about Him. Being clear that we 
are servants relieves us from the burden of thinking everything depends on us. On the other hand it 
keeps our pride in check when we receive the praise of men. 

We need to be clear we are gifted and our giftedness is key to defining our service. We are most effective 
when we serve in our spiritual gifting. Ignorance of our spiritual gift is neither humble nor helpful. How 
helpful are you on a baseball team if you don’t know your position? You need to know your spiritual gift so 
that you can serve in your gifting. You will be energized and those you serve will be blessed. Over and 
over we see this in our church family. We see it now on the mission field where David Gettis is serving in 
his spiritual gift of teaching. He loves it and reports are that his students love being under his teaching at 
ESEPA Seminary in San Jose, Costa Rica. 

In all we do we need to keep first things first; Jesus has left us in the world to make disciples (Matt. 28:18-
20). Making disciples refers to the whole-life process of salvation; Paul describes it as bringing about the 
obedience of faith. In making disciples we share how it is that sinners can be made right with God through 
Jesus – this is called justification. Once someone is justified, we teach them how to become more like 
Christ through the Word and the Holy Spirit – this is called sanctification. The Gospel is like having 
babies. The goal is not simply to have a baby,  but to have a baby and raise him or her to maturity. As we 
serve according to our spiritual gifts we contribute to making disciples in our church family. We’re not 
called to build church buildings. We’re not called to keep programs running. We’re not called to build 
compounds in the jungle. If these help accomplish our mission to make disciples, very well. But they are 
and must be kept, secondary. Our primary mission is to make disciples. 

We need our leaders, missionaries and really all of us to embrace who we are in Christ: we are 
servants, we serve according to our spiritual gifts and we are to make disciples. 

In verses two through five Paul introduced his Gospel. 

Romans 1:1–15 (ESV)  
1
 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

2
 which he promised 

beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3
 concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh 
4
 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5
 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 

bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6
 including you who are called 

to belong to Jesus Christ,  

At the outset, Paul made several things clear about the Gospel he preached. First, his Gospel was rooted 
in the prophecies of the Old Testament. He was not preaching a “new” or “novel” version of the Gospel.  
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Second, Jesus is the focus of the Gospel. Paul believed that Jesus was fully human because he was 
descended from King David. Paul preached that Jesus Christ died and rose again as we can see in his 
reference to Jesus’ resurrection. Paul also preached that Jesus was fully divine though he said it in a way 
that might be a bit confusing. When Paul said that Jesus …was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead. It sounds like Paul is saying that 
Jesus was not the Son of God prior to His resurrection. But that is not what Paul was saying. The word 
“declared” would be better translated “appointed”. Jesus …was appointed to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead.  

One commentator writes: The idea here, then, is not that Jesus was “declared” or “shown to be” at the 
resurrection what he was all along, namely, the eternal Son of God. Rather, the point is that Jesus was 
“appointed” to be God’s Son in power at the resurrection of the dead. He was exalted to a level of power 
and authority that he did not have previously.

1
 

The Apostle Peter concluded his Pentecost sermon with this very idea: 

Acts 2:36 (ESV)  
36

 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.”  

Paul’s purpose was to build trust with the Romans that his gospel was orthodox. It was not a new or novel 
message, but the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies regarding the Messiah Who would be 
descended from the royal line of David. His Gospel declared both the humanity and deity of Christ and 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Paul wanted his readers to be confident they could trust his 
preaching of the Gospel. 

Our leaders and missionaries and we ourselves need to have a thorough understanding of the Gospel.  

II. Do They Have A Thorough Understanding of the Gospel? (1:2-5) 

This is why we were excited to teach The Story of Hope because it shows that the Gospel begins in 
Genesis and continues through Revelation. Our leaders and missionaries and again, all of us, need to be 
experts in the Gospel. 

How are people saved?  

Through hearing God’s story and trusting Jesus. 

How are believers transformed? 

Through hearing God’s story and trusting Jesus. 

What is the Gospel? 

 It’s the good news that… 

23 
…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24
 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus… (Romans 3:23–24) 

 It’s the good news that… 

1
 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Romans 5:1) 

 It’s the good news that… 

3
 …we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 

4
 and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, 
5
 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (Romans 5:3-5) 

 It’s the good news that… 

                                            
1 Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, vol. 6, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 
1998), 42. 
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15 
…you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption 

as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16

 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God… (Romans 8:15–16) 

 It’s the good news that… 

26 
…the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 

himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. (Romans 8:26) 

 It’s the good news that… 

38
 …that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 

39
 nor 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 

 It’s the good news that… 

4 
…as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 

5
 so we, 

though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
6
 Having gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 
7
 if service, in our 

serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 
8
 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
(Romans 12:4-8)  

The point is that God’s plan of salvation contained in the Gospel is meant not only to deliver us from the 
penalty of sin, but to deliver into the fullness of life in God’s kingdom. This is why our leaders, 
missionaries and all of us neet to be passionate experts in the Gospel! 

In the final section of his greeting, Paul shared his prayer and plans for coming to Rome.  

8
 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 

9
 For 

God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 
10

 
always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 

11
 For I long 

to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 
12

 that is, that we may be mutually 
encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

13
 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have 

often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among 
you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 

14
 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to 

the wise and to the foolish. 
15

 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  

I am struck by the encouraging tone of this passage. He compliments their faith. He shares his prayers 
and desire to come to them. He wants to come and minister to them.  In verse twelve Paul catches 
himself; they will minister to each other mutually. He wants to preach the Gospel to them to reap some 
harvest. That may sound strange since they are already believers unless we understand that Paul’s 
gospel is a whole-life gospel. It includes not only trusting Christ for the forgiveness of sin, but learning to 
live a life of faith in Christ. He also certainly hopes to preach the Gospel to unbelieving Gentiles whom he 
refers to as Greeks and barbarians, wise and foolish. Greeks are Gentiles who speak Greek and 
barbarians are Gentiles who do not speak Greek. The wise and foolish would generally refer to the 
educated and uneducated. The point is, Paul was not being derogatory; he was using the terminology of 
the day. Paul’s commitment was to reach Gentiles of all kinds with the good news. 

In addition to Paul’s commitment to reach Gentiles with the Gospel, I also see in this Paul’s love for the 
local church and his high view of the church’s role in his life. In his culture, the term brother conveyed the 
deepest level of human relationship. In Christ, we are brought together as a family of brothers and sisters. 
It is Paul himself who will teach us the importance of the church family. 

Romans 12:9–13 (ESV)  
9
 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 

10
 Love one another with brotherly affection. 

Outdo one another in showing honor. 
11

 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
12

 Rejoice in 
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

13
 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality.  
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Our leaders, missionaries and all of us need to love the local church and have a high view of its role in 
our lives. We are a multi-generational family. We are called to love one another, to be committed to one 
another, to serve one another. The Lord has given us the Elders to shepherd us, to protect us and guide 
us. The Spirit has given us our spiritual gifts to build up and bless one another. The local church is the 
Body of Christ in the world today. We should love the local church; it should have a prominent place in all 
our lives. 

III. Do They Have A High View of the Local Church and Its Role In Their Lives? (1:8-15) 

 

In these opening verses of Romans, Paul introduces himself to the church in Rome. Briefly he shared 
himself, his gospel and his hope to come to them. This gave the church a chance to do a little vetting of 
Paul. 

We have identified three qualities to look for in our leaders, missionaries and all of our lives. We need to 
be confident of who we are in Christ. We need to be gospel experts. And we need to love the local church 
and have a high view of its role in our lives. 

Let me assure you that here at Grace we would never offer a pastoral position to someone sight unseen. 
You are too precious to us to expose you to that kind of risk. Likewise, we will never make a new 
Christian an Elder. It takes an average fifteen months for a man to be discipled to be an elder and we only 
consider men who have been part of the family for many years and are well known by the church family. 
Our Home Group leaders and Bible study teachers must all complete our membership class and be well 
known to our church leadership. Those we send into missions are brothers and sisters who have first 
been committed members of Grace Church and with whom we have gone through the process of 
preparing for service on the field. 

May God continue to mature us to be a disciple making church family and an effective base of operations 
for the spread of the Gospel in our community and the world! 

  

 

QUESTIONS: 

 Do you know what your primary spiritual gift is? If not, why not? 
(Resources: Dynamics of Spiritual Gifts by William McRae  /  Grace-Gifts Inventory @www.sustainablechurch.org) 

 Paul expressed the purpose of his apostleship as to bring about the obedience of faith. What light 
does this shine on his understanding of the salvation that is offered in the Gospel? 

 

NEXT WEEK:  Romans 1:16-32 


