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WHAT ANGERS GOD? 

Psalm 95 

 

Because He loves us so much, it angers God when we stubbornly doubt Him. 

 

Borderline personality disorder sufferers struggle to believe people love them and are committed to them.  
They crave these but harbor suspicion the other person is looking for a way out of the relationship.  Any 
perceived change in attitude or behavior is interpreted as abandonment.  Stable, longterm relationships 
with a borderline individual is difficult at best if not impossible.  The injury to their psyche is such that they 
can’t believe others love them. 

We must, at times, come across to God like borderlines.  When adversity hits, no matter how much God 
has done for us, we doubt Him.  Not all doubt angers God; most doubt fades with experience and 
maturity. But some believers doubt God in spite of overwhelming experience to the contrary.  It is this 
type of stubborn doubt that angers God.  Because He loves us so much, it angers God when we 
stubbornly doubt Him. 

God warns us against this kind of doubt in Psalm 95.  

Psalm 95 was most likely sung during the Feasts of the Lord.  It is a call to God’s people to worship and 
praise Him.  But it contains a strong warning in the final stanza. 

PSALM 95  (ESV)  
1
 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;  

 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  

 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  
 

3 For the LORD is a great God,  

 and a great King above all gods.  
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth;  

 the heights of the mountains are his also.  
5
 The sea is his, for he made it,  

 and his hands formed the dry land.  
 

6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down;  

 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!  
7
 For he is our God,  

 and we are the people of his pasture,  

 and the sheep of his hand.  

 

Today, if you hear his voice,  
 8

 do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,  

 as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,  
9
 when your fathers put me to the test  

 and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.  
10

 For forty years I loathed that generation  

 and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart,  

 and they have not known my ways.”  
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11 Therefore I swore in my wrath,  

 “They shall not enter my rest.”  

 

What makes God angry?   

It makes God angry when we doubt His love for us (95:7b-11). 

Psalm 95 begins with an upbeat invitation to worship and praise God; to sing and clap and have a 
wonderful time praising and thanking God for Who He is and what He has done for Israel.  Then, in the 
middle of the song it’s as if God takes the microphone from the Psalmist and issues this warning: 

Today, if you hear his voice,  
 8 do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,  

 as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,  
9 when your fathers put me to the test  

 and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.  
10 For forty years I loathed that generation  

 and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart,  

 and they have not known my ways.”  
11

 Therefore I swore in my wrath,  

 “They shall not enter my rest.”  

What happened at Meribah / Massah? 

Please turn in your Bibles to Exodus 17:1-7.  Keep in mind the people had recently crossed the Red Sea 
and at this time were eating manna from heaven. 

Exodus 17:1–7 (ESV)  
1
 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, 

according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for 

the people to drink. 
2
 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” 

And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 
3
 But the 

people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you 

bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 
4
 So Moses cried 

to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the LORD 

said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in 

your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on 

the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will 

drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place 

Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested 

the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”  
 

After all the ways God had shown them His love and commitment, they still doubted Him. 

That’s what makes God angry; when we doubt His love for us.  Particularly after He has shown us His 
love and care in so many ways as He had done for Israel.  There is a difference between honest, 
innocent doubt that is persuadeable.  We probably all start there to one degree or another.  Through the 
Word, the Holy Spirit and experience our faith in God’s love and commitment deepens; we leave doubt 
behind.  The kind of doubt manifested by the Exodus Generation was stubborn obstinance.  The low point 
was Kadesh Barnea (Numbers 14).  They doubted God’s power to give them Canaan.  It cost them; God 
vowed they would not enter His rest.  Sinai became their grave. 
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We are most likely to doubt God when going through a hard time.  That’s exactly when we need to cling 
to Him in full assurance of His power and of His love  for us.  These are the very attributes for which we 
praise God according to Psalm 95:1-7a. 

God, the Creator King, chose you (95:1-7a). 
1 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;  

 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  

 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  

 
3
 For the LORD is a great God,  

 and a great King above all gods.  
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth;  

 the heights of the mountains are his also.  
5 The sea is his, for he made it,  

 and his hands formed the dry land.  

 
6
 Oh come, let us worship and bow down;  

 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!  
7
 For he is our God,  

 and we are the people of his pasture,  

 and the sheep of his hand.  

 

God is the Creator King of the universe; is there anything too difficult for Him.  Is there any need in your 
life too difficult for God to meet?   

But some of us may wonder, “Will He do that for me?  Does He really care about me?” 

Well, He chose you and has drawn you into a unique relationship with Himself.  Just as God drew Israel 
into a unique relationship with Himself, so also in Christ He has chosen us to have a personal relationship 
with Him.  Turn with me to Ephesians 1:3-6. 

Ephesians 1:3–6 (ESV)  
3
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4
 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
5
 he predestined us for adoption to 

himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 
6
 to the praise of his 

glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

When doubt creeps in during hard times, ask yourself these two questions:  1) is God able (He is Creator 
King) and 2) does God care (He chose me). 

God loves us so much it disturbs Him when we doubt it.  If you find you struggle believing God’s love for 
you, I encourage you to camp out in Romans 8:26-39.  Turn there in your Bibles and hear God speak 
these words to you. 

Romans 8:26–39 (ESV)  
26

 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, 

but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 
27

 And he who searches 

hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 

the will of God. 
28

 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose. 
29

 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 
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to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 

brothers. 30
 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did 

not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us 

all things? 
33

 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34

 Who is to 

condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
35

 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
36

 As it 

is written,  

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

38
 For I am sure 

that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 
39

 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 


