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THE SERVANT 
Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 

Key Truth: 

Believe in Jesus, God’s Servant, Who’s death for sins, burial and resurrection were 
clearly predicted 700 years before He came. 

 

In just a moment I will show you a picture of an elderly woman.  She has black hair 
showing out under her white scarf.  She is wearing a black shawl and her chin is tucked 
down as if she is trying to stay warm.  Her ensemble is finished off with a feather in her 
hair. 

Do you see her? 
Do you see something else? 
A young woman looking away? 
Is this a picture of an elderly woman or a young woman? 

It is a picture of both; it is not an “either/or”, but a “both/and”. 
In the Garden, God began to paint a picture of a man who would one day deliver 
humanity from the consequences of the Fall.  This man came to be known as Messiah, 
the anointed one.  The picture drawn by the Old Testament Jewish prophets clearly 
depicted Messiah as a king and not just a king over Israel, but over the whole world.  
Yet there were other pictures depicting the Messiah suffering and dying.  Jewish 
scholars couldn’t put it together.  Was the promised Messiah a victorious king or a 
suffering servant?  For the Jews it was “either/or”.  When they looked at the prophetic 
picture of Messiah all they saw was a great king.  This is a major reason why the Jews 
rejected Jesus at His first coming – He didn’t fit their picture of the Messiah. 
But the prophetic picture of Messiah is a “both/and”; He will be both a suffering servant 
and a great king. There is no contradiction.  The explanation is that there is one 
Messiah Who comes twice.  In His first coming, Messiah suffers for sin; in His second 
coming, He rules the world. 
Isaiah 53 is one of the most stunning prophetic pictures through which God revealed 
both aspects of Messiah.  The Holy Spirit led Isaiah to write four songs about Messiah 
whom God calls His Servant.1  Isaiah wrote these songs some time around 700 BC.  
Assyria dominated the Middle East.  They conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 
722 BC and scattered the Jews throughout the Assyrian Empire.  Hezekiah, king of the 
southern kingdom of Judah, foolishly participated in a rebellion against King 
Sennacherib of Assyria.  Sennacherib’s retaliation was so severe that in the words of 
Isaiah: 
Isaiah 1:9 (ESV)  
9 If the LORD of hosts had not left us a few survivors,  
                                            
1 Isaiah 42:1-9; 49:1-13; 50:4-11; 52:13-52:13. 
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 we should have been like Sodom,  
 and become like Gomorrah.  

In the midst of this devastation God brought hope that one day His Servant will provide 
forgiveness of sin and bring justice to the nations.   
It is clear from the Gospel accounts of His life, death, burial and resurrection that Jesus 
is the Servant of Isaiah 53.  This passage begins and ends with the exaltation of the 
Servant, but the middle portion vividly describes His suffering, death, burial and 
resurrection.  But what is fascinating about this prophecy is that it reveals Israel’s 
rejection of God’s Servant. 
Isaiah 53:1-9 is Israel’s confession that she did not recognize Jesus as God’s servant, 
but rejected Him.   
When will Israel make this confession? 
At the very end of the seven year Tribulation when, as a nation, they realize that Jesus 
is God’s Servant, the Messiah (Zech. 12:10-13:1).  Isaiah 53:1-9 will be their national 
confession lamenting their rejection of Jesus at His first coming as the Suffering 
Servant. 
The song begins with God declaring the exaltation of His Servant Who, though 
degraded in the extreme, will cleanse and purify many nations.  The One speaking is 
God.  He is speaking prophetically from the time between the first and second coming of 
His Servant; the suffering of His Servant has been accomplished, the exaltation of His 
Servant awaits the future (what we know as the second coming of Jesus).  God 
prophetically contrasts the Jews who were “astonished” (repulsed) by Jesus’ 
degradation at His crucifixion not understanding its meaning over against future Gentile 
Kings who will “shut their mouths” in reverential awe realizing Jesus’ suffering and death 
accomplished their cleansing and purification by which they gained entry into His 
Kingdom. 

GOD WILL EXALT HIS SERVANT (52:13-15) 
Isaiah 52:13–15 (ESV)  
13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely;  
 he shall be high and lifted up,  
 and shall be exalted.  
14 As many were astonished at you—  
 his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,  
 and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—  
5 so shall he sprinkle many nations.  
 Kings shall shut their mouths because of him,  
    for that which has not been told them they see,  
  and that which they have not heard they understand.  
 
The speaker in Isaiah 53:1-9 is Israel (the Jews).  Prophetically they are speaking from 
the future; specifically, from the end of the Tribulation just prior to Jesus’ second 
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coming.  Lead by their spiritual leaders, the Remnant of the Jews will come to realize 
that Jesus is God’s Servant, their Messiah.  With remorse and sorrow, they will confess 
they didn't’ recognize Him at His first coming.  They were looking for a king not a 
servant.  Jesus didn’t fit their expectations.  Not only that, but worse, they rejected Him 
and rejected what He did for them in His suffering and death.  This is a  lament, heart 
broken cry of regret and sorrow for their rejection of God’s Suffering Servant.   

ISRAEL’S CONFESSION (53:1-9) 
Isaiah 53:1–9 (ESV)  
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us?  
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,  
 and like a root out of dry ground;  
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,  
 and no beauty that we should desire him.  
3 He was despised and rejected by men,  
 a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;  
and as one from whom men hide their faces  
 he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  
 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs  
 and carried our sorrows;  
yet we esteemed him stricken,  
 smitten by God, and afflicted.  
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;  
 he was crushed for our iniquities;  
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  
 and with his wounds we are healed.  
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;  
 we have turned—every one—to his own way;  
and the LORD has laid on him  
 the iniquity of us all.  
 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  
 yet he opened not his mouth;  
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  
 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,  
 so he opened not his mouth.  
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;  
 and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living,  
  stricken for the transgression of my people?  
9 And they made his grave with the wicked  
 and with a rich man in his death,  
although he had done no violence,  
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 and there was no deceit in his mouth.  
 
The confession of Israel concludes with verse 9.  The speaker of the final section is 
either Isaiah in verse ten followed by God in verses 11-12 or it is God in all three verses.  
Here, God promises to resurrect and exalt His Servant because His Servant “poured out 
his soul to death” in fulfillment of God’s will. 

GOD WILL RESURRECT AND EXALT HIS SERVANT (53:10-12) 
Isaiah 53:10–12 (ESV)  
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;  
 he has put him to grief;  
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,  
 he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;  
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;  
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,  
 make many to be accounted righteous,  
 and he shall bear their iniquities.  
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,  
 and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,  
because he poured out his soul to death  
 and was numbered with the transgressors;  
yet he bore the sin of many,  
 and makes intercession for the transgressors. 
 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 paints a clear picture of Jesus. 

• Jesus is God’s Servant. 

• Jesus fulfilled God’s salvation plan. 

• Jesus’ suffering, death, burial and resurrection were clearly predicted 700 years 
before His birth.  This is evidence of the divine inspiration of the Bible. 

• The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus make it possible for us to be made right 
with God.  We can have a relationship with God if we so desire.  Jesus provides a 
way for us to be forgiven of all the ways we have failed to obey God and honor Him 
as He should be honored.  We have earned separation (death) from God because of 
our sins.  Jesus died in our place.  He is our substitute.  He bore the punishment for 
all our sins against God.  He opened the way for us to have a relationship with God.  
Accept by faith that Jesus paid your sin debt completely.  His blood will be applied to 
your account and your sin will be completely forgiven.  The Holy Spirit will indwell 
you and restore you to a relationship with God. 

• Just as Jesus fulfilled the picture of the Suffering Servant so also He will fulfill the 
picture of the Exalted Servant.  Jesus is coming again to establish His Kingdom on 
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earth.  Just as God promised to exalt His Servant on account of His Servant’s 
service so also God promises to reward us for faithful service.  Whereas every born-
again Christian will inhabit the Jesus’ Messianic Kingdom, not all born-again 
Christians will inherit Jesus’ Messianic Kingdom.  To inherit is to be rewarded with 
authority to reign with Christ in His Kingdom.  That reward is available to all believers 
who faithfully serve Christ in this life.  It does matter how we live after we trust in 
Christ as Savior.  We cannot lose our salvation, but we can forfeit a greater and 
more fulfilling experience of Christ’s Kingdom by forfeiting our reward. 

• The nation of Israel will come to faith in Jesus.  God keeps His covenants.  Isaiah 53 
clearly anticipated that Israel would reject Jesus at His first coming.  Some teach 
that as a result of Israel’s rejection, God is finished with Israel.  But such cannot be 
the case as proven by Isaiah 53.  Her confession proves that someday Israel as a 
nation will come to understand and accept Jesus as their Messiah and Savior!  
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