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HE IS FAITHFUL WHEN WE ARE NOT 
Mark 14:22-52 

Have you ever wondered how you would hold up under persecution for being a 
Christian?  We will never know for sure until we go through it; but I suspect that all of us 
would like to think we would stay faithful to Jesus. 

But the fact is that not all of us will.  Even Jesus’ disciples failed under persecution. 

One of the reasons we know the Bible is reliable history is because of its honesty.  
Unlike myth or legend, the people in the Bible do not always win or even do the right 
thing.  In fact, I believe that in Mark 14, John Mark, the author of the Gospel of Mark, 
purposefully highlighted the failure of Jesus’ disciples in the hours just prior to His 
arrest. 

Before we read verses 22-52, quickly scan verses 1-21 and notice the emphasis upon 
the conspiracy of the Jewish leaders (vv. 1-2); Judas’ agreement to betray Jesus (vv. 
10-11) and Jesus’ announcement that He would be betrayed (v.18). 

As we continue reading chapter 14:22-52 notice the amount of space Mark gives to the 
announcement that all the disciples will abandon Jesus (vv. 26-31); the failure of the 
disciples to watch and pray (vv. 32-42) and finally, the betrayal and abandonment of 
Jesus by His disciples (vv. 43-52). 

Mark 14:22–52 (ESV)  
22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink 
again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”  
26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus 
said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the 
sheep will be scattered.’ 28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29 
Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.” 30 And Jesus said to him, 
“Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three 
times.” 31 But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And they 
all said the same.  
32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I pray.” 33 And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be 
greatly distressed and troubled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even 
to death. Remain here and watch.” 35 And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and 
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And he said, “Abba, 
Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but 
what you will.” 37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, 
are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray that you may not 
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he 
went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 And again he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. 41 
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And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your 
rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. 42 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”  
43 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and 
with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the 
elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the 
man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.” 45 And when he came, he went up to 
him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46 And they laid hands on him and 
seized him. 47 But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of 
the high priest and cut off his ear. 48 And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as 
against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Day after day I was with you 
in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 
And they all left him and fled.  
51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And 
they seized him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.  

Who this young man was is not known; some speculate it was John Mark himself, but 
there is no evidence.  The point is, Jesus was completely abandoned and left alone with 
His captors.  The failure of His disciples was utter and complete. 

Judas betrayed Him. 

Peter, who was ready to die with Him, ran into the night. 

James and John, confident they could drink the cup Jesus had to drink (10:38-39) were 
no where to be found and so also the rest of the disciples. 

Remember, John Mark wrote this gospel for believers in Rome experiencing 
persecution.  The disciples at this point hardly served as inspirational models.  I don’t 
think that was Mark’s purpose.  Rather, the failure of the disciples served to highlight the 
faithfulness of Jesus. 

Knowing full well their failure and facing His own struggle in the garden, Jesus remained 
faithful to God the Father and to His disciples.  Rathering than rejecting His disciples, 
Jesus reassured them at several points throughout the evening. 

 In partaking of the bread and cup (His body and blood) Jesus assured them of His 
presence with them and their union with Him in the new covenant. 

 When Jesus drinks the fruit of the vine new in the kingdom of God it is understood 
He will drink it with them, His disciples. 

 After they abandon Him and He is resurrected, Jesus informed Peter that He would 
go before them to Galilee.  He will still be their Shepherd. 

Herein we see the unconditional love of our Lord Jesus for His failed disciples.  It 
reminds of that great promise that there is nothing in all creation able to “…separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:39). 

This passage also highlights the incredible accomplishment of our Lord Jesus Who, in 
His humanity suffering the betrayal and abandonment of friends and the soul crushing 
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anguish of the Father’s impending judgment, remained faithful to the end and secured 
our redemption (Hebrews 5:7-10). 

Finally, from this passage and the example of Jesus, the suffering saints in Rome and 
persecuted believers of all times can learn valuable lessons. 

 Unaided by God’s Spirit, we do not have the strength or resources to endure 
persecution.  The disciples insisted they would not abandon Jesus, but in the end, 
each discovered that indeed “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak”. 

 Jesus prayed through His hour of testing while the disciples slept.  Jesus remained 
faithful while the disciples failed.  Prayer, dependent prayer upon God, is the key to 
faithful endurance. 

How will we each handle persecution?  Some of us will remain faithful as did the 
disciples after the resurrection.  But some of us will falter as have many of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ over the centuries.  But whether we stand or fall, Jesus will never 
abandon us; He is faithful when we are not. 


