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JESUS’ TURN 
Mark 12:28-44 

Scribes factor large in our study today so let’s get some background on them.  The 
origin of the scribes as a professional class began during the time of Exile following the 
Babylonian Conquest of 586BC.  The Temple had been destroyed and the Jews 
scattered throughout the Babylonian empire.  The scribes, who were responsible for 
copying and preserving the Scriptures, became, by virtue of their contact with the 
Scriptures, experts in the Law of Moses.  They provided leadership and guidance during 
the Exile when there were many questions about how to obey the Law in the foreign 
countries where the Jews settled.  The scribal profession continued after the Return 
and, in the days of Jesus, scribes were highly respected as experts and teachers of the 
Law. They were also referred to as “lawyers” because they were trained in applying the 
Law in judicial matters (Matt. 22:35).  Unfortunately, the scribes opposed Jesus and 
collaborated with the chief priests and elders to have Him killed. 

But among the scribes there was an exception. 

“NOT FAR FROM THE KINGDOM” (12:28-34) 

Mark 12:28–34 (ESV)  
28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and 
seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most 
important of all?”  

This scribe had listened to the dispute between the Sadducees and Jesus (12:18-27).  
Impressed with Jesus’ answer, he asked Jesus a sincere question; one that may have 
been much debated amongst the scribes.  Of the 613 individual commandments in the 
Mosaic Law, was there a single unifying command that summarized them all? 
29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”  

The commands to love God and love others summarizes the Law of Moses.  Perhaps 
quite contrary to the way people viewed the Law then and now, the Mosaic Law was all 
about love. 

How refreshing it must have been to Jesus to discover among His antagonists one who 
understood. 
32 And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, 
and there is no other besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the 
understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much 
more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that he 
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  
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This man had the kind of spiritual understanding and openness to Jesus that brought 
him very close to salvation.  We are left to wonder if he came to faith in Jesus; one of 
the things we’ll find out in the Resurrection! 

How gracious of the Holy Spirit to include this exchange.  Our tendency would be to 
write off all chief priests, elders and scribes as enemies of Jesus. But here was a happy 
exception and I believe it delighted the Lord to speak with this man and to encourage 
his faith. 

We would do well to be reminded that within any group known for its hostility towards 
Christ there will be exceptions; men, women and children seeking truth and open to the 
gospel of Christ.  We must deal with people on an individual basis and not dismiss them 
wholesale because they are Muslim or Hindu or Mormon or Jehovah’s Witness etc.  We 
want always to be open to the “scribe” who is “not far from the Kingdom”. 

At this point in the week, Jesus had successfully thwarted His enemies’ attacks so that, 
as Mark wrote… 

And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

It was Jesus’ turn…  

Positive as His exchange had been with the previous scribe, Jesus warned His listeners 
about the scribes.  He first warned that their teaching on the subject of the Messiah was 
incomplete.  

DAVID’S SON OR DAVID’S LORD? (12:35-37) 

Mark 12:35–37 (ESV)  
35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ 
is the son of David? 36 David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared,  

“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 

until I put your enemies under your feet.” ’ 
37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great throng heard him 
gladly.  

Jesus wasn’t questioning the fact that the Scriptures predicted the Messiah would be a 
descendant of King David.1  He was exposing the biased teaching of the scribes who 
virtually ignored Psalm 110:1 because it didn’t fit their theology.  Under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, King David himself declared that the Messiah was his Lord.  It was 
explicit and clear as day, but the scribes ignored it.  They couldn’t reconcile how the 
Messiah could both be David’s Son and David’s Lord at the same time.  Thus, they 
taught His Davidic sonship, but denied His Davidic Lordship. 

The resolution is the unique nature of the Messiah; He is fully God and fully man.  Jesus 
is David’s Son by virtue of His humanity; He is David’s Lord by virtue of His deity. At the 
beginning of the week Jesus deliberately fulfilled the Messianic prophecy of Zechariah 
9:9 by riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.  When He taught about Messiah He was 

                                            
1
 Cf. 2 Sam. 7:8–16; Ps. 89:3–4; Isa. 9:2–7; 11:1–9; Jer. 23:5–6; 30:9; 33:15–17, 22; Ezek. 34:23–24; 37:24; Hosea 3:5; Amos 9:11 
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teaching about Himself.  He clearly intended the crowd to understand His true identity; 
David’s Son by virtue of His humanity, David’s Lord by virtue of His deity. 

We cannot simply regard Jesus as a great man or a great teacher and deny His deity.  
Early in His ministry, Jesus declared His deity by forgiving the sins of a paralytic; a 
perogative reserved for God alone (2:5-12).  He furthered declared His deity by 
proclaiming Himself Lord of the Sabbath; that is, the divine authority over the Law of 
Moses (2:27).  Here, in this passage, He is teaching that He is both human and divine. 

The deity of Christ is a most precious and essential doctrine of our faith.  As we learned 
in both Revelation and Hebrews, only a God-Man could accomplish our salvation and 
only the God-Man is qualified to open the scroll and usher in the Kingdom.  Let us never 
compromise on this glorious truth and let us consciously and specifically worship Jesus 
for both His humanity and deity. 

In this passage, Jesus also exposed the bias of the scribes.  They affirmed what fit their 
theology and ignored what didn’t.  When listening to our Bible teachers, we need to be 
like the Bereans who examined the Scriptures daily to see if the things Paul and Silas 
said were true (Acts 17:11).  In this day of increasing apostasy it is manifestly important 
that we be diligent students of the Word and not naively accept everything that is taught 
as true.  

The scribes not only mistaught on the subject of the Messiah; they also misrepresented 
the life of genuine spirituality and faith in God. 

FOLLOW NOT THE EXAMPLE OF THE SCRIBES, BUT OF THE WIDOW (12:38-44). 

What two commands did Jesus declare the most important of the Law of Moses?  As 
we read Jesus’ description of these scribes, how do they measure up to the two great 
commands? 

Mark 12:38–44 (ESV)  
38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 
robes and like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the best seats in the 
synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows’ houses and for a 
pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

Who do these scribes love? 

Why should Jesus’ listeners beware?  Because the scribes do not reflect lives of love 
for God or others.  Their lives were not to be emulated. 

The life to be emulated was in the Courtyard of the Women.   

Jesus walked across the Courtyard of the Gentiles to the Courtyard of the Women 
adjacent to the Temple proper.  Trumpet shaped receptacles were stationed along the 
wall of the Temple to receive peoples’ financial offerings.   
41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into 
the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put 
in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him 
and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those 
who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their 
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abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live 
on.”  

Who did the widow love? 

Who did the widow trust? 

Whom should we emulate; the scribes or the widow? 

It is all about love.  Love is the intent to do good to others.  It is not the emotion of 
affection, but the decision of the will to do good to others. 

Are we growing in love?  As we go through our days are we thinking about the Lord and 
aware of His presence as we go about our work?  When making decisions do we think 
about what the Lord wants?  Are we loving others?  Certainly this begins with our 
families – which is natural.  But beyond our families are we loving others?  Do we reach 
out to our Christian brothers and sisters and love them?  Are we praying for 
opportunities to show love to our coworkers and classmates? 

It’s all about love.  Let us continually pray that God would transform us to love Him with 
all our hearts, souls, minds and strength and to love others as Christ has loved us.  

 


