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THE TIME OF HARVEST 
Revelation 14:14-20 

Matthew 13 records a parable of our Lord’s which has been called the Parable of the Weeds.  Matthew 12 
records the national rejection of Jesus’ offer of the Kingdom (Matt. 12:22-32).  Having been rejected, 
Jesus’ ministry shifted to preparing His disciples to continue the work of the Kingdom after His death, 
resurrection and ascension. 

Jesus taught a number of parables revealing the nature of the Kingdom between His first and second 
comings.  The Parable of the Weeds is one such parable.  The Parable of the Weeds follows the Parable 
of the Soils which explained why the good seed Jesus had sown had not taken root; it was because of the 
rocky soil that characterized the hearts of Israel’s spiritual leaders.  But there was another power at work 
as well which is the subject of the Parable of the Weeds. 

In Matthew 13:24-30 Jesus gives the parable; in verses 36-43 He explains it. 

Matthew 13:24–30 (ESV)  
24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done 
this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest 
in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, 
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, 
but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”  

The Greek noun translated “weeds” (zizania, used only here in the N.T.) refers to a plant similar in 
appearance to wheat which does not produce any grain.1  Before the genuine wheat produces grain, it is 
virtually impossible to tell the difference.  Thus the master’s prohibition against weeding out the zizania 
before the harvest. 

In verses 36-43 Jesus explains the parable. 

Matthew 13:36–43 (ESV)  
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us 
the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of 
the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and 
all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let 
him hear. 

Jesus is teaching that during the Church Age, wherever the good seed of God’s Word is sown, Satan is 
right there sowing counterfeit seed.  Stanley Ellisen explains: 

The central truth of the story is that the Devil will continue to plant a counterfeit kingdom of his own, 
using clones who masquerade as children of God.  They are , in fact, almost indistinguishable from 
the true.  Because of this similarity, the Lord denied His servants the work of weeding them out, 
lest they mistake the true.  At the time of harvest the angelic reapers will take care of the culling, 
not the least fooled by the good looks or pious talk of counterfeits.2 

When is the time of the harvest? 

Turn with me please to Revelation 14:14-16. 
                                            
1 Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000. 
2 Ellisen, Stanley. Parables in the Eye of the Storm.  Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Kregel Publications, 2001, pp. 93-94. 
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HARVEST OF THE KINGDOM’S SONS (REV. 14:14-16) 

Revelation 14:14–16 (ESV)  
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden 
crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, calling 
with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, 
for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, 
and the earth was reaped.  

The context of Revelation 14:14-16 is the final 3 ½ years of the 7 year Tribulation.  The one seated on the 
cloud is Jesus.  He is wearing the victor’s crown and holding a sickle symbolizing judgment.  These final 3 
½ years are the harvest which will culminate in the Sheep & Goats Judgments (Matt. 25:31-46).  The 
Sheep & Goats judgment will gather the mortal survivors of the Tribulation for judgment.  Satan’s 
counterfeits – the goats – will be weeded out and cast into hell.  The sons of the Kingdom – the Sheep – 
will enter the Millennial Kingdom. 

This vision of the harvest in Revelation 14:14-16 pinpoints the time of the harvest revealed in the Parable 
of the Weeds; it will take place at the culmination of the final 3 ½ years of the Tribulation. 

In verses 17-20 John is given a vision of another harvest; a harvest of grapes. 

HARVEST OF THE NATIONS FOR THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON (REV. 14:17-20) 

Revelation 14:17–20 (ESV)  
17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 And another 
angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to 
the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for 
its grapes are ripe.” 19 So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of 
the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trodden 
outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia. 

This harvest vision anticipates the gathering of the nations for the battle of Armageddon at the end of the 
Tribulation.  This gathering was prophesied by the Old Testament prophet Joel in the 6th century B.C. 

Joel 3:1–3 (ESV)  
1 “For behold, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will 
gather all the nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. And I will enter into judgment 
with them there, on behalf of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them 
among the nations and have divided up my land, 3 and have cast lots for my people, and have traded a 
boy for a prostitute, and have sold a girl for wine and have drunk it.  

Joel 3:9–16 (ESV)  
9 Proclaim this among the nations: Consecrate for war; stir up the mighty men. Let all the men of war 
draw near; let them come up. 10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; 
let the weak say, “I am a warrior.” 11 Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, and gather 
yourselves there. Bring down your warriors, O LORD. 12 Let the nations stir themselves up and come up to 
the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 13 Put in the sickle, for 
the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for their evil is great. 14 
Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 
The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD roars from Zion, 
and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth quake. But the LORD is a refuge to 
his people, a stronghold to the people of Israel.  

God will gather the nations for battle by means of the 6th Bowl Judgment poured out towards the end of 
the Tribulation. 

Revelation 16:12–16 (ESV)  
12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to prepare 
the way for the kings from the east. 13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the 
mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. 14 For they 
are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them 
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for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one 
who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 16 
And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

When the nations are gathered, Jesus and His army will come and defeat these forces of the Antichrist 
and bring the Tribulation to end. 

Revelation 19:19–21 (ESV)  
19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who 
was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet 
who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns 
with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on 
the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. 

REFLECTION 

As the world moves into the evil shadows of the final 3 ½ years of the Tribulation, the visions of the 
harvest look forward to the ultimate defeat of God’s enemies and the gathering of God’s people into the 
Millennial Kingdom.  These visions will supply hope and comfort to those believers suffering in that day. 

Presently, we are living in the days of the zizania; counterfeit Christians and cults sown by Satan.  We are 
not to spend our energies on trying to determine who around us are “true” Christians and who are not.  
Only the Lord knows those who are truly His.  Our energy needs to be focused on sharing the Gospel, 
teaching the Word, prayer and the making of disciples.  This does not preclude standing against doctrinal 
heresy or disciplining a wayward brother or sister.  It does preclude our pronouncing someone “unsaved” 
because they are not living in a manner we would expect of a Christian.  Jesus and the holy angels will 
sort out the saved from the unsaved. 

 


