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RISE OF THE ANTICHRIST 
Revelation 13:1-10 

Midway through the 7 year Tribulation persecution will break out against the Jewish people on a scale 
unequalled in human history.  Revelation 12 reveals the reasons:  1) Satan hates Israel because it is the 
source of the Messiah (12:1-6), 2) Satan will be defeated by Michael the Archangel and cast down to 
earth for the final 3 ½ years of the Tribulation (12:7-12) and 3) Satan will attempt to annihilate the Jews 
but God will protect a Remnant in the Wilderness (12:13-17). 

The final words of Revelation 12 set us up for chapter 13: 

Revelation 12:17 (ESV)  
17 …And he (the dragon) stood on the sand of the sea.  

Picture Satan standing on the seashore furious and filled with rage.  He knows his time is short – only 3 ½ 
years before the 2nd coming.  He’s been defeated by Michael the Archangel.  He no longer has access to 
the presence of God.  He can’t attack Jesus directly so he will vent his rage on Jesus’ people, the Jews.  
He still craves to be worshipped by mankind. 

How will Satan attempt to accomplish these two goals of destroying the Jews and receiving the worship of 
mankind? 

Revelation 13 reveals Satan will work through the Antichrist and the False Prophet to destroy the Jews 
and receive the worship of mankind. 

We will read chapter 13 in its entirety for context and flow and then break it down. 

SATAN WILL WORK THROUGH THE ANTICHRIST AND FALSE PROPHET (REV. 13:1-18) 

Revelation 13:1-18 (ESV)  
1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns 
and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a 
bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and 
great authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and 
the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given 
his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight 
against it?”  
5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to 
exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, 
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make 
war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and 
language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been 
written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 9 If anyone has an 
ear, let him hear:  

10 If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes;  
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. 

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.  
11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 
12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants 
worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs, even making fire 
come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the 
presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast 
that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the 
beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the 
image of the beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and 
slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the 
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mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who 
has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 
666. 

Revelation 13 reveals that in the final 3 ½ years of the Tribulation, Satan will work through the Antichrist 
and the False Prophet.  The three together – Satan, the Antichrist and the False Prophet – will form the 
counterfeit trinity. 

As you will see, the imagery used to describe the Antichrist in verses 1 & 2 is drawn directly from Daniel 
7.  As was emphasized at the beginning of our study, one of the blessings of studying the book of 
Revelation is that it helps us understand Old Testament prophecy and how various prophecies fit together 
in the sequence of Tribulation events. I would encourage you to cross reference Revelation 13:1-2 with 
Daniel 7. 

Antichrist Will Be Present and Active Before and Throughout the Tribulation 

Also, before we dive into Revelation 13 we need to be clear that the Antichrist will be present and active 
prior to the 3 ½ year point of the Tribulation.  2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 reveals that the Tribulation will not 
come until 1) the Rapture occurs and 2) the Antichrist is revealed. 

2 Thessalonians 2:3–4 (ESV)  
3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion (lit. departure) 
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts 
himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
proclaiming himself to be God.  

It is obvious that the Antichrist is present and active prior to the Tribulation because it is the Antichrist who 
signs the seven year security covenant with Israel that begins the Tribulation. 

 Daniel 9:27 (ESV)  
27 And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week (seven), and for half of the week he shall 
put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes 
desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.” 

Revelation 6:1-2 reveals that as the Tribulation begins the Antichrist (the rider of the white horse going 
forth to conquer with an arrowless bow) will be working to conquer nations through political means rather 
than military means. 

Revelation 6:1–2 (ESV)  
1 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living 
creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider 
had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.  

Through this brief review we see that Revelation 13:1-10 is not introducing the Antichrist for the first time.  
Revelation 13 is revealing how the Antichrist, in league with the False Prophet, will be used by Satan in 
the second half of the Tribulation. 

Two things about the Antichrist are being emphasized in Revelation 13:1-10:  1) he will rule the world and 
2) he will be worshiped by the world. 

THE BEAST RISING FROM THE SEA (13:1-10) 

Revelation 13:1–2 (ESV)  
1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns 
and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a 
bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and 
great authority.  

The Times of the Gentiles (Luke 21:20-24) 

We cannot understand this imagery until we put it into its proper context.  The ten horns, seven heads, 
leopard, bear and lion refer to kings and kingdoms.  These particular kings and kingdoms are in view 
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because of their relationship to the nation of Israel.  These are the kings and kingdoms who have, are and 
will trample Jerusalem until the Times of the Gentiles is complete.  The Times of the Gentiles stretches 
from 586 B.C. to the establishment of the Messianic Kingdom.  Dr. Arnold Furchtenbaum defines the 
Times of the Gentiles: 

The Times of the Gentiles can best be defined as that long period of time from the Babylonian 
Empire to the Second Coming of the Messiah during which time the Gentiles have dominance over 
the City of Jerusalem. This does not rule out temporary Jewish control of the city, but all such 
Jewish control will be temporary until the Second Coming.1 

The title Times of the Gentiles comes from Jesus.  Jesus prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem which 
later took place in 70 A.D. at the hands of the Romans.  In this prophecy Jesus made reference to The 
Times of the Gentiles. 

Luke 21:20–24 (ESV)  
20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 21 
Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and 
let not those who are out in the country enter it, 22 for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is 
written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For 
there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of 
the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  

The Times of the Gentiles is that period of time during which Gentile kingdoms have dominance over the 
city of Jerusalem.  The Times of the Gentiles stretches from 586 B.C. to the end of the Tribulation.  The 
horns, heads, leopard, bear and lion of Revelation 13 refer to the Gentile kings and kingdoms that have, 
are and will dominate Jerusalem until the second coming of Jesus. 

The first king/kingdom to trample Jerusalem was the Babylonian Empire.   

Please turn with me to Daniel 7 where we discover that the Babylonian Empire is symbolized by a lion.  
Daniel 7 is the record of a vision received by Daniel concerning the Times of the Gentiles. 

The Four Gentile Empires of the Times of the Gentiles (Danial 7:1-8) 

Daniel 7:1–8 (ESV)  
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head as he lay in 
his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 2 Daniel declared, “I saw in my 
vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 And four great 
beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 4 The first was like a lion and had eagles’ 
wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to 
stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 5 And behold, another beast, a 
second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and 
it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ 6 After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four 
wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 7 After this I saw 
in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had 
great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was different 
from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and behold, there 
came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by 
the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.  

The four beasts Daniel saw in this vision are the four kingdoms that span the entire period of the Times of 
the Gentiles from the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. until the second coming of Christ.  It 
is important to let this sink in because it is an important point of reference. 

The first kingdom symbolized by the lion represents the Babylonian empire.  For those familiar with 
Nebuchanezzar’s statue, the lion corresponds to the head of gold (Dan. 2:37-38). 

                                            
1 Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah : a Study of the Sequence of Prophetic Events, Rev. ed. (Tustin, CA: Ariel 
Ministries, 2003), 21. 
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The second kingdom symbolized by the bear represents the Medo Persian empire.  The bear 
corresponds to the chest and arms of silver of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue (Dan. 2:39). 

The third kingdom symbolized by the leopard represents the Grecian empire.  The leopard corresponds to 
the torso and thighs of bronze of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue (Dan. 2:39). 

The fourth kingdom symbolized by a beast of immense power and ten horns represents the Roman 
empire and the subsequent form it has taken down through history and will take during the Tribulation.  
More on that later. 

The important thing to take in at this point is that from God’s prophetic viewpoint there are four gentile 
empires that have, are and will trample Jerusalem until the Times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  They are 
the Babylonian Empire, the Medo Persian Empire, the Hellenistic (Grecian) Empire and the Fourth Empire 
that began with the Roman Empire and continues to the present and on through the Tribulation.  The 
seven heads, ten horns and little horn are all related to the Fourth Empire.  We’ll study those in detail in 
our next lesson.  The Times of the Gentiles will come to end with the second coming of Christ and the 
establishment of the Millennial Kingdom. 

REFLECTION 

The description of the Antichrist in Revelation 13:1-2 is hard to understand.  It is passages like these that 
turn people off to studying prophecy.  Our tendency is to be impatient with the process of learning and to 
give up in frustration. 

This is true about studying prophecy, but it’s also true about learning anything new and complex. 

So here are a couple tips for learning something new and complex. 

1.  Slow down.  Slow down your reading to give your mind the time it needs to comprehend and absorb 
what you’re reading. 

2.  Smaller bites.  How do you eat an elephant?  One bite at a time.  Master small pieces of the puzzle 
and then put them back together to understand the whole.  For instance, in today’s study we want to get it 
clearly in our minds that during the Times of the Gentiles four Gentile empires dominate Jerusalem.  We’ll 
add additional information a piece at a time until we can see the whole. 

3.  Review, Review, Review.  With review will come familiarity and the ability to connect the various 
elements into the whole. 

Slow down, break things into smaller bites and review what you’ve learned.  These three simple practices 
will help you greatly as you study prophecy or tackle any new project!  

 


