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HERO SERVANT 
Mark 10:32-52 

One of the characteristics of true heroism is courage and determination in the face of 
certain danger.  We have heroes in our church family; combat veterans of our armed 
forces, law enforcement officers, fire fighters and others who run towards danger. 

For me, one of the most powerful moments in the movie Saving Private Ryan is the 
sound of German bullets pinging off the landing boats of the Allied soldiers storming the 
beaches of Normandy.  Facing a wall of machine gun fire they pushed forward and won 
the day and war; every one a hero. 

Jesus is a hero in the same way. 

JESUS COURAGEOUSLY LEAD THE WAY TO JERUSALEM (10:32-34) 

Mark 10:32–34 (ESV)  
32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of 
them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the 
twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are 
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests 
and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the 
Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after 
three days he will rise.” 

Did Jesus know what He was facing in Jerusalem?  Absolutely!  In fact, this third 
prophecy was the most detailed (cf. 8:31, 9:31). 

Yet He was out front leading the way.  With courage and determination He faced the 
suffering and death that awaited Him in Jerusalem. 

In this He fulfilled the messianic prophecy of Isaiah 50:5-8. 

Isaiah 50:5–7 (ESV)  
5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward.  
6 I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I 

hid not my face from disgrace and spitting.  
7 But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set 

my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame.  

I appreciate the thoughts of William Lane who writes: 

What awakens amazement and terror in the disciples who follow is not the 
recognition that the road leads to Jerusalem nor an awareness of what will be 
accomplished there, but Jesus himself. The power of the Lord, who holds in his 
hands his own destiny as well as that of the people of God, is manifested for Mark 
and his readers in the awe and dread which characterize those around him.1 

                                            
1
 William L. Lane, The Gospel of Mark, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1974), 374. 
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Jesus emphasized His resurrection in each prediction.  His literal, physical resurrection 
from the dead was an absolute necessity for salvation.  It is a truth that must be 
believed if one is to be saved.  When you give your testimony of faith in Jesus it should 
always include your belief in Jesus’ physical resurrection from the dead.  The Apostle 
Paul stressed the historicity and necessity of the resurrection. 

1 Corinthians 15:3–5 (ESV)  
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve.  

1 Corinthians 15:12–24 (ESV)  
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting 
God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is 
true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has 
been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in 
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.  
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection 
of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But 
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to 
Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 
destroying every rule and every authority and power.  

Jesus, our hero, knew the Father’s plan of salvation and though it meant horrible 
suffering and death, He faced it with courage and determination.  He would triumph in 
His resurrection. 

Even with three clear explanations the disciples still did not grasp what awaited Jesus in 
Jerusalem.  Insensitive to Jesus’ impending suffering, John and James “skipped over” 
the mocking, flogging and killing and focused on the glory. 

A DISCIPLE LEADS BY SERVING, NOT LORDING (10:35-45) 

Mark 10:35-45 (ESV)  
35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at 
your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized 
with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And 
Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I 
am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine 
to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and 
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said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among 
you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever 
would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

After all this time and previous correctives, the disciples were still status conscious and 
self promoting. 

Jesus affirmed the Millennial Kingdom here on earth at which time He will be enthroned 
and others will be seated around Him.  But He revealed here that the places of honor 
will be given by the Father to those for whom they have been prepared.   

Jesus once again stressed that before the Crown there must be the Cross. The cup and 
baptism both refer to the divine judgment Jesus would suffer when He served as our 
substitute on the cross and suffered God’s righteous wrath for our sin.  He revealed that 
both John and James would also suffer; James was martyred by Herod (Acts 12:2), 
John suffered under Emperor Domitian and was exiled to Patmos (Rev. 1:9). 

Not surprisingly, the ten were angry when they heard that John and James had gotten 
the drop on them.  This must have been very distressing to Jesus because these were 
the men through whom He was going to build His church and here they were acting just 
like pagan politicians! 

Jesus calls every disciple to be like Him and serve others.  At the heart of serving others 
is meeting their needs.  What is the greatest need of mankind?  To be bought back from 
our slavery to sin and death.  Jesus served us by buying us back from our slavery to sin 
and death.  He is the ultimate and greatest servant who ever lived.  No one has more 
credibility to call us to a life of service. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were renewed in their thinking.  Peter 
wrote this to elders in 1 Peter 5:1-5. 

1 Peter 5:1–5 (ESV)  
1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the 
flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, 
as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over 
those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, 
be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, 
for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  

In Jericho, Jesus would once again live out the truth He wanted His disciples to 
embrace. 

JESUS SERVED ONE OF THE “LEAST” (10:46-52)  

Mark 10:46-52 (ESV)  
46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 
great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the 
roadside. 47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and 
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say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to 
be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus 
stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. 
Get up; he is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to 
Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind 
man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your 
way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and 
followed him on the way.  

Jericho is 18 miles northwest of Jerusalem.  As Jesus, His disciples and pilgrims 
traveling to Jerusalem for Passover passed out the city gates, they were met by the 
cries of a blind beggar named Bartimaeus.  I imagine Bartimaeus yelling at the top of his 
lungs out of desperation to be heard above the din of the crowd. 

Seldom does Mark record the names of people healed by Jesus.  Bartimaeus means 
son of Timaeus.  It is possible Mark emphasized this because Bartimaeus later became 
a member of the Jerusalem church.  It is also possible Mark emphasized his name 
because it means son of honor.   What had John and James sought in the previous 
paragraph (10:37)? 

Bartimaeus obviously had heard about Jesus.  Addressing Him as the Son of David 
indicated Bartimaeus believed Jesus to be the Messiah and crying out to Him for mercy 
indicated Bartimaeus believed Jesus had the power to heal.  Though physically blind, 
Bartimaeus’ had clear spiritual sight. 

That’s why they couldn’t shut him up; he wasn’t going to be denied. 

I don’t think it’s coincidence that Jesus asked Bartimaeus the exact same question He 
asked James and John (10:36); “What do you want me to do for you?”  This gave 
Bartimaeus the opportunity to articulate his faith.  With great compassion, Jesus 
restored his sight and then probably enjoyed getting to know him as they walked 
together to Jerusalem. 

In this encounter with Bartimaeus, Jesus embodied so much of what He had been trying 
to teach His disciples.  He received Bartimaeus, a beggar of no status, as a child – with 
warm affection (9:37).  Though being Lord and Master, Jesus served the blind beggar. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

I am so grateful to be part of a family of servants.  We are blessed to be lead by men 
who are servants.  I’ll never forget driving up to the home of a family we were helping 
move to see two of our elders, in their seventies, loading furniture on the truck!  

Serving others is absolutely one of the most beautiful and genuine expressions of the 
love of Christ.  This is how we love each other – by serving one another.  I am blessed 
when I hear how you all are involved in each others’ lives throughout the week helping 
each other. 

I trust we understand that this extends to our homes, neighborhoods, schools and 
employment.  What a sweet aroma we are for Jesus by our service to others.  What a 
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contrast we can be over against a dog eat dog philosophy.  May God give you wisdom 
and grace to serve others and reflect Jesus in your work place.    


