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HELPLESS DEPENDENCE 
Mark 10:13-31 

From R. Kent Hughes: 

Children occupied a precarious position in the Hellenistic society of the first 
century. Sometimes children were loved and sometimes exploited, depending 
upon how they were perceived as benefiting the family. 

For example, a papyrus letter written by a man named Hilarion (which ironically 
means “cheerful”) to his expectant wife, Alis, dated June 17, 1 b.c., instructs her: 
“if it was a male child let it [live]; if it was female, cast it out.”1 

This practice of infanticide was severely attacked by the Christian Church, which 
rightly boasted, for example in The Epistle of Diognetus, that it did not expose its 
children.2 The practice was not outlawed in Roman law until a.d. 375. Even then 
the law was not very effective.3 Roman law gave the father absolute power (patria 
potestas) over his family—which extended to life and death. As late as a.d. 60 a 
son was put to death by the simple order of his father.4 

Futher evidence of the nature of the world to which the gospel came is seen in the 
family abuses of the house of Herod and his public slaughter of babies at the 
Advent (Matthew 2:16–20). Children clearly were not presumed to be blessings in 
the non-Christian culture of Christ’s day. 

How refreshing then was the Biblical, Hebrew culture where all children were 
considered to be gifts from the Lord. …Hebrew culture elevated the family and 
children! 

Mark 10 shows a further elevation of children by our Lord. The great nineteenth-
century Princeton theologian B. B. Warfield said that “childhood owed as much to 
the gospel as womanhood,”5 and he was right. The text elevates children as 
people, and elevates their faith, and as a result elevates ours.6 

JESUS REBUKED HIS DISCIPLES FOR TURNING CHILDREN AWAY (10:13-16)  

Mark 10:13–16 (ESV)  
13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples 
rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 
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Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.  

Core beliefs are slow to change if at all. 

Though Jewish culture valued children much more than Graeco-Roman; still, children 
held no status and for this reason it seems the disciples did not deem them worthy of 
Jesus’ time.  They were not yet free to love unconditionally all those who come to Jesus 
(9:33-37). 

Jesus was really angry with the disciples for what they were doing.  Indignant is a 
combination of anger and grief.  Anger because the disciples did not reflect Jesus’ love 
and grief for the unkindness shown to the children and their parents. 

Children are both a gift from the Lord and living illustrations of what is necessary to be 
saved.  The kingdom of God belongs to children and such others who are like children.  
What trait possessed by children is absolutely necessary to be saved? 

Helpless dependence. 

This was yet another radical departure from Pharisaic Judaism that preached a merit 
based salvation. 

The demand that a man become as a little child calls for a fresh realization that he 
is utterly helpless in his relationship to the Kingdom. The Kingdom is that which 
God gives and that which a man receives…. …The Kingdom may be entered only 
by one who knows he is helpless and small, without claim or merit.7  

A little child doesn’t attempt to earn or merit what is offered.  They receive what is 
offered in helpless dependence upon the one who gives.  That is how we are saved; 
God offers us salvation and we receive it in helpless dependence.  Jesus told 
Nicodemus salvation is a gift accepted by faith and faith alone. 

John 3:16 (ESV)  
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 

Children are very much able to receive the gift of salvation at an early age.  That is why 
we start teaching God’s Word to our toddlers at the age of 3.  That is why we appreciate 
AWANA where our children begin to memorize God’s Word at a very young age. 

Let me take a moment to give a shout out to all the men and women who serve our 
children.  Thank you so much for your dedication and your love  for our kids.  Be 
encouraged that they are able to understand the truths you are teaching them and to 
trust Jesus. 

Moms and Dads I want to encourage you to continue to disciple your children at home.  
I hear from time to time the things you are doing and the conversations you are having 
with your children and I am impressed.  In addition to doing the homework Cathy 
provides, I encourage you to take advantage of the wonderful children’s library stocked 
not only with age appropriate books, but great DVDs as well. 
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Children are a living illustration to us of the essential attitude necessary for salvation - 
helpless dependence. 

Self-sufficiency, the opposite of helpless dependence, is the attitude often engendered 
by wealth.  This is why wealth is so often a barrier to salvation in the lives of the rich.  

A RICH MAN FORFEITED THE TRUE RICHES OF THE KINGDOM (10:17-22) 

Mark 10:17-22 (ESV)  
17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 
false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20 And he said to him, 
“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, 
and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, 
he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  

Jesus loved this man (v. 21) and invited him to become one of His disciples.  He was 
serious about his faith, but as Jesus diagnosed, he “lacked one thing”. 

What was the “one thing” he lacked?   

Consider Jesus’ prescription; by selling all he had, giving it to the poor and following 
Jesus, this man would no longer lack this “one thing”. 

By following Jesus’ prescription the man would be brought to a place of helpless 
dependence upon Jesus to receive the kingdom. 

WEALTH IS A BARRIER TO ENTERING GOD’S KINGDOM (10:23-27) 

Mark 10:23-27 (ESV)  

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But 
Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It 
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who 
can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not 
with God. For all things are possible with God.” 

Mark says the disciples were “exceedingly amazed” at these words— overwhelmed, 
“struck outside themselves.” Why? Because they believed in an ancient form of 
“prosperity theology” taught by the rabbis, who used Old Testament passages to equate 
God’s blessing with material prosperity, and taught that the rich could build up future 
merit and reward for themselves by giving to the poor. To the Jewish mind it was 
inconceivable that riches could be a barrier to the Kingdom. 

Jesus neither denounces wealth nor the wealthy, but here warns of the danger of 
wealth.  Wealth most often infects with attitudes of self-sufficiency and independence.  
But the kindgom of God is entered only by those who receive it as little children in 
helpless dependence.  Spiritually we are all beggars before God. Nothing we do merits 
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forgiveness of sin and inheritance of eternal life.  These are gifts to be humbly received 
in helpless dependence upon the finished work of Jesus Christ in His death, burial and 
resurrection.  

KINGDOM RICHES PROMISED BY JESUS (10:28-31)  
28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus 
said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 
and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But 
many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  

No one who chooses to follow Jesus will go without.  Jesus will see that His disciples 
have what they need.  The houses, brothers, sisters and so on refer to the Church and 
the family love we are to have for one another.  Our homes and possessions should be 
readily available to meet each other’s needs. 

In this life there will also be persecution for the follower of Jesus.  Just as the world 
hated Jesus so it will hate us who follow Him. 

But in the age to come we will receive eternal life.  The age to come is the Millennial 
Kingdom wherein faithfulness in this life will be rewarded with authority in the Kingdom 
and those who were first in this age will be last and those who were last in this age, but 
faithful to Jesus will be first in the Kingdom. 

FINAL THOUGHT 

Both these sections are about helpless dependence.  The new life of Christ comes only 
to those who know themselves to be beggars with nothing to offer God.  In helpless 
dependence we receive what God offers as a gift – the life, death and resurrection of 
His Son for our salvation. 

Wealth is morally neutral.  Wealth is a tool.  But like many tools, wealth has a 
dangerous side.  It infects its owners with a spirit of self-sufficiency.  For this reason it 
can be a barrier to receiving the Kingdom in helpless dependence upon God’s grace. 

May we ever be like children in our dependence upon Jesus.  


