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LEGION IS MY NAME 
Mark 5:1-20 

Having calmed the squall (4:39) Jesus and His disciples reached the east side of the 
Sea of Galilee and went ashore in the country of the Gerasenes inhabited primarily by 
Gentiles (non-Jews).  Soon after debarking they were accosted by a wild man described 
in verses 2-5. 

Once ashore, a demonized man approached Jesus (5:1-5) 

Mark 5:1–5 (ESV)  

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when 
Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man 
with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, 
not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he 
wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the 
strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was 
always crying out and cutting himself with stones.  

This man lived among the tombs as an outcast.  The tombs were probably caves cut 
into the hillsides to bury the dead.  This man, dead to his community, lived among the 
dead.  He was uncontrollable; no one could subdue (literally tame) him, not even with 
chains.  In agony of soul he shrieked night and day and self-mutilated with stones.  
Undoubtedly people were afraid of him. 

A more pathetic human being would be hard to find.  In fact, as we will find out, his is 
the most severe case of demon possession recorded in the Scriptures.  Demons, also 
referred to as unclean spirits, were originally created by God and served Him as 
righteous angels.  But they were deceived by Satan and joined his rebellion against 
God.  They are enemies of God and of mankind.  Through deception and intimidation 
demons seek to dishonor God and deface His image in His human creations. 

Jesus determined to come to this region which was primarily gentile and, it seems, a 
demonic stronghold (4:35).  There are indications that the squall may have been the 
result of demonic activity1.  That attempt having failed, is it possible that Satan 
mobilized the demoniac to prevent Jesus from bringing salvation to the ten cities of the 
Decapolis?  

The demon attempted to manipulate Jesus (5:6-10) 

Mark 5:6–10 (ESV)  
6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out 
with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out 
of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He 
replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to 
send them out of the country.  

                                            
1
 Jesus rebuked the wind and sea using the same terminology by which He exorcised demons. 
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It is difficult to know who did what, but it seems most likely to me that it was the man 
himself who ran to Jesus.  If so, that indicates that the demons did not possess absolute 
control. It is not John Mark’s purpose to explain the inner workings of demon 
possession.  Whatever the case, the demon possessed man came and fell down before 
Jesus.   

What is different about this encounter is that the demon did not immediately come out at 
the command of Jesus.  It may have been that as Jesus commanded him to come out, 
the demon began speaking over Jesus in an attempt to resist.  In saying “What have 
you to do with me…?” the demon acknowledged there was no common ground between 
it and Jesus.  Next, the demon acknowledged Jesus’ identity, “Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God”.  Then, in terror, the demon attempted to get Jesus to make an oath in God’s 
name that He would not torment the demon! In his desperate attempt to escape 
punishment, the unclean spirit had the gall to invoke God’s name! 

In answer to Jesus’ question, the demon identified his name as Legion because they 
were actually a very large number of demons indwelling this man.  This may account for 
the resistance they were able to mount against Jesus’ initial command. 

The Latin word “Legion,” was well know in Roman occupied Israel.  A Legion referred to 
a Roman army regiment of about 6,000 soldiers.  There weren’t necessarily 6,000, but 
the name clearly conveyed the presence of a large number of unclean spirits.  They 
tormented the demoniac as one combined force under the leadership of one demon, 
their spokesman. 

The Greek text indicates that the lead demon repeatedly begged Jesus not to send 
them out of the country.  There is some evidence that demons are territorial.  Legion 
was so desperate that he suggested an alternative. 

 “Legion” begged to enter the herd of pigs (5:11-13) 

Mark 5:11–13 (ESV)  
11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, 
saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 So he gave them permission. And the 
unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two 
thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.  

Jews considered pigs unclean, but this was Gentile territory and these pigs were most 
likely raised for the meat markets in the Decapolis, the “10 cities” of that region (5:20).  
Notice the clear line of authority; the unclean spirits were subject to Jesus’ command.  
Like the raging sea, Jesus defeated their opposition with a word. 

Jesus consented, Legion entered the pigs and the pigs stampeded down the steep bank 
and drowned in the lake.  I don’t think the unclean spirits drove the pigs into the sea; the 
pigs didn’t understand what was happening to them and they freaked.  The pigs died, 
but we don’t know what happened to the demons.  Presumably they remained in that 
region and entered others. 

The loss of 2000 pigs was a major economic hit for that community.  The herdsmen ran 
into town to tell everyone what happened.  
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The townspeople asked Jesus to leave (5:14-17) 

Mark 5:14–17 (ESV)  
14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see 
what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-
possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right 
mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it described to them what had 
happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And they began to beg 
Jesus to depart from their region.  

What did the people see?  They saw the local “mad man” sitting, clothed and in his right 
mind.  The transformation was so complete and so stunning the townspeople were 
afraid, probably in the sense of being awed. 

But they also saw the pig carcasses floating in the lake.  Afraid they might take further 
economic hits, the people urged Jesus to leave.  They were more concerned about their 
money than their souls. 

Jesus obliged.  There is no record that He ever returned to that area.  Tragic to see the 
priorities of the people and what they forfeited. 

Jesus sent the man home to make known what Jesus had done for him (5:18-20) 

Mark 5:18–20 (ESV)  
18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons 
begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go 
home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he 
has had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis 
how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.  

Many times Jesus instructed people He healed to be quiet and not tell others what He 
had done (1:44; 5:43; 7:36).  But in this case, because this man was a Gentile 
preaching in a Gentile area where Jesus was not welcome, Jesus encouraged the man 
to spread the report.  As John Mark concluded, those who heard his story marveled. 

THINGS TO PONDER 

What does this incident teach us about Jesus? 

Satan and his demon servants are no match for Jesus.  They are not able to stop Jesus 
and the coming of His Kingdom.  Even a small army of demons such as Legion are no 
match for the authority and power of Jesus, the Son of God.  Jesus has bound the 
strong man (Satan) and is plundering his house (freeing those enslaved to Satan) 
(3:27). 

Jesus set the demoniac free, transformed his life and restored him to his family.  That is 
what Jesus does for everyone who comes to Him.  Jesus has come to do us good.  No 
matter how enslaved we are to Satan or this world or the flesh, no matter how deep into 
sin we have gone, if we will come to Jesus and trust Him He will forgive, transform and 
restore. 

In the end it was human rejection not Satanic opposition that thwarted Jesus’ ministry in 
that region.  Though they were eyewitnesses of the supernatural transformation of the 



DON’T YOU CARE, JESUS?  MARK 4:35-41 

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH, RAMONA, CA PAGE 4 GCCRAMONA.COM/SERMONS 

demoniac their main concern remained their money.  Like their Jewish counterparts 
they were thorny soil in which the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and 
the desires for other things choke the Word (4:18-19).  They didn’t reject Jesus because 
of a lack of evidence; His power, authority, compassion and goodness were plain to 
see.  They rejected Jesus because they loved the world and the things of the flesh.  
Jesus is a gentleman; He doesn’t force Himself upon anyone.  So He left and the 
people were again left in darkness.  

This reveals something about faith.  It is an error to believe that if given enough 
evidence, people will be convinced and put their faith in Jesus (cf. Luke 16:19-31).  A 
person must, at a minimum, be willing to believe.  Our will plays a crucial in our faith. 

This comes with a sobering reality. 

When the Spirit of God is drawing us to Jesus and we resist thinking we’ll deal with 
Jesus later we are making an assumption that we will want to trust in Jesus in the 
future.  But each refusal moves us in the opposite direction; it becomes increasingly 
unlikely that we will want Jesus in the future.   The Bible calls this the hardening of the 
heart. 

Trust in the Lord Jesus today, don’t put it off.  Receive His forgiveness, love, 
compassion and goodness. 

 


