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SENT TO SERVE 
Mark 1 

Context, Context, Context! 

Context is a critical key to good Bible study and interpretation.  Here is important 
historical context for our study of the Gospel of Mark. 

RUNDOWN ON THE GOSPEL OF MARK 

 Mark was written for Gentiles, particularly Gentiles living in Rome. 

 When it was written is not certain; possibly mid-50’s or mid-60’s A.D. 

 It presents Jesus as the ultimate servant. 

 The Gospel of Mark is action oriented emphasizing what Jesus did more that what 
He said. 

 Eighteen of the thirty-five recorded miracles of Jesus are included in the Gospel of 
Mark.  

 Mark is the shortest of the Gospels. 

 A major focus is the last week of Jesus’ life to which six chapters are devoted 
compared to the eight chapters that cover the prior three years of Jesus’ ministry. 

 The key verse conveying Mark’s message is Mark 10:45. 
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,  

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

MEET THE AUTHOR 

 Writings of the early church fathers indicate John Mark is the author. 

 John Mark was a Jew, probably born in Jerusalem.  According to Acts 12:12-17, 
John’s mother, Mary, had servants and a large house that was a meeting place for 
believers. 

 John Mark was Barnabas’ cousin and went on the first missionary journey with his 
cousin and the Apostle Paul (Col. 4:10; Acts 12:25; 13:5). 

 John Mark deserted Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey and was 
rejected by Paul for the second (Acts 15:36-41).  John Mark and Paul were 
eventually reconciled (2 Timothy 4:11). 

 John Mark was close to the apostle Peter, who may have been the one who led 
Mark to Christ (1 Peter 5:13). Some consider the Gospel of Mark to be based on 
Peter’s recollections of Jesus’ life recorded by John Mark. 
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The Gospel of Mark starts with Jesus’ public ministry, not His birth.  Since John Mark 
was writing to gentiles, not Jews, there was less need to prove Jesus’ lineage as legal 
heir to the Davidic Throne. 

STUDY 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way for the Sacrificial Servant (1:1-8) 
Mark 1:1–8 (ESV)  
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,  

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3 the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ” 

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going 
out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  

In these first eight verses John Mark introduces Jesus Christ as the Son of God and 
shows that John the Baptist was the messenger foretold in the Old Testament who 
would come to prepare the people for the ministry of God’s servant.  His clothing in 
particular distinguished John the Baptist as a prophet in the order of Elijah (2 King 1:8).  
John’s message was twofold:  1) repent of their sins and 2) receive the One coming 
after him. 

John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.  It is not to be confused with Christian 
baptism.  Repentance means to turn away from something and to turn towards 
something in a new direction.  John called the nation to turn away from its disobedience 
and rebellion towards God and to turn towards the coming Messiah. 

John made it clear that his ministry was only preparatory; his baptism was with water, it 
symbolized being washed clean from sin.  But the One coming after him would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit, that is, would change people from the inside out. 

Though the One coming after John is “mightier” than John, He comes with little fanfare. 

The Presentation and Preparation of the Sacrificial Servant (1:9-11) 
Mark 1:9–11 (ESV)  
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 
being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  

The main point of these verses is that at the outset of His ministry, Jesus submitted to 
John’s baptism, not because He needed to repent of sin, but because He was 
identifying both with John’s message and with the people.  When He came up out of the 
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water He saw the heavens open and the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descend on 
Him for the purpose of empowering Jesus for ministry (Luke 4:18).  At that moment 
also, God the Father affirmed that Jesus was His Son.  Here, at the outset of Jesus’ 
ministry, we see all three members of the Trinity involved. 

Rather than a nice reception in a local synagogue, the Holy Spirit “drove” the Servant 
into the wilderness to face God’s enemy. 

The Testing of the Sacrificial Servant (1:12–13) 
Mark 1:12–13 (ESV)  
12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the 
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and 
the angels were ministering to him.  

This was the final step in Jesus’ preparation for ministry; to be tested by his greatest 
enemy, Satan.  Matthew and Luke give more detail of the confrontation, but that is not 
Mark’s purpose.  His purpose is to emphasize the ferocity of this experience and to give 
the sense that this was the beginning of what would be an ongoing battle between 
Jesus and Satan. 

Thus prepared,  Jesus began his public ministry. 

The Ministry of the Sacrificial Servant Begins (1:14–15) 
Mark 1:14–15 (ESV)  
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.”  

From Genesis 3:15 through Malachi, the Old Testament Scriptures promised a Messiah 
who would defeat Satan, deliver Israel from her enemies and reign and rule over the 
nations of the earth from Jerusalem.  Jesus was proclaiming that He was the fulfillment 
of those Messianic promises.  The kingdom was at hand because Jesus was present.  
But it required that the nation of Israel repent and believe that He, Jesus, was truly the 
Promised One.  As a servant, He wasn’t going to force Himself on the people; they must 
believe. 

This was the heart of Jesus’ message.   

Jesus recruited a team to help Him preach the good news of the kingdom. 

The Calling of the Servant’s First Disciples (1:16–20) 
Mark 1:16–20 (ESV)  
16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And 
immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
servants and followed him.  
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What exposure these men had to Jesus prior Mark doesn’t tell us; that’s not his 
purpose.  His purpose is to show that Jesus extended an invitation to these four men to 
become “fishers of men” and they accepted.  “Fishers of men” was a metaphor used by 
the Old Testament prophets for the gathering of people for judgment (Jer. 16:14-16; 
Amos 4:2).  Jesus called Simon, Andrew, James and John to join Him in rescuing 
people from judgment by preaching the good news of the kingdom.  Though on the one 
hand it was an honor to be asked by this up and coming rabbi to join His team, yet it 
required a total commitment to break ties with their families and leave their livelihood. 

Their first ministry experience with Jesus was in their home town of Capernaum on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

The Sacrificial Servant Begins His Ministry of Service (1:21–28) 
Mark 1:21–28 (ESV)  
21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the 
synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught 
them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the 
Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 
And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 
27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What 
is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him.” 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding 
region of Galilee.  

A Jewish custom permitted a visiting teacher like Jesus to preach in a synagogue at the 
invitation of the synagogue leaders.  When Jesus taught the people were amazed 
because, unlike their teachers, Jesus did not quote other rabbis to back up His 
interpretation of the Scriptures.  He taught with authority.   

But immediately Jesus was opposed by Satan.  This gave Jesus an opportunity to 
demonstrate His authority over Satan.  There was more than one demon in the man and 
they clearly recognized the authority and identity of Jesus.  

The use of Jesus’ name by the demons and his title the Holy One of God is believed by 
some to be an attempt by the demons to gain control over Jesus. It was widely believed 
that by uttering one’s name, an individual could gain power or control over that person. 
The demons seemed to hope to do this with Jesus. 

But Jesus commanded the demons to be quiet and to come out of the man and they did 
exactly as Jesus ordered them!  The people were amazed and his fame spread 
throughout Galilee. 

Later that same day, the people of Capernaum would discover that Jesus also had 
authority over disease. 
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The Servant Continues His Ministry through Healing Miracles (1:29–45) 
Mark 1:29–45 (ESV)  
29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately 
they told him about her. 31 And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and 
the fever left her, and she began to serve them.  
32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by 
demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 And he healed 
many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would 
not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.  
35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out 
to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were with him 
searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 
38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for 
that is why I came out.” 39 And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their 
synagogues and casting out demons.  
40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can 
make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and 
said to him, “I will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made 
clean. 43 And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, 
“See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for 
your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 45 But he went out and 
began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer 
openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him 
from every quarter.  

It is so clear that our Lord cares about people.  He could have spoken Simon’s mother-
in-law and the leper well but in both cases He reached out and touched them.  Mark’s 
point is that Jesus’ ministry spread rapidly throughout the area of Galilee and many 
were healed and set free and all were hearing the good news of the gospel. 

CONCLUSION 
Isaiah’s prophecy and the coming of John the Baptist clearly show us that there is a 
divine plan.  Seven centuries prior, God lead Isaiah to write down that God would send 
a messenger to prepare the way for the Lord (Messiah).  We are not reading meaning 
back into these events, but we are seeing the outworking of God’s plan in history. 

John the Baptist is recognized as a bonafide prophet of God even by the enemies of 
Jesus.  This true prophet of God declared that Jesus is the Son of God (John 1:29-34). 

Jesus’ confrontation with and continual opposition from Satan and his demon hordes 
stresses that this world is in the middle of a very real spiritual battle.  Thankfully, if you 
are aligned with Jesus, you are aligned with the One Who has defeated Satan and has 
complete authority over demons. 

Jesus recruited a team through whom to bring the gospel to the people.  He continues 
to call each and every one of us to serve His mission; to share the way of salvation with 
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those who are not yet saved.  Interestingly, when Colin, Cathy’s missionary brother, is 
evangelizing, he offers to meet with individuals and read together the Gospel of Mark. 

As we will be reminded throughout this Gospel, Jesus, the Son of God, the coming King 
came to serve us.  As we saw in Hebrews and will see in Mark His service included 
great suffering.  If our Lord served others should we not serve one another?  If our Lord 
endured suffering should we not endure suffering? 

 


