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BROTHERLY LOVE 
Hebrews 13:1-6 

This story is apparently true, told by a Roman Catholic Priest.1 He was coming out of 
the church in the dark of night when he was accosted by a robber. The robber shoved a 
pistol into the priest’s ribs and demanded that he produce his wallet. The priest was in 
no position to resist, so he reached inside his coat for his wallet. As he did so, the 
priest’s collar became visible, and the robber was completely taken aback as he 
realized he was robbing a priest. 
“Are you a priest?” the robber questioned? “Yes I am,” the priest replied. “Well, I don’t 
rob priests,” the man said. “Thanks a lot,” the priest responded gratefully. As he was 
drawing his hand from his inside coat pocket, it brushed against some cigars that were 
there, along with his wallet. “Have a cigar?” the priest offered. “Oh, no, I couldn’t do 
that,” said the thief, “…I’ve given them up for Lent.” 
We laugh at this story because it illustrates the tremendous gap that often exists 
between our faith and our practice.  In Hebrews 11 the Preacher emphasized that faith 
pleases God and those who live by faith are accepted by God.  In chapter 12 he exhorts 
us to run the race of faith with endurance keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the founder 
and perfecter of our faith.  Now, in chapter 13, the Preacher spells out what the race of 
faith looks like.  These are the things in which we are to endure.   
Hebrews 13:1–6 (ESV)  
1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, 
as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the 
body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, 
for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5 Keep your life free from love of 
money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what 
can man do to me?”  
At the top of the list is brotherly love. 
Hebrews 13:1 (ESV)  
1 Let brotherly love continue.  
Notice, first of all, the orientation of this command; it is our relationship with one another 
in the church family.  We run the race of faith together as a family.  When we are born 
again we are born into the family of the church.  We were never meant to run our race 
alone, but to run it with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Our love for one another is to 
identify us as disciples of Jesus. 
John 13:34–35 (ESV)  
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

                                            
1 https://bible.org/seriespage/30-keeping-faith-hebrews-131-6#P22_4590 
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The command to love others was not new; You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
was affirmed by our Lord as the second greatest command (Matt. 22:34-40).  What is 
new about the Lord’s command is the manner in which we are to love one another.  We 
love not as we love ourselves, but as Christ has loved us. 
The Apostle Paul encouraged the saints at Colosse to love one another: 
Colossians 3:12–14 (ESV)  
12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has 
a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.  
In saying, “Let brotherly love continue.” the Preacher affirms they have been practicing 
brotherly love (cf. 10:32-34).   
I am grateful so many of you practice brotherly love.  I see it in the many ways you care 
for and serve one another in the church family 24/7/365.   
For others, I’m concerned you are not practicing brotherly love.  You are missing out.  
One of the most important blessings of your salvation is being saved into this family of 
the church. The Church is not the building, its not the budget, its not the organization; 
the Church is the family.  Each one of us are part of this family.  What is holding you 
back from building relationships and getting involved with your brothers and sisters here 
at Grace?  Is there something we Elders can help you work through? 
In verses 2-6 the Preacher teaches what brotherly love looks like.  First, brotherly love 
exercises hospitality. 
Hebrews 13:2 (ESV)  
2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares. 
Hospitality was an important ministry in the early church because 1) persecution drove 
many believers away from their homes and 2) there were traveling teachers who 
needed places to stay (3 John 5–8). Many poor saints could not afford to stay in an inn; 
and since the churches met in homes (Rom. 16:5), it was natural for a visitor to stay 
with his host. 
It would require faith and commitment to exercise hospitality in a time of persecution.  
Harboring a persecuted Christian or itinerant Christian worker put the hosts at risk.  This 
may be the reason hospitality might be neglected by the original readers. 
Though there was a potential risk there was also a potential blessing to showing 
hospitality; entertaining angels unawares. Abraham showed hospitality to three 
strangers who turned out to be angels – the Angel of the Lord (the 2nd person of the 
Trinity pre-incarnate) and two righteous angels (Gen. 18).  So, too, Lot showed 
hospitality to the two strangers who came to Sodom who were in fact the two righteous 
angels that saved Lot’s life and that of his daughters (Gen. 19). 
The term hospitality literally means love of the stranger.  Years ago we had the 
reputation of being an unfriendly church; we were not welcoming to strangers.  But over 
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the years, that has changed; let’s continue to love the stranger and welcome all who 
come to fellowship with us. 
Though risky like hospitality, the Preacher admonishes his readers to continue to show 
brotherly love to those imprisoned and mistreated for the faith. 
Hebrews 13:3 (ESV)  
3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are 
mistreated, since you also are in the body. 
To visit and feed those in prison and to go to the homes and nurse those beaten for the 
faith would put them at risk of the same.  But brotherly love demands we care for one 
another in the church as family – and we don’t abandon family; especially those in 
prison. 
It has been so good for us to be involved with Voice of the Martyrs through which we 
have become aware of brothers and sisters around the world suffering for the faith.  
Thank you to all who contribute to the Action Packs.  Thank you to those who support 
VOM financially.  Thank you to those who pray faithfully for our persecuted brothers and 
sisters.  May brotherly love continue towards our persecuted family. 
They are to love one another by honoring marriage. 
Hebrews 13:4 (ESV)  
4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for 
God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.  
How is honoring marriage an expression of brotherly love within the church family? 
It’s probably easier to see it from the negative:  to have sexual intercourse with a 
Christian brother’s wife violates their marriage covenant, damages the family, violates 
trust in the church family, discredits Christ and the gospel, and damages the faith of  
brothers and sisters in the church family.  On the other hand, honoring each others’ 
marriages promotes trust within the church family and supports healthy marriages and 
families within the church body. 
We will honor marriage at Grace Church by holding firm to the truth that marriage was 
created/instituted by God.  According to God’s design, marriage is a lifelong covenant 
commitment between one man and one woman. 
We will honor marriage by holding firm to the truth that sexual intimacy and intercourse 
were created by God.  According to God’s design, sexual intimacy and intercourse are 
to be experienced only within the context of the covenant commitment of marriage.  
They are the blessing that follow the covenant commitment. 
Many of us have embraced the sexuality of the world.  Many Christians engage in pre-
marital sex (fornication) and live together without making a covenant commitment.  God 
calls us to conduct our sexuality according to His instructions not to deprive, but to 
satisfy our sexual needs in the most fulfilling manner possible.  This is the faith issue for 
Christians:  to trust that God’s ways are best and to abstain from sexual intimacy and 
intercourse until marriage. 
My unwed brothers and sisters – will you trust Him?  May God’s Word and Spirit 
convince you of these truths and strengthen your will to obey. 
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A major rival to brotherly love is the love of money. 
Hebrews 13:5–6 (ESV)  
5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has 
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, “The Lord is 
my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”  
Rather than seeking security in money we need to seek our security in the Lord.  If we 
don’t, love of money will choke out love for our brothers and sisters in the church family.  
Love of money spawns all kinds of evil that hurts the church family.  Greed, 
covetousness, stingyness, shady dealing are just a few.  When we love money we strive 
for money.  Time and energy are focused on making money and not on ministry.  We’re 
too tired to be involved with our Christian brothers and sisters.  The love of money really 
is a rival  to brotherly love. 
I highly encourage you to take the Crown Financial Course the next time it is offered.  
Crown will help you get rid of debt, create a financial plan, develop new attitudes related 
to money, save for the future and support the work of the ministry. It will help you put 
money in its rightful place so that you are free to love your brothers and sisters in the 
church family. 
The bottom line is that our security is in the Lord, not our bank account.  The Lord has 
promised never to leave us or forsake us.  He is with us. 
It is significant this passage starts with the church family.  We run the race of faith as a 
family. 
The Church was born in a culture more wicked than ours, yet it thrived.  It did so in large 
part because of the brotherly love Christians had for one another in their local churches.  
It was a quality of love that was not found in pagan temples or philosophical societies or 
trade guilds.  The truth of Jesus Christ and the brotherly love of His followers caused 
the Gospel to spread throughout the Roman Empire. 
May we recover that kind of brotherly love in our church family and by it strengthen one 
another in our race of faith and attract our community to Jesus Christ.   
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