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THE SEAL JUDGMENTS 
Revelation 6:1-17, 8:1-2 

OVERVIEW 

We are in the third division of the book of Revelation - those (things) that are to take place after this 
(1:19).  Chapters 6-18 reveal the events of the seven year Tribulation.  The Tribulation will begin with the 
signing of the seven year covenant between Antichrist and Israel (Dan. 9:27). 

Revelation chapters 6-18 reveal that during the Tribulation there will be three series of Judgments:  the 
Seven Seal Judgments (6:1-8:1), the Seven Trumpet Judgments (8:2-11:19) and the Seven Bowl 
Judgments (15:1-18:24). 

With the signing of the covenant, the Seven Seal Judgments will commence.  

The breaking of the first four seals brings forth the Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse.  These judgments are closely related in the sense of cause and 
effect.  Antichrist sets out to conquer the world, war breaks out, famine ensues 
leading to death on a massive scale from starvation, disease and wild animals. 

These judgments will take place at the beginning of the Tribulation. 

 

THE FIRST SEAL JUDGMENT: ANTICHRIST WILL SET OUT TO CONQUER THE WORLD (6:1-2) 

Revelation 6:1–2 (ESV)  
1 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living 
creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 

2
 And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider 

had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.  

The man riding the white horse is the Antichrist.  As studied previously, the Bible reveals that 

1)  Antichrist will come into the world by means of a supernatural conception 

2)  Antichrist will be part of a counterfeit trinity 

3)  Antichrist will be a gentile of Roman nationality 

4)  Antichrist will rise to power before the Tribulation 

The first seal judgment reveals that Antichrist will set out to conquer the world.  It will take three and a half 
years, but by the middle of the Tribulation, Antichrist will gain total, worldwide control. 

THE SECOND SEAL JUDGMENT:  WAR (6:3-4) 

Revelation 6:3–4 (ESV)  
3
 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 

4
 And out came 

another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people should slay 
one another, and he was given a great sword.  

Just prior to the beginning of the Tribulation there will be a period of peace and false security (1 Thess. 
5:3).  This will be shattered by war as Antichrist comes conquering and to conquer. 

THE THIRD SEAL JUDGMENT:  FAMINE (6:5-6) 

Revelation 6:5–6 (ESV)  
5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a 
black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 

6
 And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the 

midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a 
denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!”  
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Famine is often a consequence of war.  A denarius was a Roman coin - a normal day’s wage.  In New 
Testament times a denarius could purchase eight quarts of wheat, or 24 quarts of barley.  Wheat was the 
better grain and barley was normally used for livestock except in times of food shortage.  During the 
Tribulation, a full day’s wage wil buy only one quart, one meal, of wheat or three meals of barley.  
Families, particularly large ones, will struggle to survive on such a meager diet. 

Do not harm the oil and wine can be understood in one of two ways.  If oil and wine are understood to be 
luxury items, then this indicates there will be plenty of luxury items in the midst of famine.  As in previous 
wars, the super rich may retain their luxury items or have the means of purchasing luxury items while the 
masses struggle to survive. 

Another possibility is that the oil and wine refer to medicine.  The Good Samaritan used oil and wine in 
dressing the wounds of his injured neighbor (Luke 10:25-37).  This may indicate that in the midst of the 
famine there will be an abundance of medicine; a divine act of mercy. 

THE FOURTH SEAL JUDGMENT:  MASS DEATH (6:7-8) 

Revelation 6:7–8 (ESV)  
7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8 And I 
looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they 
were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and 
by wild beasts of the earth. 

Hades refers to the place to which the souls of the unrighteous dead go until the time of the Great White 
Throne Judgment. 

The United States Census Bureau estimates that the world population exceeded 7 billion on March 12, 
2012.  It is estimated that the world population today is 7.148 billion.

1  If this judgment were executed 
today, 1.787 billion men, women and children would die from war, famine, disease and wild animals.  The 
scale of  death will dwarf anything experienced to this point in human history as Jesus prophesied in 
Matthew 24. 

Among the dead will be Christian martyrs; the fifth seal reveals persecution and martyrdom will break out 
against post-rapture believers. 

THE FIFTH SEAL JUDGMENT:  MARTYRDOM OF BELIEVERS (6:9-11) 

Revelation 6:9–11 (ESV)  
9
 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word 

of God and for the witness they had borne. 
10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy 

and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then 
they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants 
and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.  

The Apostle John was persecuted and exiled on the Island of Patmos “…on account of the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus.” (1:9).  The fifth seal reveals that early in the Tribulation persecution and 
martyrdom will break out against followers of Jesus. 

All believers of the Church Age will be removed from the earth by the Rapture event (1 Thess. 4:13-18).  
For a time there will be no Christians, no followers of Jesus Christ on the earth.  It may only be a moment 
or minutes; evangelized witnesses of the Rapture may come to faith fairly rapidly.  The point is this; 
people all over the world will come to faith after the Rapture and throughout the Tribulation.  In fact, as we 
will see in a moment, a very large number of people will be saved during the Tribulation. 

The fifth seal indicates persecution and martyrdom will break out against believers early in the Tribulation 
and continue …until the number of their fellow servants (who were to be killed)… should be complete.  
God knows that number and has His perfect reasons for allowing His people to be martyred.  The cry of 

                                            
1
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_population 



REVELATION 6:1-17, 8:1-2  THE SEAL JUDGMENTS 

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH  3 

the martyrs in verse 10 is not for revenge and retaliation, but for justice.  They are claiming the promise of 
Romans 12:19, 

Romans 12:19 (ESV)  
19

 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

The white robes symbolize they have been justified by God and are clothed in the righteousness of 
Christ.  They are to rest a little longer, that is, until the conclusion of the Tribulation.  At His second 
coming, Jesus will judge and avenge His people. 

The first five seals, though under the sovereign control of God, were brought about by the activities of 
man.  But such is not the case with the sixth.  With the Sixth Seal Judgment, all mankind will know that 
they are experiencing God’s wrath poured out.  

THE SIXTH SEAL JUDGMENT:  THE SHAKING OF THE EARTH (6:12-17) 

Revelation 6:12–17 (ESV)  
12

 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun 
became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 

13
 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as 

the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 
14

 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being 
rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth and 
the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 

16 calling to the mountains and rocks, 
“Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 
17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”  

As one writer put it, when the sixth seal judgment is open, God will shake the universe like a rag doll.  
There will be a massive earthquake very likely accompanied by or caused by volcanic eruptions.  These 
eruptions will spew ash into the atmosphere obscuring the sun and casting the moon in a red hue.  
Reminiscent of the Great Flood, the earthquake will result in tectonic plate movement such that …every 
mountain and island was removed from its place. 

Mankind will suffer not only from below, but from above.  Verse 13 speaks of stars falling to the earth.  
Stars is used of any heavenly body seen at night and in this case most likely refers to asteroids or 
meteorites pummeling the earth. 

What is the phrase The sky vanished like a scroll in verse 14 describing?  The term vanished means “to 
separate from” and is likened to a scroll when it is opened separating the rolls from one another revealing 
the contents on the inside.  We would describe this phenomenon as being like a theater curtain opening 
or window curtains being drawn back. 

The sky will be black with soot and ash and God will cause the sky to separate and open a window into 
heaven and what will the inhabitants of the earth see? 

According to verse 16, from what will they try to hide?  The face of him who is seated on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb.  If they are seeing God on the throne and the Lamb then what are they 
seeing?  The throne room of Revelation chapters 4 & 5!  It seems this window stays open for a full 
revolution of the earth because verse 15 declares that the kings of the earth, and everyone… seek to 
hide.  At this point, all peoples of the earth, great and small, will know God and Jesus Christ exist and that 
the earthquake and shifting of the continents and the asteroid shower really are “acts of God”! 

With the opening of the seventh seal, there is silence in heaven, like the quiet in the eye of the hurricane.  
To read about the seventh seal judgment skip chapter seven and read Revelation 8:1. 

THE SEVENTH SEAL JUDGMENT:  SILENCE IN HEAVEN AND THE TRUMPET JUDGMENTS (8:1-2) 

Revelation 8:1–2 (ESV)  
1 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2 Then I 
saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  
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REFLECTION 

It is clear that these judgments are under the sovereign control of God.  The four horsemen of the 
apocalypse are called forth.  A crown was given to the Antichrist.  The rider of the red horse was 
permitted to take peace from the earth.  Death and Hades were given authority.  The martyrs were told to 
rest a little longer until the number of martyrs was complete. 

That God is sovereignly in control is an encouraging thought.  Satan, the Antichrist and evil men are not 
free to “kill, steal and destroy” with impunity.  In fact, their activities, though freely chosen, are under 
God’s sovereign control and will accomplish God’s sovereign purposes.  And when they have fulfilled 
God’s purposes, they will be defeated and removed. 

This takes a measure of faith on our parts as will those who go through the Tribulation.  It takes a 
measure of faith in that we must trust in the goodness, the wisdom and the greater purposes of God Who 
allows His people to suffer trials, persecutions and martyrdom. 

If we believe the lie that “God wants me to be happy” we will struggle mightily with doubt and bitterness 
and disobedience when we meet trials of various kinds (James 1:2).  

If we believe the lie that “God wants me to be happy” we will struggle mightily with doubt and bitterness 
and disobedience when the world hates us and persecutes us as it hated and presecuted Jesus (John 
15:18-20). 

We need to trust that what God wants for us is far greater than our happiness in this life. 

When, in His sovereignty, He allows us to meet trials of various kinds we want to trust Him that He is 
working through the trial to make us perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  This is another way of 
describing becoming like Christ (Romans 8:29).  I hope you agree that becoming like Jesus is far better 
than momentary happiness in this life. 

When, in His sovereignty, He allows us to be hated and persecuted by the world, whether that be 
members of our own family or people in our community, we want to trust Him that He is accomplishing His 
purposes through our suffering just as He accomplished His purposes through the sufferings of Jesus. 

God loves us. 

We can trust that the reasons for which He allows us to suffer and the purposes for which He allows us to 
suffer are good and right and loving. 

We can trust Him. 

  


