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THE FIRST SEAL PART 2 
Revelation 6:1-2 

OVERVIEW 

We are in the third division of the book of Revelation, what Jesus referred to as those (things) that are to 
take place after this (1:19).  These events follow the Rapture of the Church.  Chapters 6-19 reveal the 
events of the seven year Tribulation. 

Having taken the seven sealed scroll from the Father’s hand, Jesus our kinsman redeemer will break the 
seals thus commencing the first of three series of judgments that will take place during the Tribulation.  
The first series of judgments are aptly called the Seal Judgments.  These judgments begin as a result of 
the signing of the Seven Year Covenant between the Antichrist and the nation of Israel (Dan. 9:27).   

The breaking of the first seal brings forth a man wearing a crown, riding a white horse and going forth 
conquering, and to conquer.  Please read with me Revelation 6:1-2. 

THE FIRST SEAL JUDGMENT: THE RIDER OF THE WHITE HORSE (6:1-2) 

Revelation 6:1–2 (ESV)  
1
 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living 

creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 
2
 And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider 

had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.  

The man riding the white horse is the Antichrist.  Because the Antichrist plays a central role in the 
Tribulation we are taking time here to learn what the Scriptures reveal about this man. 

1. The Antichrist is the Offspring of Satan and will have a supernatural conception mimicking the 
supernatural conception of the true Christ (Genesis 3:15; 1 Thess. 2:9). 

2. The Antichrist will be part of a counterfeit trinity that will arise during the Tribulation. Satan will play 
the role of the counterfeit father, the Antichrist the role of the counterfeit son and the false prophet the 
role of the counterfeit holy spirit (Rev. 13). 

The Bible reveals the nationality of the Antichirst.  Turn with me to Daniel 9:26-27. 

The Antichrist Will Be of Roman Origin (Daniel 9:26-27) 

The context of Daniel chapter nine was Daniel’s discovery that Israel’s exile from the Promised Land to 
be 70 years.   

Daniel 9:1–2 (ESV)  
1
 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made king over the realm 

of the Chaldeans— 
2
 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years 

that, according to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the 
desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.  

Daniel and his countrymen of the southern kingdom of Judah had been in exile since the Babylonian 
Empire conquered Judah in 586 B.C.  Through the prophet Jeremiah, (Daniel’s contemporary), God 
revealed the Exile would be 70 years after which a royal decree would go forth allowing the Jews to return 
to their homeland, Israel (Jeremiah 25:11-12, 29:10-14).  Daniel concluded that upon the completion of 
the 70 years the Messianic Kingdom would be inaugurated (the end of the desolations of Jerusalem). 

In response to Daniel’s prayer (9:3-19) God dispatched the angel Gabriel to explain to Daniel that the 
Messianic Kingdom would not be inaugurated after the 70 year exile, but after 70 7’s of years (9:24-27). 

Daniel 9:24–27 (ESV)  
24 “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put an 
end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, 
and to anoint a most holy place. 

25
 Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to 

restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then 
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for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in a troubled time. 26 And after the 
sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing. And the people of the prince 
who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end 
there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one 
week, and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 
abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”  

Verse 27 makes reference to a man who will make a seven year covenant with many which refers to 
Israel.  Who is this man?  The nearest antecedent is found in verse 26, he is the prince who is to come.  
This is the Antichrist.  Verse 26 states that the Antichrist is of the same nationality as the people (who)… 
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  The Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 A.D.  
Therefore the nationality of the Antichrist will be Roman. 

We now know these three things about the Antichrist:  

1) Antichrist will come into the world by means of a supernatural conception,  

2) Antichrist will be part of the counterfeit trinity 

3) Antichrist will be a gentile of Roman nationality. 

Finally, we should understand that the Antichrist will rise to power before the Tribulation begins. 

The Antichrist Will Rise to Power Before the Tribulation (Dan. 7:7-8, 19-26; 2 Thess. 2:1-4) 

 

The Antichrist will rise to power before the Tribulation begins.  He may even rise to 
power before the Rapture occurs; the Rapture could occur prior to the rise of the 
Antichrist or following the rise of the Antichrist.  The next slide will make this clearer. 

 

 

The Bible reveals several events that will take place before the Tribulation begins.  
Jesus referred to these preparatory events as “birth pains” (Matt. 24:8).  The events 
listed in the lower right quadrant of the slide are events that will take place in sequential 
order.  Three of these “birth pains” have already occurred, six remain.  These nine 
events take place before the Tribulation setting up the geopolitical conditions by which 
Antichrist will rise to worldwide power. 

These are the events: 

 World Wars I & II (1914 & 1939) – (Matt. 24:7) 

 Reestablishment of the State of Israel (1948) – (Dan. 9:27) 

 Jerusalem United Under Jewish Control (1967) – (Dan. 9:27) 

 The Russian & Allied Invasion of Israel – (Ezekiel 38-39) 

 The One World Government – (Dan. 7:23) 

 The Ten Kingdoms – (Dan. 7:7, 20, 24a; Rev. 17:12-13) 

 The Rise of Antichrist – (Dan. 7:24b; 2 Thess. 2:1-3) 

 Period of Peace & False Security – (1 Thess. 5:1-3) 

 Signing of the Seven Year Covenant between Antichrist and Israel – (Dan. 9:27) 

Perhaps it is assumed, but I want to emphasize that the Antichrist rises to power on the world scene prior 
to the beginning of the Tribulation which begins with the signing of the seven year covenant between 
Antichrist and Israel. 

This is revealed in both the Old and New Testaments.  First, turn with me to Daniel 7:23-24. 

http://www.arielm.org/outlines/o-rev-charts.pdf
http://www.arielm.org/outlines/o-rev-charts.pdf
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Daniel 7:23–24 (ESV)  
23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be different 
from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break it to pieces. 24 
As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he shall 
be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings. 

These verses reveal that the one world government will be divided into ten kingdoms ruled by ten kings 
with another king arising that will conquer three of the ten kings.  The eleventh king is the Antichrist.  He 
will rise to such power as to conquer three of the kings and subjugate the remaining seven (Rev. 17:12-
13). 

The New Testament also reveals the Antichrist will rise to power prior to the Tribulation.  Turn with me to 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-4. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1–4 (ESV)  
1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask 
you, brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter 
seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 

3
 Let no one deceive you in any 

way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction, 

4
 who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, 

so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.  

The day of the Lord refers to the seven year Tribulation.  Paul clarifies that two events will occur prior to 
the Tribulation:  1) the rebellion

1
 and 2) the revealing of the man of lawlessness, another title for the 

Antichrist.  The Antichrist will rise to power before the beginning of the Tribulation.  It must be so because 
it is the signing of the seven year covenant between Antichrist and Israel that begins the Tribulation. 

The first seal judgment reveals a man on a white horse going forth conquering and to conquer.  This is 
the Antichrist who plays a central role in the seven year Tribulation.  As we have discovered, Revelation 
6:1-2 is not the first reference to Antichrist.  In fact, he is revealed in the opening pages of the Bible in 
Genesis 3:15. 

Here are four important points we have learned about this man: 

1)  Antichrist will come into the world by means of a supernatural conception 

2)  Antichrist will be part of the counterfeit trinity 

3)  Antichrist will be a gentile of Roman nationality 

4)  Antichrist will rise to power before the Tribulation 

REFLECTION 

1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 (ESV)  
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 
2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While 
people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

4
 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for 

that day to surprise you like a thief. 
5
 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the 

night or of the darkness. 
6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7 

For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation. 

9
 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

10
 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 

11
 Therefore encourage 

one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  

                                            
1
 Rebellion may actually refer to the Rapture.  The Greek word translated rebellion is apostasia which means “departure”.  The thing 

from which something or someone departs is not contained in the word apostasia; it must be determined from the context in which 
the word is used.  In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul explained the Rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18).  Therefore, “the departure” 
in 2 Thessalonians very likely refers to the Rapture indicating that the Rapture will occur before the Tribulation (“the day of the 
Lord”).  


