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THE FIRST SEAL 
Revelation 6:1-2 

OVERVIEW 

The elderly Apostle John was given this revelation of Jesus Christ and the end times in 96 A.D. while a 
political prisoner of Rome exiled on the island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea. 

Revelation 1:19 is the outline of the book. 

Revelation 1:19 (ESV)  
19

 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 

The things you have seen was the vision of Jesus John saw and recorded in Revelation 1:9-20. 

Those (things) that are refers to the letters written to the seven churches (1:11).  Chapters 2 & 3 contain 
these letters.  Those (things) that are pertains to the Church Age which began Pentecost 33 A.D. and will 
end with the Rapture of the Church (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

Those (things) that are to take place after this refers to the events that will take place following the 
Rapture of the Church.  These future events are revealed in chapters 4-22. 

The vision of chapters 4-5 reveals that following the Rapture of the Church, somewhere in the heavens, 
thrones will be set up (Dan. 7:9-10).  Jesus our kinsman-redeemer will take the seven-sealed scroll and 
break the seals.  With the breaking of the seals the judgments of the Tribulation begin. 

THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE 

 

Has anyone heard of “The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse”? 

This imagery comes from Revelation 6:1-8 and the opening of the first four of the 
seven seals. 

 

 

Revelation 6:1–8 (ESV)  
1
 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living 

creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 
2
 And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider 

had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer. 
3 When he 

opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 And out came another horse, 
bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, 
and he was given a great sword. 5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
“Come!” And I looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I 
heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a 
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!” 

7
 When he opened 

the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 
8 And I looked, and behold, a 

pale horse! And its rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority over 
a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.  

Our study this morning focuses on the first seal and the rider of the white horse. 

THE FIRST SEAL JUDGMENT AND THE RIDER OF THE WHITE HORSE (6:1-2) 

Revelation 6:1–2 (ESV)  
1
 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living 

creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider 
had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.  
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The Rider of the White Horse is the Antichrist 

The breaking of the first seal brings forth a man wearing a crown and going forth conquering, and to 
conquer.  This man riding the white horse is the Antichrist.  The Antichrist will play a central role in the 
Tribulation and therefore merits deeper study. 

This is not the first time the Bible speaks of the Antichrist.  In fact, the Antichrist is referenced numerous 
times by 11 different titles. 

Do you know where it is that the Bible first speaks of the Antichrist? 

Turn with me to Genesis 3:15. 

The Antichrist is the Seed of Satan (Gen. 3:15) 

The first reference to the Antichrist is found in Genesis 3:15.  The context is the aftermath of the Fall.  In 
verses 14 and 15 God is punishing both the serpent and Satan.  Notice verse 15 closely where God is 
addressing Satan. 

Genesis 3:15 (ESV)  
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

Verse 15 contains not only the first prophecy of Jesus Christ, it also contains the first prophecy of the 
Antichrist.  Notice that this verse speaks of two pairs of enmity.   

First, there is going to be enmity between Satan and the woman. The enmity of Satan toward woman was 
seen in his attempt to pervert womankind by sending demons to intermarry with human women prior to 
the Flood (Gen. 6:1-8; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6-7).  This attack was stopped by means of the worldwide Flood.  

Second, verse 15 states that there is going to be enmity between the woman’s offspring and Satan’s 
offspring.  As we know from the progress of revelation and history, the woman’s offspring is Jesus Christ.  
As deity, Jesus exists eternally; but as Man, He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary. Jesus is truly both God and Man. The very mention of the offspring of the woman goes contrary to 
the way in which a person’s nationality is reckoned throughout the Bible; it is always reckoned through the 
male line.  This is why in all the genealogies of Scripture, only the male names are given with some very 
rare exceptions.  What is implied in Genesis 3:15, the virgin conception, was made explicit in the 
prophecy of Isaiah 7:14:  the Messiah will be born of a virgin. Since the Messiah will not have a human 
father, His national origin will have to be reckoned after the woman, since His humanity comes only from 
her. So the very expression her offspring implied a miraculous conception.  

Since the offspring of the woman refers to a specific person (Christ) the same must be true of Satan’s 
offspring; it must refer to a specific person (Antichrist).  And just as the reference her offspring implied a 
supernatural conception so also the phrase your offspring implies that the Antichrist will be conceived 
supernaturally. 

This verse reveals that at some point in human history, Satan will impregnate a woman who will give birth 
to Satan’s seed who is going to be the Antichrist.  The woman herself may not be a virgin, but the 
conception of Antichrist will be through the supernatural power of Satan. By this means, the Antichrist will 
have a supernatural origin. 

Perhaps this is a new idea and you’re not sure if you buy it.  Here are two additional points to consider. 

First, consider 2 Thessalonians 2:9. 

The context of 2 Thessalonians 2:9 is the correction of a false teaching that was upsetting the 
Thessalonian believers to the affect that the day of the Lord, the Tribulation, had come.  Paul corrected 
this false teaching by pointing out that the Tribulation will not occur until two things take place (2:3):  the 
apostasy of the church and the revealing of the man of lawlessness (another title for the Antichrist). 

In 2 Thessalonians 2:9 Paul reveals the circumstances surrounding the coming of the Antichrist. 

2 Thessalonians 2:9 (ESV)  
9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 
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The Greek word translated activity is the word energeo, which means “to energize.” The Antichrist’s 
coming will be brought about by the energizing of Satan. In other words, the Antichrist will come into 
being supernaturally as a result of Satan impregnating a human woman. 

Here is the second point to ponder in support of this interpretation:  the Antichrist will be part of a 
counterfeit trinity. 

The Antichrist Will Be Part of the Counterfeit Trinity (Rev. 13) 

According to Revelation 13, an unholy trinity will be set up in the Great Tribulation.  

Satan will play the role of the counterfeit father.  

Antichrist will play the role of the counterfeit son. 

The False Prophet will play the role of the counterfeit holy spirit.  

Consider the parallels between the Holy Trinity and the counterfeit trinity of the Tribulation as we read 
Revelation 13:1-4.  The beast rising out of the sea is the Antichrist.  The dragon is Satan. 

Revelation 13:1–4 (ESV)  
1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns 
and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a 
bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and 
great authority. 

3
 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and 

the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 
4
 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given 

his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight 
against it?”  

Just as God the Father gave His power and authority to Jesus the Son (Matt. 28:18; Rev. 2:27) so also 
Satan, the counterfeit father, will give his power and authority to Antichrist, the counterfeit son. 

In verse 3 there will be a counterfeit resurrection.  Antichrist will suffer what will appear to be a mortal 
wound from which he will be healed.  In other words, to the world, it will look like the Antichrist has come 
back from the dead.  It will be a counterfeit resurrection and will deceive the inhabitants of the earth to 
worship the counterfeit father and son, Satan and the Antichrist. 

The third member of this unholy counterfeit trinity is revealed in Revelation 13:11-15.  The beast rising out 
of the earth is elsewhere referred to as the false prophet (Rev. 16:13, 19:20, 20:10).  This beast is the 
counterfeit holy spirit.  The ministry of the true Holy Spirit is to lead people to worship the Lord Jesus.  
Notice the counterfeit “ministry” of this second beast. 

Revelation 13:11–15 (ESV)  
11

 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 
12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants 
worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs, even making fire 
come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the 
presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast 
that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 

15
 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the 

beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the 
image of the beast to be slain.  

The “ministry” of the second beast (the False Prophet) will be to lead people to worship the Antichrist.  He 
will perform signs and wonders to deceive and will supernaturally animate the Antichrist’s image which 
will be set up in the temple (Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:15).   

In every detail the Antichrist will play the part of a counterfeit son.  Once we understand the counterfeiting 
nature of the Antichrist the idea that he will be conceived supernaturally makes sense.  His supernatural 
conception by Satan is designed to imitate the supernatural conception of Jesus Christ, the True Son of 
God.  By this deception, many will be deceived to worship the Antichrist. 

In our next study we will discover the nationality of the Antichrist and the events leading up to the 
Antichrist being revealed. 
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REFLECTION 

What does a counterfeit need in order to be successful?  People who are not interested in the truth.   

That is why the Antichrist is going to be so successful in deceiving people to worship him.  2 
Thessalonians 2:9-10 tells us: 

2 Thessalonians 2:9–10 (ESV)  
9
 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 

10
 

and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so 
be saved. 

Why will so many be deceived during the Tribulation?  Because they refused to love the truth. 

What will be true in the Tribulation is true today. 

Because people do not love the truth they are deceived by all manner of ideaologies, philosophies and 
false religions.   

This is true of many professing Christians. 

Why do so many of our youth go to university and leave the faith?  Because they do not love the truth. 

Why do churches fall prey to false teachers and ungodly leaders?  Because they do not love the truth. 

God’s Word is the truth. 

The slogan for Ariel Ministries Bible Conference is:  Study Hard, Grow Strong. 

I like that.  I like that a lot. 

It’s exactly right. Experience convinces me that as we study the Word our minds are renewed, our 
characters transformed which leads to healed marriages, healed relationships, wisdom in living life, fruitful 
service and confident witness to unbelievers. 

Are we studying God’s Word diligently? 

Commit today to set aside specific blocks of time in your week to study the Word.  Use the manuscripts 
Dave and I provide online to guide your studies.  Pick up a copy of The Footsteps of the Messiah by Dr. 
Fruchtenbaum and with your Bible open use that as a study guide.  Also, on ariel.org there is a wonderful 
series of lessons called Come and See that will take you deep into God’s Word. 

There are many, many resources available.  The point is, we want to people who love the truth and are 
not deceived, but walk in the light. 

Study Hard, Grow Strong! 

  


