
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH  1 

THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN 
Revelation 5:1-14 

Revelation 5:1–5 (ESV)  
1
 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, 

sealed with seven seals. 
2
 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open 

the scroll and break its seals?” 
3
 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open 

the scroll or to look into it, 
4
 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the 

scroll or to look into it. 
5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”  

In the first century A.D. a scroll sealed with seven seals would have been recognized as a legal 
document; specifically, a will.  This scroll is the title deed of our inheritance.  It is the restoration of that 
which was lost in the Fall (Gen. 3).  

Not just anyone will be able to open the scroll in that day. 

The one who opens the scroll must be a kinsman-redeemer for the human race. 

He must be our blood relative, but without sin. 

He must desire to redeem us. 

He must pay the redemption price.  

According to the elder, a kinsman-redeemer exists. 

He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 

He is the Root of David. 

He has conquered. 

He will be worthy to open the scroll in that day. 

The Apostle John’s gaze was met with a shocking sight. 

Revelation 5:6 (ESV)  
6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth. 

The Lamb and the Scroll (5:6-7) 

Rather than a Lion, John saw a Lamb! 

Each part of the symbolism describes something about our kinsman-redeemer, the Lord Jesus.  

Here is a paradox:  the Lamb bearing the marks of having been sacrificed is very much alive, standing in 
the midst of the four living creatures and  the elders!  This speaks of our Lord’s crucifixion and 
resurrection. 

He has seven horns  and seven eyes. 

Throughout the book of Revelation, seven represents perfection. When the word horn is used figuratively, 
it refers to power and strength (2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 75:10; Jer. 48:25).  Eyes are symbolic of knowledge and 
wisdom.  The seven horns and the seven eyes stress that the Lord Jesus, the coming King, is all-powerful 
and all-knowing. 

The seven eyes are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  As in 1:4 and 4:5 this is a 
reference to the Holy Spirit through whom Jesus is everywhere present in the earth.  It is the Holy Spirit 
who will rest upon Jesus and empower His rule in the Millennial Kingdom with “wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, might, knowledge and the fear of the Lord” as revealed in Isaiah 11:1-2. 
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Our kinsman-redeemer is: 

Jesus, the Lamb crucified. 

Jesus, the Lamb resurrected. 

Jesus, the Lamb, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent. 

John watched as the drama unfolded. 

Revelation 5:7 (ESV)  
7
 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 

Jesus is the only one in all the universe who will have the right to take the scroll from the Father’s hand.  
He is the only one qualified to serve as our kinsman-redeemer and to redeem our inheritance.  Because 
He is not only fully God, but fully man, the scroll is the title-deed of His inheritance as well. 

When Jesus takes the scroll, the hush of heaven will be broken and worship will break out starting with 
the four living creatures and the twenty four elders. 

The Living Creatures and Elders Worship the Lamb (5:8-10) 

Revelation 5:8–10 (ESV)  
8
 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 

the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9
 

And they sang a new song, saying,  

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

10
 and you have made 

them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

The importance of this future event is driven home by the response of the four living creatures and the 
twenty four elders.  They will all fall down in worship before the Lamb.  They have harps and bowls 
meaning their worship includes musical praise and prayers.  Perhaps the prayers of the saints is here 
mentioned because the opening of the scroll is the long awaited answer to our prayer, “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). 

The song they sing to the Lamb celebrates His worthiness to take the scroll and open its seals:  He is 
worthy because He was slain.  His blood paid the debt of our sin (Rom. 3:23).  The word translated 
ransomed means to buy.  Jesus, our kinsman-redeemer paid the redemption price and bought us back 
from sin and death.  By faith in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ we are set free.  We are 
redeemed.  We are transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.  We become heirs 
of God and partakers of Christ.  We become priests to our God in the sense that we seek to bring men to 
God through Jesus. 

Notice the final phrase of their song:  and they shall reign on the earth.  Who shall reign on the earth?  All 
those ransomed by the blood of the Lamb.  When shall they reign on the earth?  At a time future to this 
event of the Lamb’s taking the scroll.  The people ransomed by the blood of the Lamb will reign after He 
opens the seven seals and the scroll. 

Our inheritance, (dominion over the earth), lost in the Fall, will be restored because our kinsman-
redeemer, the Lamb, paid the redemption price! 

Worship Spreads Throughout Heaven and Earth (5:11-14) 

Revelation 5:11–14 (ESV)  
11

 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many 
angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 

12 saying with a loud voice,  

Think of what this event means to the righteous angels.  They experienced Lucifer’s rebellion that tore 
apart their ranks.  They watched as man fell to the Usurpor.  They have been engaged in battle for 
centuries and now, with the taking of the scroll the final campaign is about to commence. 
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And so, with one voice, that is, speaking in unison, the host of angels worship Jesus with a seven-fold 
saying:   

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing!” 

Power.  Only Jesus is worthy of such power for He alone will use it with perfect justice (Isaiah 11).  

Wealth.  This is the wealth of the universe which is Jesus’ by creation and now by redemption. 

Wisdom.  This refers to the Lord’s omniscience and its wise use in carrying out the purposes of God in the 
world. 

Strength.  Refers to power in action and stresses Jesus’ power to accomplish God’s will. 

Honor.  This is the value and respect which Jesus is due because of Who He is, what He has done and 
what He is going to do. 

Glory.   Refers to the tribute and public display of adoration that should be given Jesus.  

Praise. Praise is from the Greek word (eulogia) which means “fair or good speech.” It refers to the praise 
that should be given to the Lord because of His wonderful acts of redemption and reclamation. 

Following the worship of the heavenly host, John witnessed the worship spread throughout the created 
universe. 
13

 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 
them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might 
forever and ever!” 

14
 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.  

When Jesus, our kinsman-redeemer, the Lion and the Lamb takes the scroll then all will be ready for the 
events of chapters 6-19 – the outpouring of God’s divine wrath upon the earth and rebellious man. 

Reflection 

Because the Church will be in heaven, we will be witnesses to this glorious event.   

Will the worship we render to Jesus in that day be unfamiliar?  Will it feel awkward or natural?  The 
answer to these questions is found in our worship today.  Is worshipping Jesus today awkward or natural?  
Focusing in on one aspect of our worship, prayer, do we exalt Jesus in our prayers by specifically 
articulating His attributes and His deeds?  How comfortable are we praying something like this:  “Lord 
Jesus, I praise and worship You, my kinsman-redeemer, my Savior.  There is no one like you in all the 
universe.  You are fully God.  You are fully man.  You died and rose again.  All praise and glory and honor 
belong to You.” 

So often our prayers move directly to petition with little praise. 

So, my encouragement to us all is to improve in our worship in this way:  let’s give more thought and 
more “space” in our prayers to speak words of praise, thanksgiving, honor and glory to our kinsman-
redeemer, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us do today what we know we are going to do then when we 
worship the Lamb Who is worthy to take the scroll. 


